§ 25.26–5

46 CFR Ch. I (10–1–13 Edition)

Uninspected passenger vessel means a
vessel which, when used for commercial service, is used solely to carry passengers for hire or to provide nonemergency assistance to boaters (assistance towing), and which is not inspected by the Coast Guard under any
other 46 CFR subchapter.
NOTE: As an example, a vessel on a voyage
involving catching fish which are to be sold,
is a commercial fishing industry vessel for
the purposes of the EPIRB regulations in
this section, even if there are passengers on
board during the voyage.
[CGD 87–016a, 58 FR 13367, Mar. 10, 1993, as
amended by USCG–2007–29018, 72 FR 53964,
Sept. 21, 2007]

§ 25.26–5 Commercial fishing industry
vessels.
(a) The owner of a fishing vessel, a
fish processing vessel, or a fish tender
vessel, 11 meters (36 feet) or more in
length, except for vessels described in
paragraph (b) or (c) of this section,
shall ensure that the vessel does not
operate on the high seas or beyond
three miles from the coastline of the
Great Lakes unless it has on board a
float-free,
automatically
activated
Category 1 406 MHz EPIRB stowed in a
manner so that it will float-free if the
vessel sinks.
(b) The owner of a fishing vessel, fish
processing vessel, or a fish tender vessel less than 11 meters (36 feet) in
length, or 11 meters or more in length
which has a builder’s certification that
the vessel is constructed with sufficient inherently buoyant material to
keep the flooded vessel afloat, shall ensure that the vessel does not operate
on the high seas or beyond three miles
from the coastline of the Great Lakes,
unless it has installed in a readily accessible location at or near the principal steering station—
(1) A manually activated Category 2
406 MHz EPIRB; or
(2) A float-free, automatically activated Category 1 406 MHz EPIRB.
(3) Until February 1, 1998, a 121.5/243.0
MHz EPIRB meeting § 25.26–30.
(c) The owner of a fishing vessel, fish
processing vessel or a fish tender vessel
11 meters (36 feet) or more in length
that does not have installed galley or
berthing facilities, shall ensure that
the vessel does not operate on the high

seas or beyond three miles from the
coastline of the Great Lakes unless it
has on board a float-free, automatically activated Category 1 406 MHz
EPIRB stowed in a manner so that it
will float free if the vessel sinks.
[CGD 87–016a, 58 FR 13367, Mar. 10, 1993; 58 FR
27658, May 11, 1993, as amended by CGD 95–
028, 62 FR 51196, Sept. 30, 1997; USCG-1998–
4442, 63 FR 52189, Sept. 30, 1998]

§ 25.26–10 EPIRB
requirements
for
uninspected passenger vessels.
(a) Uninspected passenger vessels less
than 100 gross tons are not required to
carry an EPIRB.
(b) The owner, operator, or master of
an uninspected passenger vessel of at
least 100 gross tons must ensure that
the vessel does not operate beyond
three miles from shore as measured
from the territorial sea baseline seaward or more than three miles from
the coastline of the Great Lakes, unless it has onboard a float-free, automatically activated Category 1 406 MHz
EPIRB stowed in a manner so that it
will float free if the vessel sinks.
[USCG-1999–5040, 67 FR 34776, May 15, 2002]

§ 25.26–20 Other manned uninspected
commercial vessels.
(a)
The
owner
of
a
manned
uninspected commercial vessel 11 meters (36 feet) or more in length, other
than a vessel under § 25.26–5 or § 25.26–10
or under paragraph (b) of this section,
shall ensure that the vessel does not
operate on the high seas or beyond
three miles from the coastline of the
Great Lakes, unless it has on board a
float-free,
automatically
activated
Category 1 406 MHz EPIRB stowed in a
manner so that it will float free if the
vessel sinks.
(b)
The
owner
of
a
manned
uninspected commercial vessel less
than 11 meters (36 feet) in length, or 11
meters or more in length which has a
builder’s certification that the vessel is
constructed with sufficient inherently
buoyant material to keep the flooded
vessel afloat, shall ensure that the vessel does not operate on the high seas or
beyond three miles from the coastline
of the Great Lakes, unless it has installed in a readily accessible location
at or near the principal steering station—
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