Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration, DOT
(2) Outside business districts, at intervals not exceeding 71⁄2 months, but
at least twice each calendar year.
[35 FR 13257, Aug. 19, 1970, as amended by
Amdt. 192–43, 47 FR 46851, Oct. 21, 1982; Amdt.
192–78, 61 FR 28786, June 6, 1996]

§ 192.723 Distribution systems: Leakage surveys.
(a) Each operator of a distribution
system shall conduct periodic leakage
surveys in accordance with this section.
(b) The type and scope of the leakage
control program must be determined
by the nature of the operations and the
local conditions, but it must meet the
following minimum requirements:
(1) A leakage survey with leak detector equipment must be conducted in
business districts, including tests of
the atmosphere in gas, electric, telephone, sewer, and water system manholes, at cracks in pavement and sidewalks, and at other locations providing
an opportunity for finding gas leaks, at
intervals not exceeding 15 months, but
at least once each calendar year.
(2) A leakage survey with leak detector equipment must be conducted outside business districts as frequently as
necessary, but at least once every 5
calendar years at intervals not exceeding 63 months. However, for cathodically unprotected distribution lines
subject to § 192.465(e) on which electrical surveys for corrosion are impractical, a leakage survey must be conducted at least once every 3 calendar
years at intervals not exceeding 39
months.
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[35 FR 13257, Aug. 19, 1970, as amended by
Amdt. 192–43, 47 FR 46851, Oct. 21, 1982; Amdt.
192–70, 58 FR 54528, 54529, Oct. 22, 1993; Amdt.
192–71, 59 FR 6585, Feb. 11, 1994; Amdt. 192–94,
69 FR 32895, June 14, 2004; Amdt. 192–94, 69 FR
54592, Sept. 9, 2004]

§ 192.725 Test requirements for reinstating service lines.
(a) Except as provided in paragraph
(b) of this section, each disconnected
service line must be tested in the same
manner as a new service line, before
being reinstated.
(b) Each service line temporarily disconnected from the main must be tested from the point of disconnection to
the service line valve in the same man-

§ 192.727

ner as a new service line, before reconnecting. However, if provisions are
made to maintain continuous service,
such as by installation of a bypass, any
part of the original service line used to
maintain continuous service need not
be tested.
§ 192.727 Abandonment
tion of facilities.

or

(a) Each operator shall conduct abandonment or deactivation of pipelines in
accordance with the requirements of
this section.
(b) Each pipeline abandoned in place
must be disconnected from all sources
and supplies of gas; purged of gas; in
the case of offshore pipelines, filled
with water or inert materials; and
sealed at the ends. However, the pipeline need not be purged when the volume of gas is so small that there is no
potential hazard.
(c) Except for service lines, each inactive pipeline that is not being maintained under this part must be disconnected from all sources and supplies of
gas; purged of gas; in the case of offshore pipelines, filled with water or
inert materials; and sealed at the ends.
However, the pipeline need not be
purged when the volume of gas is so
small that there is no potential hazard.
(d) Whenever service to a customer is
discontinued, one of the following must
be complied with:
(1) The valve that is closed to prevent
the flow of gas to the customer must be
provided with a locking device or other
means designed to prevent the opening
of the valve by persons other than
those authorized by the operator.
(2) A mechanical device or fitting
that will prevent the flow of gas must
be installed in the service line or in the
meter assembly.
(3) The customer’s piping must be
physically disconnected from the gas
supply and the open pipe ends sealed.
(e) If air is used for purging, the operator shall insure that a combustible
mixture is not present after purging.
(f) Each abandoned vault must be
filled with a suitable compacted material.
(g) For each abandoned offshore pipeline facility or each abandoned onshore
pipeline facility that crosses over,
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