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§150.445 Evidence.

(a) The ALJ will determine the ad-
missibility of evidence.

(b) Except as provided in this part,
the ALJ will not be bound by the Fed-
eral Rules of Evidence. However, the
ALJ may apply the Federal Rules of
Evidence where appropriate; for exam-
ple, to exclude unreliable evidence.

(c) The ALJ excludes irrelevant or
immaterial evidence.

(d) Although relevant, evidence may
be excluded if its probative value is
substantially outweighed by the danger
of unfair prejudice, confusion of the
issues, or by considerations of undue
delay or needless presentation of cumu-
lative evidence.

(e) Although relevant, evidence is ex-
cluded if it is privileged under Federal
law.

(f) Evidence concerning offers of com-
promise or settlement made in this ac-
tion will be inadmissible to the extent
provided in the Federal Rules of Evi-
dence.

(g) Evidence of acts other than those
at issue in the instant case is admis-
sible in determining the amount of any
civil money penalty if those acts are
used under §§150.317 and 150.323 of this
part to consider the entity’s prior
record of compliance, or to show mo-
tive, opportunity, intent, knowledge,
preparation, identity, or lack of mis-
take. This evidence is admissible re-
gardless of whether the acts occurred
during the statute of limitations period
applicable to the acts that constitute
the basis for liability in the case and
regardless of whether CMS’s notice
sent in accordance with §§150.307 and
150.343 referred to them.

(h) The ALJ will permit the parties
to introduce rebuttal witnesses and
evidence.

(i) All documents and other evidence
offered or taken for the record will be
open to examination by all parties, un-
less the ALJ orders otherwise for good
cause shown.

(j) The ALJ may not consider evi-
dence regarding the willingness and
ability to enter into and successfully
complete a corrective action plan when
that evidence pertains to matters oc-
curring after CMS’s notice under
§150.307.

§150.455

§150.447 The record.

(a) Any testimony that is taken in-
person or by telephone is recorded and
transcribed. The ALJ may order that
other proceedings in a case, such as a
prehearing conference or oral argu-
ment of a motion, be recorded and
transcribed.

(b) The transcript of any testimony,
exhibits and other evidence that is ad-
mitted, and all pleadings and other
documents that are filed in the case
constitute the record for purposes of an
ALJ decision.

(c) For good cause, the ALJ may
order appropriate redactions made to
the record.

§150.449 Cost of transcripts.

Generally, each party is responsible
for 50 percent of the transcript cost.
Where there is an intervenor, the ALJ
determines what percentage of the
transcript cost is to be paid for by the
intervenor.

§150.451 Posthearing briefs.

Each party is entitled to file pro-
posed findings and conclusions, and
supporting reasons, in a posthearing
brief. The ALJ will establish the sched-
ule by which such briefs must be filed.
The ALJ may direct the parties to
brief specific questions in a case and
may impose page limits on posthearing
briefs. Additionally, the ALJ may
allow the parties to file posthearing
reply briefs.

§150.453 ALJ decision.

The ALJ will issue an initial agency
decision based only on the record and
on applicable law; the decision will
contain findings of fact and conclu-
sions of law. The ALJ’s decision is final
and appealable after 30 days unless it is
modified or vacated under §150.457.

§150.455 Sanctions.

(a) The ALJ may sanction a party or
an attorney for failing to comply with
an order or other directive or with a re-
quirement of a regulation, for abandon-
ment of a case, or for other actions
that interfere with the speedy, orderly
or fair conduct of the hearing. Any
sanction that is imposed will relate
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§150.457

reasonably to the severity and nature
of the failure or action.

(b) A sanction may include any of the
following actions:

(1) In the case of failure or refusal to
provide or permit discovery, drawing
negative fact inferences or treating
such failure or refusal as an admission
by deeming the matter, or certain
facts, to be established.

(2) Prohibiting a party from intro-
ducing certain evidence or otherwise
advocating a particular claim or de-
fense.

(3) Striking pleadings, in whole or in
part.

(4) Staying the case.

(5) Dismissing the case.

(6) Entering a decision by default.

(7) Refusing to consider any motion
or other document that is not filed in
a timely manner.

(8) Taking other appropriate action.

§150.457 Review by Administrator.

(a) The Administrator of CMS (which
for purposes of this subsection may in-
clude his or her delegate), at his or her
discretion, may review in whole or in
part any initial agency decision issued
under §150.453.

(b) The Administrator may decide to
review an initial agency decision if it
appears from a preliminary review of
the decision (or from a preliminary re-
view of the record on which the initial
agency decision was based, if available
at the time) that:

(1) The ALJ made an erroneous inter-
pretation of law or regulation.

(2) The initial agency decision is not
supported by substantial evidence.

(3) The ALJ has incorrectly assumed
or denied jurisdiction or extended his
or her authority to a degree not pro-
vided for by statute or regulation.

(4) The ALJ decision requires clari-
fication, amplification, or an alter-
native legal basis for the decision.

(5) The ALJ decision otherwise re-
quires modification, reversal, or re-
mand.

(c) Within 30 days of the date of the
initial agency decision, the Adminis-
trator will mail a notice advising the
respondent of any intent to review the
decision in whole or in part.

(d) Within 30 days of receipt of a no-
tice that the Administrator intends to
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review an initial agency decision, the
respondent may submit, in writing, to
the Administrator any arguments in
support of, or exceptions to, the initial
agency decision.

(e) This submission of the informa-
tion indicated in paragraph (d) of this
section must be limited to issues the
Administrator has identified in his or
her notice of intent to review, if the
Administrator has given notice of an
intent to review the initial agency de-
cision only in part. A copy of this sub-
mission must be sent to the other
party.

(f) After receipt of any submissions
made pursuant to paragraph (d) of this
section and any additional submissions
for which the Administrator may pro-
vide, the Administrator will affirm, re-
verse, modify, or remand the initial
agency decision. The Administrator
will mail a copy of his or her decision
to the respondent.

(g) The Administrator’s decision will
be based on the record on which the
initial agency decision was based (as
forwarded by the ALJ to the Adminis-
trator) and any materials submitted
pursuant to paragraphs (b), (d), and (f)
of this section.

(h) The Administrator’s decision may
rely on decisions of any courts and
other applicable law, whether or not
cited in the initial agency decision.

§150.459 dJudicial review.

(a) Filing of an action for review. Any
responsible entity against whom a final
order imposing a civil money penalty
is entered may obtain review in the
United States District Court for any
district in which the entity is located
or in the United States District Court
for the District of Columbia by doing
the following:

(1) Filing a notice of appeal in that
court within 30 days from the date of a
final order.

(2) Simultaneously sending a copy of
the notice of appeal by registered mail
to CMS.

(b) Certification of administrative
record. CMS promptly certifies and files
with the court the record upon which
the penalty was assessed.

(c) Standard of review. The findings of
CMS and the ALJ may not be set aside
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