AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

§151.11

§151.11 Exceptions for emergencies.

(a) Sections 151.10 and 151.13 do not
apply to—

(1) The discharge into the sea of oil
or oily mixture necessary for the pur-
pose of securing the safety of a ship or
saving life at sea.

(2) The discharge into the sea of oil
or oily mixture resulting from damage
to a ship or its equipment—

(i) Provided that all reasonable pre-
cautions have been taken after the oc-
currence of the damage or discovery of
the discharge for the purpose of pre-
venting or minimizing the discharge;
and

(ii) Except if the owner or the master
acted either with intent to cause dam-
age, or recklessly and with knowledge
that damage would probably result.

(b) [Reserved]

[CGD 75-134a, 48 FR 45709, Oct. 6, 1983, as
amended by CGD 88-002, 54 FR 18404, Apr. 28,
1989]

§151.13 Special areas for Annex I of
MARPOL 73/78.

(a) For the purposes of §§151.09
through 151.25, the special areas are the
Mediterranean Sea area, the Baltic Sea
area, the Black Sea area, the Red Sea
area, the Gulfs area, the Gulf of Aden,
and the Antarctic area, the North West
European waters, and Oman area of the
Arabian Sea which are described in
§151.06. The discharge restrictions are
effective in the Mediterranean Sea,
Baltic Sea, Black Sea, and the Ant-
arctic area.

(b) Subject to the provisions of
§151.11—

(1) A ship of 400 gross tons or over
and any oil tanker may not discharge
oil or oily mixture within a special
area. In the Antarctic area, discharge
into the sea of o0il or oily mixture from
any ship is prohibited.

(2) A ship of less than 400 gross tons
other than an oil tanker may not dis-
charge oil or oily mixture within a spe-
cial area, unless the oil content of the
effluent without dilution does not ex-
ceed 15 parts per million (ppm).

(3) All ships operating in the Ant-
arctic area must have on board a tank
or tanks of sufficient capacity to re-
tain all oily mixtures while operating
in the area and arrangements made to
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discharge oily mixtures at a reception
facility outside the Antarctic area.

(c) The provisions of paragraph (b) of
this section do not apply to the dis-
charge of clean or segregated ballast.

(d) The provisions of paragraph (b)(1)
of this section do not apply to the dis-
charge of processed bilge water from
machinery space bilges, provided that
all of the following conditions are sat-
isfied—

(1) The bilge water does not originate
from cargo pump room bilges;

(2) The bilge water is not mixed with
oil cargo residues;

(3) The ship is proceeding enroute;

(4) The oil content of the effluent
without dilution does not exceed 15
ppm;

(6) The ship has in operation oily-
water separating equipment complying
with part 155 of this chapter; and

(6) The oily-water separating equip-
ment is equipped with a device that
stops the discharge automatically
when the oil content of the effluent ex-
ceeds 15 ppm.

(e) No discharge into the sea shall
contain chemicals or other substances
introduced for the purpose of circum-
venting the conditions of discharge
specified in this section.

(f) The oily mixtures that cannot be
discharged into the sea in compliance
with paragraphs (b), (¢), or (d) of this
section shall be retained on board or
discharged to reception facilities.

(g) Nothing in this section prohibits
a ship on a voyage, only part of which
is in a special area, from discharging
outside the special area in accordance
with §151.10.

(h) In accordance with Regulation
38.6.1 of Annex I of MARPOL 73/78, the
discharge restriction in §151.13 for the
Red Sea area, Gulfs area, Gulf of Aden
area, the Oman area of the Arabian
Sea, and the Southern South African
waters will enter into effect when each
party to MARPOL 73/78 whose coastline
borders the special area has certified
that reception facilities are available
and the IMO has established an effec-
tive date for each special area. Notice
of the effective dates for the discharge
requirements in these special areas
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will be published in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER and reflected in this section.

[CGD 75-124a, 48 FR 45709, Oct. 6, 1983; 48 FR
54977, Dec. 8, 1983, as amended by CGD 88-002,
54 FR 18404, Apr. 28, 1989; CGD 88-002A, 55 FR
18582, May 2, 1990; CGD 94-056, 60 FR 43377,
Aug. 21, 1995; USCG-2000-7641, 66 FR 55571,
Nov. 2, 2001; USCG-2008-0179, 73 FR 35013,
June 19, 2008]

§151.15

(a) The master, person in charge,
owner, charterer, manager, or operator
of a vessel involved in any incident de-
scribed in paragraph (c) of this section
must report the particulars of the inci-
dent without delay to the fullest ex-
tent possible under the provisions of
this section.

(b) If a vessel involved in an incident
is abandoned, or if a report from that
vessel is incomplete or unattainable,
the owner, charterer, manager, oper-
ator, or their agent must assume the
obligations placed upon the master or
other person having charge of the ves-
sel under provisions of this section.

(¢c) The report must be made when-
ever an incident involves—

(1) A discharge of oil, hazardous sub-
stances, marine pollutants, or noxious
liquid substances (NLS) resulting from
damage to the vessel or its equipment,
or for the purpose of securing the safe-
ty of a vessel or saving a life at sea;

(2) A discharge of oil in excess of the
quantities or instantaneous rate per-
mitted in §§151.10 or 151.13 of this chap-
ter, or NLS in bulk, in 46 CFR 153.1126
or 153.1128, during the operation of the
vessel;

(3) A discharge of marine pollutants
in packaged form; or

(4) A probable discharge resulting
from damage to the vessel or its equip-
ment. The factors you must consider to
determine whether a discharge is prob-
able include, but are not limited to—

(i) Ship location and proximity to
land or other navigational hazards;

(ii) Weather;

(iii) Tide current;

(iv) Sea state;

(v) Traffic density;

(vi) The nature of damage to the ves-
sel; and

(vii) Failure or breakdown aboard the
vessel of its machinery or equipment.
Such damage may be caused by colli-

Reporting requirements.

§151.15

sion, grounding, fire, explosion, struc-
tural failure, flooding or cargo shifting
or a failure or breakdown of steering
gear, propulsion, electrical generating
system or essential shipboard naviga-
tional aids.

(d) BEach report must be made by
radio whenever possible, or by the fast-
est telecommunications channels
available with the highest possible pri-
ority at the time the report is made
to—

(1) The appropriate officer or agency
of the government of the country in
whose waters the incident occurs; and

(2) The nearest Captain of the Port
(COTP) or the National Response Cen-
ter (NRC), toll free number 800-424-8802
(in Washington, DC, metropolitan area,
202-267-2675), fax 202-267-1322, telex
number 892427 for incidents involving
U.S. vessels in any body of water; or in-
cidents involving foreign flag vessels in
the navigable waters of the United
States; or incidents involving foreign-
flag tank vessels within waters subject
to the jurisdiction of the United
States, including the Exclusive Eco-
nomic Zone (EEZ).

(e) Each report must contain—

(1) The identity of the ship;

(2) The type of harmful substance in-
volved;

(3) The time and date of the incident;

(4) The geographic position of the
vessel when the incident occurred;

(6) The wind and the sea condition
prevailing at the time of the incident;

(6) Relevant details respecting the
condition of the vessel;

(7) A statement or estimate of the
quantity of the harmful substance dis-
charged or likely to be discharged into
the sea; and

(8) Assistance and salvage measures.

(f) A person who is obligated under
the provisions of this section to send a
report must—

(1) Supplement the initial report, as
necessary, with information con-
cerning further developments; and

(2) Comply as fully as possible with
requests from affected countries for ad-
ditional information concerning the in-
cident.

(g) A report made under this section
satisfies the reporting requirements of
§1563.203 of this chapter and of 46 CFR
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