§ 1.72

37 CFR Ch. I (7–1–11 Edition)
mensurate with the invention as
claimed and any object recited should
be that of the invention as claimed.

date the issue fee is paid, the patent as
issued may not necessarily include the
names of the parties to the joint research agreement. If the patent as
issued does not include the names of
the parties to the joint research agreement, the patent must be corrected to
include the names of the parties to the
joint research agreement by a certificate of correction under 35 U.S.C. 255
and § 1.323 for the amendment to be effective.

§ 1.74

[24 FR 10332, Dec. 22, 1959, as amended at 53
FR 47808, Nov. 28, 1988; 58 FR 38723, July 20,
1993; 68 FR 38628, June 30, 2003; 70 FR 1823,
Jan. 11, 2005; 70 FR 54266, Sept. 14, 2005]

§ 1.75

Claim(s).

(a) The specification must conclude
with a claim particularly pointing out
and distinctly claiming the subject
matter which the applicant regards as
his invention or discovery.
(b) More than one claim may be presented provided they differ substantially from each other and are not unduly multiplied.
(c) One or more claims may be presented in dependent form, referring
back to and further limiting another
claim or claims in the same application. Any dependent claim which refers
to more than one other claim (‘‘multiple dependent claim’’) shall refer to
such other claims in the alternative
only. A multiple dependent claim shall
not serve as a basis for any other multiple dependent claim. For fee calculation purposes under § 1.16, a multiple
dependent claim will be considered to
be that number of claims to which direct reference is made therein. For fee
calculation purposes also, any claim
depending from a multiple dependent
claim will be considered to be that
number of claims to which direct reference is made in that multiple dependent claim. In addition to the other
filing fees, any original application
which is filed with, or is amended to include, multiple dependent claims must
have paid therein the fee set forth in
§ 1.16(j). Claims in dependent form shall
be construed to include all the limitations of the claim incorporated by reference into the dependent claim. A
multiple dependent claim shall be construed to incorporate by reference all
the limitations of each of the particular claims in relation to which it is
being considered.

§ 1.72 Title and abstract.
(a) The title of the invention may not
exceed 500 characters in length and
must be as short and specific as possible. Characters that cannot be captured and recorded in the Office’s automated information systems may not be
reflected in the Office’s records in such
systems or in documents created by
the Office. Unless the title is supplied
in an application data sheet (§ 1.76), the
title of the invention should appear as
a heading on the first page of the specification.
(b) A brief abstract of the technical
disclosure in the specification must
commence on a separate sheet, preferably following the claims, under the
heading ‘‘Abstract’’ or ‘‘Abstract of the
Disclosure.’’ The sheet or sheets presenting the abstract may not include
other parts of the application or other
material. The abstract in an application filed under 35 U.S.C. 111 may not
exceed 150 words in length. The purpose
of the abstract is to enable the United
States Patent and Trademark Office
and the public generally to determine
quickly from a cursory inspection the
nature and gist of the technical disclosure.
[65 FR 54667, Sept. 8, 2000, as amended at 65
FR 57054, Sept. 20, 2000; 68 FR 38628, June 30,
2003]
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Reference to drawings.

When there are drawings, there shall
be a brief description of the several
views of the drawings and the detailed
description of the invention shall refer
to the different views by specifying the
numbers of the figures and to the different parts by use of reference letters
or numerals (preferably the latter).

§ 1.73 Summary of the invention.
A brief summary of the invention indicating its nature and substance,
which may include a statement of the
object of the invention, should precede
the detailed description. Such summary should, when set forth, be com-
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