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authorized officers and designees ac-
cess to the vessel’s position data ob-
tained from the VMS.

§622.29 Conservation measures for
protected resources.

(a) Gulf reef fish commercial vessels and
charter vessels/headboats—(1) Sea turtle
conservation measures. (i) The owner or
operator of a vessel for which a com-
mercial vessel permit for Gulf reef fish
or a charter vessel/headboat permit for
Gulf reef fish has been issued, as re-
quired under §§622.20(a)(1) and 622.20(b),
respectively, must post inside the
wheelhouse, or within a waterproof
case if no wheelhouse, a copy of the
document provided by NMFS titled,
“Careful Release Protocols for Sea
Turtle Release With Minimal Injury,”
and must post inside the wheelhouse,
or in an easily viewable area if no
wheelhouse, the sea turtle handling
and release guidelines provided by
NMFS.

(ii) Such owner or operator must also
comply with the sea turtle bycatch
mitigation measures, including gear
requirements and sea turtle handling
requirements, specified in
§§635.21(c)(5)(i) and (ii) of this chapter,
respectively.

(iii) Those permitted vessels with a
freeboard height of 4 ft (1.2 m) or less
must have on board a dipnet, tire,
short-handled dehooker, long-nose or
needle-nose pliers, bolt cutters,
monofilament line cutters, and at least
two types of mouth openers/mouth
gags. This equipment must meet the
specifications described in
§§635.21(c)(5)(1)(E) through (L) of this
chapter with the following modifica-
tions: the dipnet handle can be of vari-
able length, only one NMFS-approved
short-handled dehooker 1is required
(i.e., §635.21(c)(5)(A)(G) or (H) of this
chapter); and life rings, seat cushions,
life jackets, and life vests or any other
comparable, cushioned, elevated sur-
face that allows boated sea turtles to
be immobilized, may be used as alter-
natives to tires for cushioned surfaces
as specified in §635.21(c)(5)(1)(F') of this
chapter. Those permitted vessels with
a freeboard height of greater than 4 ft
(1.2 m) must have on board a dipnet,
tire, long-handled line clipper, a short-
handled and a long-handled dehooker, a
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long-handled device to pull an inverted
“V”’, long-nose or needle-nose pliers,
bolt cutters, monofilament line cut-
ters, and at least two types of mouth
openers/mouth gags. This equipment
must meet the specifications described
in §635.21(c)(5)(1)(A) through (L) of this
chapter with the following modifica-
tions: only one NMFS-approved long-
handled dehooker (§635.21(c)(5)(i)(B) or
(C)) of this chapter and one NMFS-ap-
proved short-handled dehooker
(§635.21(c)(5)(I)(G) or (H) of this chap-
ter) are required; and life rings, seat
cushions, life jackets, and life vests, or
any other comparable, cushioned, ele-
vated surface that allows boated sea
turtles to be immobilized, may be used
as alternatives for cushioned surfaces
as specified in §635.21(c)(5)(1)(F') of this
chapter.

(2) Smalltooth sawfish conservation
measures. The owner or operator of a
vessel for which a commercial vessel
permit for Gulf reef fish or a charter
vessel/headboat permit for Gulf reef
fish has been issued, as required under
§§622.20(a)(1) and 622.20(b), respectively,
that incidentally catches a smalltooth
sawfish must—

(i) Keep the sawfish in the water at
all times;

(ii) If it can be done safely, untangle
the line if it is wrapped around the
saw;

(iii) Cut the line as close to the hook
as possible; and

(iv) Not handle the animal or at-
tempt to remove any hooks on the saw,
except for with a long-handled
dehooKker.

(b) [Reserved]

§622.30 Required fishing gear.

For a person on board a vessel to fish
for Gulf reef fish in the Gulf EEZ, the
vessel must possess on board and such
person must use the gear as specified in
paragraphs (a) and (b) of this section.

(a) Non-stainless steel circle hooks.
Non-stainless steel circle hooks are re-
quired when fishing with natural baits.

(b) Dehooking device. At least one
dehooking device is required and must
be used to remove hooks embedded in
Gulf reef fish with minimum damage.
The hook removal device must be con-
structed to allow the hook to be se-
cured and the barb shielded without re-
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engaging during the removal process.
The dehooking end must be blunt, and
all edges rounded. The device must be
of a size appropriate to secure the
range of hook sizes and styles used in
the Gulf reef fish fishery.

[78 FR 22952, Apr. 17, 2013, as amended at 78
FR 46822, Aug. 2, 2013]

§622.31 Buoy gear identification.

(a) Buoy gear. In the Gulf EEZ, if
buoy gear is used or possessed, each
buoy must display the official number
of the vessel. See §622.2 for the defini-
tion of buoy gear.

(b) [Reserved]

§622.32 Prohibited gear and methods.

Also see §622.9 for additional prohib-
ited gear and methods that apply more
broadly to multiple fisheries or in
some cases all fisheries.

(a) Poisons. A poison may not be used
to take Gulf reef fish in the Gulf EEZ.

(b) [Reserved]

§622.33 Prohibited species.

(a) General. The harvest and posses-
sion restrictions of this section apply
without regard to whether the species
is harvested by a vessel operating
under a commercial vessel permit. The
operator of a vessel that fishes in the
EEZ is responsible for the limit appli-
cable to that vessel.

(b) Goliath grouper. Goliath grouper
may not be harvested or possessed in or
from the Gulf EEZ.

(c) Nassau grouper. Nassau grouper
may not be harvested or possessed in or
from the Gulf EEZ. Such fish caught in
the Gulf EEZ must be released imme-
diately with a minimum of harm.

(d) Gulf reef fish exhibiting trap rash.
Possession of Gulf reef fish in or from
the Gulf EEZ that exhibit trap rash is
prima facie evidence of illegal trap use
and is prohibited. For the purpose of
this paragraph, trap rash is defined as
physical damage to fish that character-
istically results from contact with wire
fish traps. Such damage includes, but
is not limited to, broken fin spines, fin
rays, or teeth; visually obvious loss of
scales; and cuts or abrasions on the
body of the fish, particularly on the
head, snout, or mouth.
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§622.34 Seasonal and area closures de-
signed to protect Gulf reef fish.

(a) Closure provisions applicable to the
Madison and Swanson sites and Steam-
boat Lumps, and the Edges—(1) Descrip-
tions of Areas. (i) The Madison and
Swanson sites are bounded by rhumb

lines connecting, in order, the fol-
lowing points:
Point North lat. West long.

A .. 29°17" 85°50’

B | 29017 85°38’

[ ... | 29°06’ 85°38’

D .| 29°06 85°50’

A .. 29°17" 85°50’

(ii) Steamboat Lumps is bounded by
rhumb lines connecting, in order, the
following points:

Point North lat. West long.
B .. 28°14’ 84°37”
C ... | 28°03 84°37
D . | 28°03" 84°48’
A .. 28°14’ 84048’

(iii) The Edges is bounded by rhumb

lines connecting, in order, the fol-
lowing points:
Point North lat. West long.

A .. 28°51" 85°16'

B .. | 28°51" 85°04’

[ .. | 28°14 84°42'

D .| 2814 84°54’

A .. 28°51" 85°16'

(2) Within the Madison and Swanson
sites and Steamboat Lumps, possession
of Gulf reef fish is prohibited, except
for such possession aboard a vessel in
transit with fishing gear stowed as
specified in paragraph (a)(4) of this sec-
tion.

(3) Within the Madison and Swanson
sites and Steamboat Lumps during No-
vember through April, and within the
Edges during January through April,
all fishing is prohibited, and possession
of any fish species is prohibited, except
for such possession aboard a vessel in
transit with fishing gear stowed as
specified in paragraph (a)(4) of this sec-
tion. The provisions of this paragraph,
(a)(3), do not apply to highly migratory
species.

(4) For the purpose of paragraph (a)
of this section, transit means non-stop
progression through the area; fishing
gear appropriately stowed means—
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