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describing the property and the proce-
dure for filing a claim for its return 
(see §§ 946.3 and 946.7). Such claims 
must be filed within 30 days from the 
date the notice is postmarked. If the 
apparent owner of the property fails to 
file a timely claim, the property is con-
sidered abandoned and must be dis-
posed of as provided in § 946.6. 

§ 946.3 Contraband and property sub-
ject to court order. 

Claims submitted with respect to 
property subject to this part, posses-
sion of which is unlawful, must be de-
nied, in writing, by certified mail and 
the person submitting the claim must 
be accorded 45 days from the post-
marked date to institute judicial pro-
ceedings to challenge the denial. If ju-
dicial proceedings are not instituted 
within 45 days, or any extension of 
time for good cause shown, the contra-
band property must be destroyed un-
less the Chief Postal Inspector or dele-
gate determines that it should be 
placed in official use by the Postal In-
spection Service. Property subject to 
this part, the disposition of which is in-
volved in litigation or is subject to an 
order of court, must be disposed of as 
determined by the court. 

§ 946.4 Disposition of property of un-
known owners. 

(a) Where no apparent owner of prop-
erty subject to this part is known, ex-
cept property described in § 946.3, and 
the Chief Postal Inspector or delegate 
estimates that the fair market value of 
the property exceeds $200, and the prop-
erty is not needed as evidence, the 
Chief Postal Inspector or delegate must 
publish notice providing the following 
information: 

(1) A description of the property in-
cluding model or serial numbers, if 
known; 

(2) The name, address, and telephone 
number of the Postal Inspector in 
Charge who has custody of the prop-
erty; and 

(3) A statement inviting any person 
who believes that he or she is fully en-
titled to the property to submit a 
claim for its return with the Postal In-
spector in Charge who is identified in 
the notice. Such claim must be sub-
mitted within 30 days from the date of 

first publication of the notice (See 
§ 946.7). 

(b) The notice under § 946.4(a) must be 
published once a week for three con-
secutive weeks in a publication of gen-
eral circulation within the judicial dis-
trict where the Postal Inspection Serv-
ice took possession of the property. 

§ 946.5 Disposition of property having 
a value of less than $200. 

Where the owner of property subject 
to this part is unknown and the Chief 
Postal Inspector or delegate estimates 
that fair market value of such property 
is $200 or less, title to the property 
vests in the United States Postal Serv-
ice, subject to the right of the owner to 
submit a valid claim as provided in 
§ 946.6. 

§ 946.6 Disposition of abandoned prop-
erty; additional period for filing 
claims. 

(a) Upon expiration of the time pro-
vided in §§ 946.2 and 946.4(a)(3) for the 
filing of claims or any extension there-
of, and without the receipt of a timely 
claim, the property described in the no-
tice is considered abandoned and be-
comes the property of the United 
States Postal Service. However, if the 
owner satisfies the requirements of 
§ 946.6(b), except for property described 
in § 946.3, such abandoned property 
must be returned to the owner if a 
valid claim is filed within 3 years from 
the date the property became aban-
doned, with the following qualifica-
tions: 

(1) Where property has been placed in 
official use by the Postal Inspection 
Service, a person submitting a valid 
claim under this section must be reim-
bursed the fair market value of the 
property at the time title vested in the 
United States Postal Service, less costs 
incurred by the Postal Service in re-
turning or attempting to return such 
property to the owner and; 

(2) Where property has been sold, a 
person submitting a valid claim under 
this section must be reimbursed the 
same amount as the last appraised 
value of the property prior to the sale 
of such property. 

(b) In order to present a valid claim 
under § 946.6(a), the claimant must es-
tablish that he or she had no actual or 
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