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29 CFR Ch. XVII (7–1–12 Edition) § 1926.106 

§ 1926.106 Working over or near water. 
(a) Employees working over or near 

water, where the danger of drowning 
exists, shall be provided with U.S. 
Coast Guard-approved life jacket or 
buoyant work vests. 

(b) Prior to and after each use, the 
buoyant work vests or life preservers 
shall be inspected for defects which 
would alter their strength or buoy-
ancy. Defective units shall not be used. 

(c) Ring buoys with at least 90 feet of 
line shall be provided and readily avail-
able for emergency rescue operations. 
Distance between ring buoys shall not 
exceed 200 feet. 

(d) At least one lifesaving skiff shall 
be immediately available at locations 
where employees are working over or 
adjacent to water. 

§ 1926.107 Definitions applicable to 
this subpart. 

(a) Contaminant means any material 
which by reason of its action upon, 
within, or to a person is likely to cause 
physical harm. 

(b) Lanyard means a rope, suitable 
for supporting one person. One end is 
fastened to a safety belt or harness and 
the other end is secured to a substan-
tial object or a safety line. 

(c) Lifeline means a rope, suitable for 
supporting one person, to which a lan-
yard or safety belt (or harness) is at-
tached. 

(d) O.D. means optical density and 
refers to the light refractive character-
istics of a lens. 

(e) Radiant energy means energy that 
travels outward in all directions from 
its sources. 

(f) Safety belt means a device, usually 
worn around the waist which, by rea-
son of its attachment to a lanyard and 
lifeline or a structure, will prevent a 
worker from falling. 

[44 FR 8577, Feb. 9, 1979] 

Subpart F—Fire Protection and 
Prevention 

AUTHORITY: Section 107 of the Contract 
Work Hours and Safety Standards Act (40 
U.S.C. 3704); Sections 4, 6, and 8 of the Occu-
pational Safety and Health Act of 1970 (29 
U.S.C. 653, 655, 657); Secretary of Labor’s 
Order No. 12–71 (36 FR 8754), 8–76 (41 FR 

25059), 9–83 (48 FR 35736),1–90 (55 FR 9033), 6– 
96 (62 FR 111), 3–2000 (62 FR 50017), 5–2002 (67 
FR 650008), 5–2007 (72 FR 31159), 4–2010 (75 FR 
55355), or 1–2012 (77 FR 3912), as applicable; 
and 29 CFR part 1911. 

§ 1926.150 Fire protection. 
(a) General requirements. (1) The em-

ployer shall be responsible for the de-
velopment of a fire protection program 
to be followed throughout all phases of 
the construction and demolition work, 
and he shall provide for the firefighting 
equipment as specified in this subpart. 
As fire hazards occur, there shall be no 
delay in providing the necessary equip-
ment. 

(2) Access to all available firefighting 
equipment shall be maintained at all 
times. 

(3) All firefighting equipment, pro-
vided by the employer, shall be con-
spicuously located. 

(4) All firefighting equipment shall 
be periodically inspected and main-
tained in operating condition. Defec-
tive equipment shall be immediately 
replaced. 

(5) As warranted by the project, the 
employer shall provide a trained and 
equipped firefighting organization 
(Fire Brigade) to assure adequate pro-
tection to life. 

(b) Water supply. (1) A temporary or 
permanent water supply, of sufficient 
volume, duration, and pressure, re-
quired to properly operate the fire-
fighting equipment shall be made 
available as soon as combustible mate-
rials accumulate. 

(2) Where underground water mains 
are to be provided, they shall be in-
stalled, completed, and made available 
for use as soon as practicable. 

(c) Portable firefighting equipment—(1) 
Fire extinguishers and small hose lines. (i) 
A fire extinguisher, rated not less than 
2A, shall be provided for each 3,000 
square feet of the protected building 
area, or major fraction thereof. Travel 
distance from any point of the pro-
tected area to the nearest fire extin-
guisher shall not exceed 100 feet. 

(ii) One 55-gallon open drum of water 
with two fire pails may be substituted 
for a fire extinguisher having a 2A rat-
ing. 

(iii) A 1⁄2-inch diameter garden-type 
hose line, not to exceed 100 feet in 
length and equipped with a nozzle, may 
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