
427 

Federal Aviation Administration, DOT § 61.65 

§ 61.65 Instrument rating require-
ments. 

(a) General. A person who applies for 
an instrument rating must: 

(1) Hold at least a private pilot cer-
tificate with an airplane, helicopter, or 
powered-lift rating appropriate to the 
instrument rating sought; 

(2) Be able to read, speak, write, and 
understand the English language. If the 
applicant is unable to meet any of 
these requirements due to a medical 
condition, the Administrator may 
place such operating limitations on the 
applicant’s pilot certificate as are nec-
essary for the safe operation of the air-
craft; 

(3) Receive and log ground training 
from an authorized instructor or ac-
complish a home-study course of train-
ing on the aeronautical knowledge 
areas of paragraph (b) of this section 
that apply to the instrument rating 
sought; 

(4) Receive a logbook or training 
record endorsement from an authorized 
instructor certifying that the person is 
prepared to take the required knowl-
edge test; 

(5) Receive and log training on the 
areas of operation of paragraph (c) of 
this section from an authorized in-
structor in an aircraft, flight simu-
lator, or flight training device that 
represents an airplane, helicopter, or 
powered-lift appropriate to the instru-
ment rating sought; 

(6) Receive a logbook or training 
record endorsement from an authorized 
instructor certifying that the person is 
prepared to take the required practical 
test; 

(7) Pass the required knowledge test 
on the aeronautical knowledge areas of 
paragraph (b) of this section; however, 
an applicant is not required to take an-
other knowledge test when that person 
already holds an instrument rating; 
and 

(8) Pass the required practical test on 
the areas of operation in paragraph (c) 
of this section in— 

(i) An airplane, helicopter, or pow-
ered-lift appropriate to the rating 
sought; or 

(ii) A flight simulator or a flight 
training device appropriate to the rat-
ing sought and for the specific maneu-
ver or instrument approach procedure 

performed. If an approved flight train-
ing device is used for the practical test, 
the instrument approach procedures 
conducted in that flight training device 
are limited to one precision and one 
nonprecision approach, provided the 
flight training device is approved for 
the procedure performed. 

(b) Aeronautical knowledge. A person 
who applies for an instrument rating 
must have received and logged ground 
training from an authorized instructor 
or accomplished a home-study course 
on the following aeronautical knowl-
edge areas that apply to the instru-
ment rating sought: 

(1) Federal Aviation Regulations of 
this chapter that apply to flight oper-
ations under IFR; 

(2) Appropriate information that ap-
plies to flight operations under IFR in 
the ‘‘Aeronautical Information Man-
ual;’’ 

(3) Air traffic control system and pro-
cedures for instrument flight oper-
ations; 

(4) IFR navigation and approaches by 
use of navigation systems; 

(5) Use of IFR en route and instru-
ment approach procedure charts; 

(6) Procurement and use of aviation 
weather reports and forecasts and the 
elements of forecasting weather trends 
based on that information and personal 
observation of weather conditions; 

(7) Safe and efficient operation of air-
craft under instrument flight rules and 
conditions; 

(8) Recognition of critical weather 
situations and windshear avoidance; 

(9) Aeronautical decision making and 
judgment; and 

(10) Crew resource management, in-
cluding crew communication and co-
ordination. 

(c) Flight proficiency. A person who 
applies for an instrument rating must 
receive and log training from an au-
thorized instructor in an aircraft, or in 
a flight simulator or flight training de-
vice, in accordance with paragraph (e) 
of this section, that includes the fol-
lowing areas of operation: 

(1) Preflight preparation; 
(2) Preflight procedures; 
(3) Air traffic control clearances and 

procedures; 
(4) Flight by reference to instru-

ments; 
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(5) Navigation systems; 
(6) Instrument approach procedures; 
(7) Emergency operations; and 
(8) Postflight procedures. 
(d) Aeronautical experience for the in-

strument-airplane rating. A person who 
applies for an instrument-airplane rat-
ing must have logged: 

(1) Fifty hours of cross country flight 
time as pilot in command, of which 10 
hours must have been in an airplane; 
and 

(2) Forty hours of actual or simu-
lated instrument time in the areas of 
operation listed in paragraph (c) of this 
section, of which 15 hours must have 
been received from an authorized in-
structor who holds an instrument-air-
plane rating, and the instrument time 
includes: 

(i) Three hours of instrument flight 
training from an authorized instructor 
in an airplane that is appropriate to 
the instrument-airplane rating within 
2 calendar months before the date of 
the practical test; and 

(ii) Instrument flight training on 
cross country flight procedures, includ-
ing one cross country flight in an air-
plane with an authorized instructor, 
that is performed under instrument 
flight rules, when a flight plan has 
been filed with an air traffic control fa-
cility, and that involves— 

(A) A flight of 250 nautical miles 
along airways or by directed routing 
from an air traffic control facility; 

(B) An instrument approach at each 
airport; and 

(C) Three different kinds of ap-
proaches with the use of navigation 
systems. 

(e) Aeronautical experience for the in-
strument-helicopter rating. A person who 
applies for an instrument-helicopter 
rating must have logged: 

(1) Fifty hours of cross country flight 
time as pilot in command, of which 10 
hours must have been in a helicopter; 
and 

(2) Forty hours of actual or simu-
lated instrument time in the areas of 
operation listed under paragraph (c) of 
this section, of which 15 hours must 
have been with an authorized instruc-
tor who holds an instrument-helicopter 
rating, and the instrument time in-
cludes: 

(i) Three hours of instrument flight 
training from an authorized instructor 
in a helicopter that is appropriate to 
the instrument-helicopter rating with-
in 2 calendar months before the date of 
the practical test; and 

(ii) Instrument flight training on 
cross country flight procedures, includ-
ing one cross country flight in a heli-
copter with an authorized instructor 
that is performed under instrument 
flight rules and a flight plan has been 
filed with an air traffic control facil-
ity, and involves— 

(A) A flight of 100 nautical miles 
along airways or by directed routing 
from an air traffic control facility; 

(B) An instrument approach at each 
airport; and 

(C) Three different kinds of ap-
proaches with the use of navigation 
systems. 

(f) Aeronautical experience for the in-
strument-powered-lift rating. A person 
who applies for an instrument-powered- 
lift rating must have logged: 

(1) Fifty hours of cross country flight 
time as pilot in command, of which 10 
hours cross country must have been in 
a powered-lift; and 

(2) Forty hours of actual or simu-
lated instrument time in the areas of 
operation listed under paragraph (c) of 
this section, of which 15 hours must 
have been received from an authorized 
instructor who holds an instrument- 
powered-lift rating, and the instrument 
time includes: 

(i) Three hours of instrument flight 
training from an authorized instructor 
in a powered-lift that is appropriate to 
the instrument-powered-lift rating 
within 2 calendar months before the 
date of the practical test; and 

(ii) Instrument flight training on 
cross country flight procedures, includ-
ing one cross country flight in a pow-
ered-lift with an authorized instructor 
that is performed under instrument 
flight rules, when a flight plan has 
been filed with an air traffic control fa-
cility, that involves— 

(A) A flight of 250 nautical miles 
along airways or by directed routing 
from an air traffic control facility; 

(B) An instrument approach at each 
airport; and 
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(C) Three different kinds of ap-
proaches with the use of navigation 
systems. 

(g) Use of flight simulators or flight 
training devices. If the instrument time 
was provided by an authorized instruc-
tor in a flight simulator or flight train-
ing device— 

(1) A maximum of 30 hours may be 
performed in that flight simulator or 
flight training device if the instrument 
time was completed in accordance with 
part 142 of this chapter; or 

(2) A maximum of 20 hours may be 
performed in that flight simulator or 
flight training device if the instrument 
time was not completed in accordance 
with part 142 of this chapter. 

(h) Use of an aviation training device. 
A maximum of 10 hours of instrument 
time received in an aviation training 
device may be credited for the instru-
ment time requirements of this section 
if— 

(1) The device is approved and au-
thorized by the FAA; 

(2) An authorized instructor provides 
the instrument time in the device; 

(3) No more than 10 hours of instru-
ment time in a flight simulator or 
flight training device was credited for 
the instrument time requirements of 
this section; 

(4) A view-limiting device was worn 
by the applicant when logging instru-
ment time in the device; and 

(5) The FAA approved the instrument 
training and instrument tasks per-
formed in the device. 

[Doc. No. 25910, 62 FR 16298, Apr. 4, 1997; 
Amdt. 61–103, 62 FR 40900, July 30, 1997; 
Amdt. 61–124, 74 FR 42554, Aug. 21, 2009] 

§ 61.67 Category II pilot authorization 
requirements. 

(a) General. A person who applies for 
a Category II pilot authorization must 
hold: 

(1) At least a private or commercial 
pilot certificate with an instrument 
rating or an airline transport pilot cer-
tificate; 

(2) A type rating for the aircraft for 
which the authorization is sought if 
that aircraft requires a type rating; 
and 

(3) A category and class rating for 
the aircraft for which the authoriza-
tion is sought. 

(b) Experience requirements. An appli-
cant for a Category II pilot authoriza-
tion must have at least— 

(1) 50 hours of night flight time as 
pilot in command. 

(2) 75 hours of instrument time under 
actual or simulated instrument condi-
tions that may include not more 
than— 

(i) A combination of 25 hours of simu-
lated instrument flight time in a flight 
simulator or flight training device; or 

(ii) 40 hours of simulated instrument 
flight time if accomplished in an ap-
proved course conducted by an appro-
priately rated training center certifi-
cated under part 142 of this chapter. 

(3) 250 hours of cross-country flight 
time as pilot in command. 

(c) Practical test requirements. (1) A 
practical test must be passed by a per-
son who applies for— 

(i) Issuance or renewal of a Category 
II pilot authorization; and 

(ii) The addition of another type air-
craft to the applicant’s Category II 
pilot authorization. 

(2) To be eligible for the practical 
test for an authorization under this 
section, an applicant must— 

(i) Meet the requirements of para-
graphs (a) and (b) of this section; and 

(ii) If the applicant has not passed a 
practical test for this authorization 
during the 12 calendar months pre-
ceding the month of the test, then that 
person must— 

(A) Meet the requirements of 
§ 61.57(c); and 

(B) Have performed at least six ILS 
approaches during the 6 calendar 
months preceding the month of the 
test, of which at least three of the ap-
proaches must have been conducted 
without the use of an approach coupler. 

(3) The approaches specified in para-
graph (c)(2)(ii)(B) of this section— 

(i) Must be conducted under actual or 
simulated instrument flight condi-
tions; 

(ii) Must be conducted to the decision 
height for the ILS approach in the type 
aircraft in which the practical test is 
to be conducted; 

(iii) Need not be conducted to the de-
cision height authorized for Category 
II operations; 

(iv) Must be conducted to the deci-
sion height authorized for Category II 
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