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a single enterprise or giving informa-
tion about a single place may be per-
mitted to be erected or maintained in
such manner as to be visible to traffic
moving in any one direction on any one
Interstate highway.

(c) No Class 3 or 4 signs other than
those permitted by this section may be
permitted to be erected or maintained
within protected areas, outside infor-
mational sites.

§750.108 General provisions.

No Class 3 or 4 signs may be per-
mitted to be erected or maintained
pursuant to §750.107, and no Class 2
sign may be permitted to be erected or
maintained, in any manner incon-
sistent with the following:

(a) No sign may be permitted which
attempts or appears to attempt to di-
rect the movement of traffic or which
interferes with, imitates or resembles
any official traffic sign, signal or de-
vice.

(b) No sign may be permitted which
prevents the driver of a vehicle from
having a clear and unobstructed view
of official signs and approaching or
merging traffic.

(c) No sign may be permitted which
contains, includes, or is illuminated by
any flashing, intermittent or moving
light or lights.

(d) No lighting may be permitted to
be used in any way in connection with
any sign unless it is so effectively
shielded as to prevent beams or rays of
light from being directed at any por-
tion of the main-traveled way of the
Interstate System, or is of such low in-
tensity or brilliance as not to cause
glare or to impair the vision of the
driver of any motor vehicle, or to oth-
erwise interfere with any driver’s oper-
ation of a motor vehicle.

(e) No sign may be permitted which
moves or has any animated or moving
parts.

(f) No sign may be permitted to be
erected or maintained upon trees or
painted or drawn upon rocks or other
natural features.

(g) No sign may be permitted to ex-
ceed 20 feet in length, width or height,
or 150 square feet in area, including
border and trim but excluding sup-
ports, except Class 2 signs not more
than 50 feet from, and advertising ac-
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tivities being conducted upon, the real
property where the sign is located.

§750.109 Exclusions.

The standards in this part shall not
apply to markers, signs and plaques in
appreciation of sites of historical sig-
nificance for the erection of which pro-
visions are made in an agreement be-
tween a State and the Secretary of
Transportation, as provided in the Act,
unless such agreement expressly makes
all or any part of the standards appli-
cable.

§750.110 State regulations.

A State may elect to prohibit signs
permissible under the standards in this
part without forfeiting its rights to
any benefits provided for in the act.

Subpart B—National Standards for
Directional and Official Signs

AUTHORITY: 23 U.S.C. 131, 315, 49 U.S.C. 1651;
49 CFR 1.48(b).

§750.151 Purpose.

(a) In section 131 of title 23 U.S.C.,
Congress has declared that:

(1) The erection and maintenance of
outdoor advertising signs, displays, and
devices in areas adjacent to the Inter-
state System and the primary system
should be controlled in order to protect
the public investment in such high-
ways, to promote safety and rec-
reational value of public travel, and to
preserve natural beauty.

(2) Directional and official signs and
notices, which signs and notices shall
include, but not be limited to, signs
and notices pertaining to natural won-
ders, scenic and historical attractions,
which are required or authorized by
law, shall conform to national stand-
ards authorized to be promulgated by
the Secretary, which standards shall
contain provisions concerning the
lighting, size, number and spacing of
signs, and such other requirements as
may be appropriate to implement the
section.

(b) The standards in this part are
issued as provided in section 131 of title
23 U.S.C.

[38 FR 16044, June 30, 1973, as amended at 40
FR 21934, May 20, 1975]
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§750.152 Application.

The following standards apply to di-
rectional and official signs and notices
located within six hundred and sixty
(660) feet of the right-of-way of the
Interstate and Federal-aid primary sys-
tems and to those located beyond six
hundred and sixty (660) feet of the
right-of-way of such systems, outside
of urban areas, visible from the main
traveled way of such systems and
erected with the purpose of their mes-
sage being read from such main trav-
eled way. These standards do not apply
to directional and official signs erected
on the highway right-of-way.

[40 FR 21934, May 20, 1975]

§750.153 Definitions.

For the purpose of this part:

(a) Sign means an outdoor sign, light,
display, device, figure, painting, draw-
ing, message, placard, poster, billboard,
or other thing which is designed, in-
tended, or used to advertise or inform,
any part of the advertising or inform-
ative contents of which is visible from
any place on the main traveled way of
the Interstate or Federal-aid primary
highway.

(b) Main traveled way means the
through traffic lanes of the highway,
exclusive of frontage roads, auxiliary
lanes, and ramps.

(c) Interstate System means the Na-
tional System of Interstate and
Defence Highways described in section
103(d) of title 23 U.S.C.

(d) Primary system means the Federal-
aid highway system described in sec-
tion 103(b) of title 23 U.S.C.

(e) Erect means to construct, build,
raise, assemble, place, affix, attach,
create, paint, draw, or in any other
way bring into being or establish.

(f) Maintain means to allow to exist.

(g) Scenic area means any area of par-
ticular scenic beauty or historical sig-
nificance as determined by the Federal,
State, or local officials having jurisdic-
tion thereof, and includes interests in
land which have been acquired for the
restoration, preservation, and enhance-
ment of scenic beauty.

(h) Parkland means any publicly
owned land which is designated or used
as a public park, recreation area, wild-
life or waterfowl refuge or historic site.

23 CFR Ch. | (4-1-12 Edition)

(i) Federal or State law means a Fed-
eral or State constitutional provision
or statute, or an ordinance, rule, or
regulation enacted or adopted by a
State or Federal agency or a political
subdivision of a State pursuant to a
Federal or State constitution or stat-
ute.

(j) Visible means capable of being seen
(whether or not legible) without visual
aid by a person of normal visual acu-
ity.

(k) Freeway means a divided arterial
highway for through traffic with full
control of access.

(1) Rest area means an area or site es-
tablished and maintained within or ad-
jacent to the highway right-of-way by
or under public supervision or control
for the convenience of the traveling
public.

(m) Directional and official signs and
notices includes only official signs and
notices, public utility signs, service
club and religious notices, public serv-
ice signs, and directional signs.

(n) Official signs and notices means
signs and notices erected and main-
tained by public officers or public
agencies within their territorial or zon-
ing jurisdiction and pursuant to and in
accordance with direction or authoriza-
tion contained in Federal, State, or
local law for the purposes of carrying
out an official duty or responsibility.
Historical markers authorized by State
law and erected by State or local gov-
ernment agencies or nonprofit histor-
ical societies may be considered offi-
cial signs.

(0) Public utility signs means warning
signs, informational signs, notices, or
markers which are customarily erected
and maintained by publicly or pri-
vately owned public utilities, as essen-
tial to their operations.

(p) Service club and religious notices
means signs and notices, whose erec-
tion is authorized by law, relating to
meetings of nonprofit service clubs or
charitable associations, or religious
services, which signs do not exceed 8
square feet in area.

(q) Public service signs means signs lo-
cated on school bus stop shelters,
which signs:

(1) Identify the donor,
contributor of said shelters;

sponsor, or
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(2) Contain public service messages,
which shall occupy not less than 50 per-
cent of the area of the sign;

(3) Contain no other message;

(4) Are located on schoolbus shelters
which are authorized or approved by
city, county, or State law, regulation,
or ordinance, and at places approved by
the city, county, or State agency con-
trolling the highway involved; and

(5) May not exceed 32 square feet in
area. Not more than one sign on each
shelter shall face in any one direction.

(r) Directional signs means signs con-
taining directional information about
public places owned or operated by
Federal, State, or local governments or
their agencies; publicly or privately
owned natural phenomena, historic,
cultural, scientific, educational, and
religious sites; and areas of natural
scenic beauty or naturally suited for
outdoor recreation, deemed to be in the
interest of the traveling public.

(s) State means any one of the 50
States, the District of Columbia, or
Puerto Rico.

(t) Urban area means an urbanized
area or, in the case of an urbanized
area encompassing more than one
State, that part of the urbanized areas
in each such State, or an urban place
as designated by the Bureau of the Cen-
sus having a population of five thou-
sand or more and not within any ur-
banized area, within boundaries to be
fixed by responsible State and local of-
ficials in cooperation with each other,
subject to approval by the Secretary.
Such boundaries shall, as a minimum,
encompass the entire urban place des-
ignated by the Bureau of the Census.

[38 FR 16044, June 30, 1973, as amended at 40
FR 21934, May 20, 1975]

§750..154 Standards
signs.

The following apply only to direc-
tional signs:

(a) General. The following signs are
prohibited:

(1) Signs advertising activities that
are illegal under Federal or State laws
or regulations in effect at the location
of those signs or at the location of
those activities.

(2) Signs located in such a manner as
to obscure or otherwise interfere with
the effectiveness of an official traffic

for directional

§750.154

sign, signal, or device, or obstruct or
interfere with the driver’s view of ap-
proaching, merging, or intersecting
traffic.

(3) Signs which are erected or main-
tained upon trees or painted or drawn
upon rocks or other natural features.

(4) Obsolete signs.

(5) Signs which are structurally un-
safe or in disrepair.

(6) Signs which move or have any
animated or moving parts.

(7) Signs located in rest areas, park-
lands or scenic areas.

(b) Size. (1) No sign shall exceed the
following limits:

(i) Maximum area—150 square feet.

(ii) Maximum height—20 feet.

(iii) Maximum length—20 feet.

(2) All dimensions include border and
trim, but exclude supports.

(c) Lighting. Signs may be illumi-
nated, subject to the following:

(1) Signs which contain, include, or
are illuminated by any flashing, inter-
mittent, or moving light or lights are
prohibited.

(2) Signs which are not effectively
shielded so as to prevent beams or rays
of light from being directed at any por-
tion of the traveled way of an Inter-
state or primary highway or which are
of such intensity or brilliance as to
cause glare or to impair the vision of
the driver of any motor vehicle, or
which otherwise interfere with any
driver’s operation of a motor vehicle
are prohibited.

(3) No sign may be so illuminated as
to interfere with the effectiveness of or
obscure an official traffic sign, device,
or signal.

(d) Spacing. (1) Each location of a di-
rectional sign must be approved by the
State highway department.

(2) No directional sign may be lo-
cated within 2,000 feet of an inter-
change, or intersection at grade along
the Interstate System or other free-
ways (measured along the Interstate or
freeway from the nearest point of the
beginning or ending of pavement wid-
ening at the exit from or entrance to
the main traveled way).

(3) No directional sign may be lo-
cated within 2,000 feet of a rest area,
parkland, or scenic area.
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(4)(i) No two directional signs facing
the same direction of travel shall be
spaced less than 1 mile apart;

(ii) Not more than three directional
signs pertaining to the same activity
and facing the same direction of travel
may be erected along a single route ap-
proaching the activity;

(iii) Signs located adjacent to the
Interstate System shall be within 75
air miles of the activity; and

(iv) Signs located adjacent to the pri-
mary system shall be within 50 air
miles of the activity.

(e) Message content. The message on
directional signs shall be limited to the
identification of the attraction or ac-
tivity and directional information use-
ful to the traveler in locating the at-
traction, such as mileage, route num-
bers, or exit numbers. Descriptive
words or phrases, and pictorial or pho-
tographic representations of the activ-
ity or its environs are prohibited.

(f) Selection method and criteria. (1)
Privately owned activities or attrac-
tions eligible for directional signing
are limited to the following: natural
phenomena; scenic attractions; his-
toric, educational, cultural, scientific,
and religious sites; and outdoor rec-
reational areas.

(2) To be eligible, privately owned at-
tractions or activities must be nation-
ally or regionally known, and of out-
standing interest to the traveling pub-
lic.

(3) Each State shall develop specific
selection methods and criteria to be
used in determining whether or not an
activity qualifies for this type of sign-
ing. A statement as to selection meth-
ods and criteria shall be furnished to
the Secretary of Transportation before
the State permits the erection of any
such signs under section 131(c) of title
23 U.S.C., and this part.

§750.155 State standards.

This part does not prohibit a State
from establishing and maintaining
standards which are more restrictive
with respect to directional and official
signs and notices along the Federal-aid
highway systems than these national
standards.

[38 FR 16044, June 20, 1973, as amended at 40
FR 21934, May 20, 1975]

23 CFR Ch. | (4-1-12 Edition)
Subpart C [Reserved]

Subpart D—Outdoor Advertising
(Acquisition of Rights of Sign
and Sign Site Owners)

AUTHORITY: 23 U.S.C. 131 and 315; 23 CFR
1.32 and 1.48(b).

SOURCE: 39 FR 27436, July 29, 1974, unless
otherwise noted.

§750.301 Purpose.

To prescribe the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) policies relat-
ing to Federal participation in the
costs of acquiring the property inter-
ests necessary for removal of noncon-
forming advertising signs, displays and
devices on the Federal-aid Primary and
Interstate Systems, including toll sec-
tions on such systems, regardless of
whether Federal funds participated in
the construction thereof. This regula-
tion should not be construed to author-
ize any additional rights in eminent
domain not already existing under
State law or under 23 U.S.C. 131(g).

§750.302 Policy.

(a) Just compensation shall be paid
for the rights and interests of the sign
and site owner in those outdoor adver-
tising signs, displays, or devices which
are lawfully existing under State law,
in conformance with the terms of 23
U.S.C. 131.

(b)(1) Federal reimbursement will be
made on the basis of 75 percent of the
acquisition, removal and incidental
costs legally incurred or obligated by
the State.

(2) Federal funds will participate in
100 percent of the costs of removal of
those signs which were removed prior
to January 4, 1975, by relocation, pur-
suant to the provisions of 23 CFR
§750.305(a)(2), and which are required to
be removed as a result of the amend-
ments made to 23 U.S.C. 131 by the Fed-
eral-Aid Highway Amendments of 1974,
Pub. L. 93-643, section 109, January 4,
1975. Such signs must have been relo-
cated to a legal site, must have been le-
gally maintained since the relocation,
and must not have been substantially
changed, as defined by the State main-
tenance standards, issued pursuant to
23 CFR 750.707(b).
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