§ 83.25
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the Mississippi River) and on waters
specified by the Secretary, a powerdriven vessel when pushing ahead or
towing alongside, except as paragraph
(b) applies, shall exhibit:
(1) Sidelights; and
(2) Two towing lights in a vertical
line.
(j) Towing another vessel in distress or
otherwise in need of assistance. Where
from any sufficient cause it is impracticable for a vessel not normally engaged in towing operations to display
the lights prescribed by paragraph (a),
(c) or (i) of this Rule, such vessel shall
not be required to exhibit those lights
when engaged in towing another vessel
in distress or otherwise in need of assistance. All possible measures shall be
taken to indicate the nature of the relationship between the towing vessel
and the vessel being assisted. The
searchlight authorized by Rule 36 may
be used to illuminate the tow.
§ 83.25 Sailing vessels underway and
vessels under oars (Rule 25).
(a) Sailing vessels underway. A sailing
vessel underway shall exhibit:
(1) Sidelights; and
(2) A sternlight.
(b) Sailing vessels of less than 20 meters
in length. In a sailing vessel of less than
20 meters in length the lights prescribed in paragraph (a) of this Rule
may be combined in one lantern carried at or near the top of the mast
where it can best be seen.
(c) Additional lights. A sailing vessel
underway may, in addition to the
lights prescribed in paragraph (a) of
this Rule, exhibit at or near the top of
the mast, where they can best be seen,
two all-round lights in a vertical line,
the upper being red and the lower
green, but these lights shall not be exhibited in conjunction with the combined lantern permitted by paragraph
(b) of this Rule.
(d) Sailing vessels of less than 7 meters
in length; vessels under oars.
(1) A sailing vessel of less than 7 meters in length shall, if practicable, exhibit the lights prescribed in paragraph
(a) or (b) of this Rule, but if she does
not, she shall have ready at hand an
electric torch or lighted lantern showing a white light which shall be exhib-

ited in sufficient time to prevent collision.
(2) A vessel under oars may exhibit
the lights prescribed in this Rule for
sailing vessels, but if she does not, she
shall have ready at hand an electric
torch or lighted lantern showing a
white light which shall be exhibited in
sufficient time to prevent collision.
(e) Vessels proceeding under sail. A vessel proceeding under sail when also
being propelled by machinery shall exhibit forward where it can best be seen
a conical shape, apex downward. A vessel of less than 12 meters in length is
not required to exhibit this shape, but
may do so.
§ 83.26

Fishing vessels (Rule 26).

(a) Exhibition of only prescribed lights
and shapes. A vessel engaged in fishing,
whether underway or at anchor, shall
exhibit only the lights and shapes prescribed in this Rule.
(b) Vessels engaged in trawling. A vessel when engaged in trawling, by which
is meant the dragging through the
water of a dredge net or other apparatus used as a fishing appliance, shall
exhibit:
(1) Two all-round lights in a vertical
line, the upper being green and the
lower white, or a shape consisting of
two cones with their apexes together in
a vertical line one above the other;
(2) A masthead light abaft of and
higher than the all-round green light; a
vessel of less than 50 meters in length
shall not be obliged to exhibit such a
light but may do so; and
(3) When making way through the
water, in addition to the lights prescribed in this paragraph, sidelights
and a sternlight.
(c)Vessels engaged in fishing other than
trawling. A vessel engaged in fishing,
other than trawling, shall exhibit:
(1) Two all-round lights in a vertical
line, the upper being green and the
lower white, or a shape consisting of
two cones with their apexes together in
a vertical line one above the other;
(2) A masthead light abaft of and
higher than the all-round green light; a
vessel of less than 50 meters in length
shall not be obliged to exhibit such a
light but may do so; and
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§ 83.27

(3) When making way through the
water, in addition to the lights prescribed in this paragraph, sidelights
and a sternlight.
(c) Vessels engaged in fishing other
than trawling. A vessel engaged in fishing, other than trawling, shall exhibit:
(1) Two all-round lights in a vertical
line, the upper being red and the lower
white, or a shape consisting of two
cones with apexes together in a
vertical line one above the other;
(2) When there is outlying gear extending more than 150 meters horizontally from the vessel, an all-round
white light or a cone apex upward in
the direction of the gear; and
(3) When making way through the
water, in addition to the lights prescribed in this paragraph, sidelights
and a sternlight.
(d) Vessels engaged in fishing in close
proximity to other vessels engaged in fishing. The additional signals described in
Annex II to these Rules apply to a vessel engaged in fishing in close proximity to other vessels engaged in fishing.
(e) Vessels when not engaged in fishing.
A vessel when not engaged in fishing
shall not exhibit the lights or shapes
prescribed in this Rule, but only those
prescribed for a vessel of her length.
§ 83.27 Vessels not under command or
restricted in their ability to maneuver (Rule 27).
(a) Vessels not under command. A vessel not under command shall exhibit:
(1) Two all-round red lights in a
vertical line where they can best be
seen;
(2) Two balls or similar shapes in a
vertical line where they can best be
seen; and
(iii) When making way through the
water, in addition to the lights prescribed in this paragraph, sidelights
and a sternlight.
(b) Vessels restricted in their ability to
maneuver. A vessel restricted in her
ability to maneuver, except a vessel
engaged in mineclearance operations,
shall exhibit:
(1) Three all-round lights in a
vertical line where they can best be
seen. The highest and lowest of these
lights shall be red and the middle light
shall be white;

(2) Three shapes in a vertical line
where they can best be seen. The highest and lowest of these shapes shall be
balls and the middle one a diamond;
(3) When making way through the
water, masthead lights, sidelights and
a sternlight, in addition to the lights
prescribed in subparagraph (b)(1); and
(4) When at anchor, in addition to the
lights or shapes prescribed in subparagraphs (b)(1) and (2), the light, lights or
shapes prescribed in Rule 30.
(c) Vessels engaged in towing operations. A vessel engaged in a towing operation which severely restricts the
towing vessel and her tow in their ability to deviate from their course shall,
in addition to the lights or shapes prescribed in subparagraphs (b)(1) and (2)
of this Rule, exhibit the lights or shape
prescribed in Rule 24.
(d) Vessels engaged in dredging or underwater operations. A vessel engaged in
dredging or underwater operations,
when restricted in her ability to maneuver, shall exhibit the lights and
shapes prescribed in subparagraphs
(b)(1), (2), and (3) of this Rule and shall
in addition, when an obstruction exists, exhibit:
(1) Two all-round red lights or two
balls in a vertical line to indicate the
side on which the obstruction exists;
(2) Two all-round green lights or two
diamonds in a vertical line to indicate
the side on which another vessel may
pass; and
(3) When at anchor, the lights or
shape prescribed by this paragraph, instead of the lights or shapes prescribed
in Rule 30 for anchored vessels.
(e) Vessels engaged in diving operations. Whenever the size of a vessel engaged in diving operations makes it
impracticable to exhibit all lights and
shapes prescribed in paragraph (d) of
this Rule, the following shall instead
be exhibited:
(1) Three all-round lights in a
vertical line where they can best be
seen. The highest and lowest of these
lights shall be red and the middle light
shall be white.
(2) A rigid replica of the international Code flag ’’A’’ not less than 1
meter in height. Measures shall be
taken to insure its all-round visibility.
(f) Vessels engaged in mineclearance operations.
A
vessel
engaged
in
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