Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, USDA

(b) Food comprising the basic diet
shall be at least equivalent in quality
and content to pelleted rations produced commercially and commonly
available from feed suppliers.
(c) The basic diet of guinea pigs and
hamsters may be supplemented with
good quality fruits or vegetables consistent with their individual dietary requirements.
(d) Food receptacles, if used, shall be
accessible to all guinea pigs or hamsters in a primary enclosure and shall
be located so as to minimize contamination by excreta. All food receptacles
shall be kept clean and shall be sanitized at least once every 2 weeks. If
self-feeders are used for the feeding of
pelleted feed, measures must be taken
to prevent molding, deterioration or
caking of the feed. Hamsters may be
fed pelleted feed on the floor of a primary enclosure.
(e) Fruit or vegetable food supplements may be placed upon the bedding
within the primary enclosure: Provided,
however, That the uneaten portion of
such supplements and any bedding
soiled as a result of such feeding practices shall be removed from the primary enclosure when such uneaten
supplements accumulate or such bedding becomes soiled to a degree that
might be harmful or uncomfortable to
animals therein.

as to provide sufficient space for each
hamster contained therein to make
normal postural adjustments with adequate freedom of movement.
(ii) The interior height of any primary enclosure used to confine hamsters shall be at least 6 inches (15.24
cm).
(iii) Except as provided in paragraph
(c)(2)(iv) of this section, each hamster
shall be provided a minimum amount
of floor space in any primary enclosure
as follows:
Weight
g

Minimum floor
space per hamster
ozs
in2

<60
60 to 80
80 to 100
>100

<2.1
2.1–2.8
2.8–3.5
>3.5

10
13
16
19

cm2
64.52
83.88
103.23
122.59

(iv) A nursing female hamster, together with her litter, shall be housed
in a primary enclosure that contains
no other hamsters and that provides at
least 121 square inches of floor space:
Provided, however, That in the case of
nursing female dwarf hamsters such
floor space shall be at least 25 square
inches.
(3) Innovative primary enclosures
that do not precisely meet the space
requirements of paragraph (c)(1) or
(c)(2) of this section, but that do provide guinea pigs or hamsters with a
sufficient volume of space and the opportunity to express species-typical behavior, may be used at research facilities when approved by the Institutional
Animal Care and Use Committee, and
by dealers and exhibitors when approved by the Administrator.

§ 3.30 Watering.
Unless food supplements consumed
by guinea pigs or hamsters supply
them with their normal water requirements, potable water shall be provided
daily except as might otherwise be required to provide adequate veterinary
care. Open containers used for dispensing water to guinea pigs or hamsters shall be so placed in or attached
to the primary enclosure as to minimize contamination from excreta. All
watering receptacles shall be sanitized
when dirty: Provided, however, That
such receptacles shall be sanitized at
least once every 2 weeks.

[32 FR 3273, Feb. 24, 1967, as amended at 55
FR 28882, July 16, 1990]

ANIMAL HEALTH AND HUSBANDRY
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§ 3.31

§ 3.29 Feeding.
(a) Guinea pigs and hamsters shall be
fed each day except as otherwise might
be required to provide adequate veterinary care. The food shall be free from
contamination, wholesome, palatable
and of sufficient quantity and nutritive
value to meet the normal daily requirements for the condition and size
of the guinea pig or hamster.

§ 3.31 Sanitation.
(a) Cleaning and sanitation of primary
enclosures. (1) Primary enclosures shall
be cleaned and sanitized often enough
to prevent an accumulation of excreta
or debris: Provided, however, That such
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§ 3.32
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enclosures shall be sanitized at least
once every 2 weeks in the manner provided in paragraph (a)(4) of this section.
(2) In the event a primary enclosure
becomes soiled or wet to a degree that
might be harmful or uncomfortable to
the animals therein due to leakage of
the watering system, discharges from
dead or dying animals, spoiled perishable foods, or moisture condensation,
the guinea pigs or hamsters shall be
transferred to clean primary enclosures.
(3) Prior to the introduction of guinea pigs or hamsters into empty primary enclosures previously occupied,
such enclosures shall be sanitized in
the manner provided in paragraph
(a)(4) of this section.
(4) Primary enclosures for guinea
pigs or hamsters shall be sanitized by
washing them with hot water (180 °F.)
and soap or detergent as in a mechanical cage washer, or by washing all
soiled surfaces with a detergent solution followed by a safe and effective
disinfectant, or by cleaning all soiled
surfaces with live steam.
(b) Housekeeping. Premises (buildings
and grounds) shall be kept clean and in
good repair in order to protect the animals from injury and to facilitate the
prescribed husbandry practices set
forth in this subpart. Premises shall remain free of accumulations of trash.
(c) Pest control. An effective program
for
the
control
of
insects,
ectoparasites, and avian and mammalian pests shall be established and
maintained.

mary enclosure with adults other than
their parents.
(b) Guinea pigs shall not be housed in
the same primary enclosure with hamsters, nor shall guinea pigs or hamsters
be housed in the same primary enclosure with any other species of animals.
(c) Guinea pigs or hamsters under
quarantine or treatment for a communicable disease shall be separated from
other guinea pigs or hamsters and
other susceptible species of animals in
such a manner as to minimize dissemination of such disease.
§ 3.34

TRANSPORTATION STANDARDS
AUTHORITY: Sections 3.35 through 3.41
issued under secs. 3, 5, 6, 10, 11, 14, 16, 17, 21;
80 Stat. 353; 84 Stat. 1561, 1562, 1563, 1564; 90
Stat. 418, 419, 420, 423; (7 U.S.C. 2133, 2135,
2136, 2140, 2141, 2144, 2146, 2147, 2151); 37 FR
28464, 28477, 38 FR 19141.

§ 3.35 Consignments to carriers and intermediate handlers.
(a) Carriers and intermediate handlers shall not accept any live guinea
pig or hamster presented by any dealer,
research facility, exhibitor, operator of
an auction sale, or other person, or any
department, agency, or instrumentality of the United States or any
State or local govenment for shipment,
in commerce, more than 4 hours prior
to the scheduled departure of the primary conveyance on which it is to be
transported: Provided, however, That
the carrier or intermediate handler and
any dealer, research facility, exhibitor,
operator of an auction sale, or other
person, or any department, agency, or
instrumentality of the United States
or any State or local government may
mutually agree to extend the time of
acceptance to not more than 6 hours if
specific prior scheduling of the animal
shipment to destination has been
made.
(b) Any carrier or intermediate handler shall only accept for transportation or transport, in commerce any
live guinea pig or hamster in a primary
enclosure which conforms to the requirements set forth in § 3.36 of the
standards: Provided, however, That any
carrier or intermediate handler may
accept for transportation or transport,

§ 3.32 Employees.
A sufficient number of employees
shall be utilized to maintain the prescribed level of husbandry practices set
forth in this subpart. Such practices
shall be under the supervision of an
animal caretaker who has a background in animal husbandry or care.
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[Reserved]

§ 3.33 Classification and separation.
Animals housed in the same primary
enclosure shall be maintained in compatible groups, with the following additional restrictions:
(a) Except where harem breeding is
practiced, preweanling guinea pigs
shall not be housed in the same pri-
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