Federal Aviation Administration, DOT
Color and type of
signal

Meaning with respect to aircraft on
the surface

Meaning with respect to aircraft in
flight

Steady red ............

Stop ......................

Flashing red ..........

Taxi clear of runway in use.
Return to starting
point on airport.
Exercise extreme
caution.

Give way to other
aircraft and continue circling.
Airport unsafe—do
not land.
Not applicable.

Flashing white ......
Alternating red and
green.

wwoods2 on DSK1DXX6B1PROD with CFR

§ 91.129

Exercise extreme
caution.

§ 91.126 Operating on or in the vicinity
of an airport in Class G airspace.
(a) General. Unless otherwise authorized or required, each person operating
an aircraft on or in the vicinity of an
airport in a Class G airspace area must
comply with the requirements of this
section.
(b) Direction of turns. When approaching to land at an airport without an operating control tower in Class G airspace—
(1) Each pilot of an airplane must
make all turns of that airplane to the
left unless the airport displays approved light signals or visual markings
indicating that turns should be made
to the right, in which case the pilot
must make all turns to the right; and
(2) Each pilot of a helicopter or a
powered parachute must avoid the flow
of fixed-wing aircraft.
(c) Flap settings. Except when necessary for training or certification, the
pilot in command of a civil turbojetpowered aircraft must use, as a final
flap setting, the minimum certificated
landing flap setting set forth in the approved performance information in the
Airplane Flight Manual for the applicable conditions. However, each pilot
in command has the final authority
and responsibility for the safe operation of the pilot’s airplane, and may
use a different flap setting for that airplane if the pilot determines that it is
necessary in the interest of safety.
(d) Communications with control towers. Unless otherwise authorized or required by ATC, no person may operate
an aircraft to, from, through, or on an
airport having an operational control
tower unless two-way radio communications are maintained between that
aircraft and the control tower. Communications must be established prior to 4
nautical miles from the airport, up to
and including 2,500 feet AGL. However,

if the aircraft radio fails in flight, the
pilot in command may operate that
aircraft and land if weather conditions
are at or above basic VFR weather
minimums, visual contact with the
tower is maintained, and a clearance to
land is received. If the aircraft radio
fails while in flight under IFR, the
pilot must comply with § 91.185.
[Doc. No. 24458, 56 FR 65658, Dec. 17, 1991, as
amended by Amdt. 91–239, 59 FR 11693, Mar.
11, 1994; Amdt. 91–282, 69 FR 44880, July 27,
2004]

§ 91.127 Operating on or in the vicinity
of an airport in Class E airspace.
(a) Unless otherwise required by part
93 of this chapter or unless otherwise
authorized or required by the ATC facility having jurisdiction over the
Class E airspace area, each person operating an aircraft on or in the vicinity
of an airport in a Class E airspace area
must comply with the requirements of
§ 91.126.
(b) Departures. Each pilot of an aircraft must comply with any traffic patterns established for that airport in
part 93 of this chapter.
(c) Communications with control towers. Unless otherwise authorized or required by ATC, no person may operate
an aircraft to, from, through, or on an
airport having an operational control
tower unless two-way radio communications are maintained between that
aircraft and the control tower. Communications must be established prior to 4
nautical miles from the airport, up to
and including 2,500 feet AGL. However,
if the aircraft radio fails in flight, the
pilot in command may operate that
aircraft and land if weather conditions
are at or above basic VFR weather
minimums, visual contact with the
tower is maintained, and a clearance to
land is received. If the aircraft radio
fails while in flight under IFR, the
pilot must comply with § 91.185.
[Doc. No. 24458, 56 FR 65658, Dec. 17, 1991, as
amended by Amdt. 91–239, 59 FR 11693, Mar.
11, 1994]

§ 91.129 Operations in Class D airspace.
(a) General. Unless otherwise authorized or required by the ATC facility
having jurisdiction over the Class D
airspace area, each person operating an
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