AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

§241.2

§241.2 Stations and branches.

(a) Description. (1) Stations are estab-
lished within the corporate limits or
boundary, and branches are established
outside the corporate limits or bound-
ary of the city, town, or village in
which the main post office is located.
Stations and branches may be des-
ignated by number, letter or name. As
a general rule, branches are named.

(2) Stations and branches transact
registry and money order business, sell
postage supplies, and accept matter for
mailing. Delivery service, post office
boxes, and other services may be pro-
vided when directed by the postmaster.

(3) Stations and branches, except
nonpersonnel rural stations and
branches, are designated as inde-

pendent when registered and other
mail is received or dispatched without
passing through the main office.

(b) Classification—(1) Classified. Oper-
ated by postal employees in quarters
provided by the Federal Government.

(2) Contract. Operated under contract
by persons who are not Federal Gov-
ernment employees. Persons operating
contract stations and branches are
independent contractors and neither
the contractors nor any person em-
ployed by them to assist in the conduct
of contract stations or branches shall
be employees of the Federal Govern-
ment for any purpose whatsoever.

(39 U.S.C. 401)
[36 FR 4764, Mar. 12, 1971]

§241.3 Discontinuance of USPS-oper-
ated retail facilities.

(a) Introduction—(1) Coverage. (i) This
section establishes the rules governing
the Postal Service’s consideration of
whether an existing retail Post Office,
station, or branch should be discon-
tinued. The rules cover any proposal
to:

(A) Replace a USPS-operated post of-
fice, station, or branch with a con-
tractor-operated retail facility;

(B) Combine a USPS-operated Post
Office, station, or branch with another
USPS-operated retail facility, or

(C) Discontinue a TUSPS-operated
post office, station, or branch without
providing a replacement facility.

(ii) The conversion of a Post Office
into, or the replacement of a Post Of-
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fice with, another type of USPS-oper-
ated retail facility is not a discontinu-
ance action subject to this section. A
change in the staffing of a Post Office
such that it is staffed only part-time
by a postmaster, or not staffed at all
by a postmaster, but rather by another
type of USPS employee, is not a dis-
continuance action subject to this sec-
tion.

(iii) The regulations in this section
are mandatory only with respect to
discontinuance actions for which ini-
tial feasibility studies have been initi-
ated on or after July 14, 2011. Unless
otherwise provided by responsible per-
sonnel, the rules under §241.3 as in ef-
fect prior to July 14, 2011 shall apply to
discontinuance actions for which ini-
tial feasibility studies have been initi-
ated prior to July 14, 2011. Discontinu-
ance actions pending as of December 1,
2011, that pertain to the conversion of a
Post Office to another type of USPS-
operated facility are no longer subject
to these regulations.

(2) Definitions. As used in this sec-
tion, the following terms have the fol-
lowing meanings:

(1) ““USPS-operated retail facility’ in-
cludes any Postal Service employee-op-
erated post office, station, or branch,
but does mnot include any station,
branch, community post office, or
other retail facility operated by a con-
tractor.

(ii) ‘“‘Contractor-operated retail facil-
ity”’ includes any station, branch, com-
munity post office, or other facility,
including a private business, offering
retail postal services that is operated
by a contractor, and does not include
any USPS-operated retail facility.

(iii) “‘Closing’’ means an action in
which Post Office operations are per-
manently discontinued without pro-
viding a replacement facility in the
community.

(iv) ““Consolidation” means an action
that converts a Postal Service-oper-
ated retail facility into a contractor-
operated retail facility. The resulting
contractor-operated retail facility re-
ports to a Postal Service-operated re-
tail facility.

(v) ‘“‘Discontinuance’ means either a
closure or a consolidation.

(3) Requirements. A District Manager
or the responsible Headquarters Vice
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