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(3) Modification of pharmacy access
standard and disclosure requirement. If
the plan provides coverage for drugs
purchased from all pharmacies, with-
out charging additional cost sharing
and without regard to whether they are
network pharmacies, §§423.120(a) and
423.132 requiring certain network ac-
cess standards and the disclosure of the
availability of lower cost bioequivalent
generic drugs does not apply to the
plan.

(e) Special rule for plans with standard-
ized bids sufficiently below the national
average monthly bid to result in a nega-
tive premium. In the event of a negative
premium, as described in §423.286(d)(1),
CMS negotiates the incorporation of
the negative premium amount into the
bid as either a reduction in the supple-
mental premium if the Part D plan al-
ready submitted a bid with an en-
hanced alternative benefit, or CMS re-
quires the addition of new enhanced al-
ternative benefit of no less value than
the amount of the negative premium.

[70 FR 4525, Jan. 28, 2005, as amended at 75
FR 19819, Apr. 15, 2010; 76 FR 21574, Apr. 15,
2011]

§423.279 National average monthly
bid amount.

(a) Bids included. For each year (be-
ginning with 2006) CMS computes a na-
tional average monthly bid amount
from approved bids submitted under
§423.265 in order to calculate the base
beneficiary premium, as provided in
§423.286(c). The national average
monthly bid amount is equal to a
weighted average of the standardized
bid amounts for each prescription drug
plan (not including fallbacks) and for
each MA-PD plan described in section
1851(a)(2)(A)(1) of the Act. The calcula-
tion does not include bids submitted by
MSA plans, MA private fee-for-service
plans, specialized MA plans for special
needs individuals, PACE programs
under section 1894, and contracts under
reasonable cost reimbursement con-
tracts under section 1876(h) of the Act.

(b) Calculation of weighted average. (1)
The national average monthly bid
amount is a weighted average, with the
weight for each plan equal to a per-
centage with the numerator equal to
the number of Part D eligible individ-
uals enrolled in the plan in the ref-
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erence month (as defined in
§422.258(c)(1) of this chapter) and the
denominator equal to the total number
of Part D eligible individuals enrolled
in a reference month in all Part D
plans except MSA plans, fallbacks, MA
private fee-for-service plans, special-
ized MA plans for special needs individ-
uals, PACE programs under section
1894, and contracts under reasonable
cost reimbursement contracts under
section 1876(h) of the Act.

(2) For purposes of calculating the
monthly national average monthly bid
amount for 2006, CMS assigns equal
weighting to PDP sponsors (other than
fallback entities) and assigns MA-PD
plans included in the national average
bid a weight based on prior enrollment
(new MA-PD plans are assigned zero
weight).

(c) Geographic adjustment. (1) Upon
the development of an appropriate
methodology, the national average
monthly bid amount for Part D plans
will be adjusted to take into account
differences in prices for Part D drugs
among PDP regions.

(2) CMS does not apply any geo-
graphic adjustments if CMS determines
that price variations among PDP re-
gions are negligible.

(3) CMS applies any geographic ad-
justment in a budget neutral manner
so as to not result in a change in the
aggregate payments that may have
been made if CMS had not applied an
adjustment.

(4) CMS does not apply any geo-
graphic adjustment until an appro-
priate methodology is developed.

§423.286 Rules regarding premiums.

(a) General rule. Except as provided in
paragraphs (d)(3), (d)(4), and (e) of this
section, and with regard to employer
group waivers, the monthly beneficiary
premium for a Part D plan in a PDP re-
gion is the same for all Part D eligible
individuals enrolled in the plan. The
monthly beneficiary premium for a
Part D plan is the base beneficiary pre-
mium, as determined in paragraph (c)
of this section, adjusted as described in
paragraph (d) of this section for the dif-
ference between the bid and the na-
tional average monthly bid amount,
any supplemental benefits and for any
late enrollment penalties.
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