Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, USDA
territory or possession of the United
States.
State Animal Health Official. The
State animal health official who is responsible for the livestock and poultry
disease control and eradication programs of a State.
Veterinarian-in-Charge. The veterinary official of APHIS who is assigned
by the Administrator to supervise and
perform the official work of APHIS in
a State or group of States.
[57 FR 54912, Nov. 23, 1992, as amended at 59
FR 40797, Aug. 10, 1994; 60 FR 39842, Aug. 4,
1995; 62 FR 25445, May 9, 1997; 73 FR 60488,
Oct. 10, 2008]
EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 74 FR 65010, Dec.
9, 2009, § 160.1 was amended in the definition
of accredited veterinarian, by removing footnote 1; by adding definitions of Category I
animals, Category II animals, and herd or flock
health plan in alphabetical order; and in the
definition of qualified accredited veterinarian
(QAV), by removing the words ‘‘an accreditation specialization’’ and adding the words ‘‘a
program certification’’ in their place, effective Feb. 1, 2010. For the convenience of the
user, the added text is set forth as follows:
§ 160.1

*

Definitions.

*

*

*

*

Category I animals. Any animals other than
Category II animals, e.g., cats and dogs.
Category II animals. Food and fiber animal
species; horses; birds; farm-raised aquatic
animals; all other livestock species; and zoo
animals that can transmit exotic animal diseases to livestock.

*

*

*

*

*

Herd or flock health plan. A written herd or
flock health management plan, which may
include an agreement signed by the owner of
a herd or flock, the accredited veterinarian,
and a State or APHIS representative, in
which each participant agrees to undertake
actions specified in the agreement to maintain the health of the animals and detect
signs of communicable disease.
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§ 161.1

PART 161—REQUIREMENTS AND
STANDARDS FOR ACCREDITED
VETERINARIANS AND SUSPENSION OR REVOCATION OF SUCH
ACCREDITATION
Sec.
161.1 Statement of purpose; performance of
accredited duties in different States.
161.2 Requirements and application procedures for accreditation.
161.3 Standards for accredited veterinarian
duties.
161.4 Suspension or revocation of veterinary
accreditation; criminal and civil penalties.
161.5 Specialization.
161.7 Activities performed by non-accredited veterinarians.
AUTHORITY: 7 U.S.C. 8301–8317; 15 U.S.C.
1828; 7 CFR 2.22, 2.80, and 371.4.
SOURCE: 57 FR 54912, Nov. 23, 1992, unless
otherwise noted.

§ 161.1 Statement of purpose; performance of accredited duties in different States.
(a) This subchapter concerns a program administered by APHIS to accredit veterinarians and thereby authorize them to perform, on behalf of
APHIS, certain activities specified in
this chapter. This program is intended
to ensure that an adequate number of
qualified veterinarians are available in
the United States to perform such activities.
(b) If an accredited veterinarian
wishes to perform accredited duties in
a State other than the State for which
the veterinarian has completed an orientation
in
accordance
with
§ 161.2(a)(4), the accredited veterinarian
shall so inform the Veterinarian-inCharge of the new State. The Veterinarian-in-Charge of the new State may
require the accredited veterinarian to
complete, prior to performing any accredited duties in the new State, an
orientation in animal health procedures and issues relevant to the new
State.
The
Veterinarian-in-Charge
shall review the content of each such
orientation and shall approve its use
after determining that it includes adequate information about animal health
agencies, regulatory requirements, administrative procedures, and animal
disease problems in the new State, to
prepare an accredited veterinarian
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from another State to perform accredited duties in the new State. The Veterinarian-in-Charge shall also give the
State Animal Health Official of the
new State an opportunity to review the
contents of the orientation, and invite
him or her to participate in developing
orientation materials and conducting
the orientation.
(c) An accredited veterinarian may
not perform accredited duties in a
State in which the accredited veterinarian is not licensed or legally able to
practice veterinary medicine.
EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 74 FR 65010, Dec.
9, 2009, § 161.1 was amended by revising the
section heading and paragraphs (b) and (c)
and adding new paragraphs (d) through (h)
and an OMB citation, effective Feb. 1, 2010.
For the convenience of the user, the added
and revised text is set forth as follows:
§ 161.1 Statement of purpose; requirements
and application procedures for accreditation.
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(b) Categories of accreditation. A veterinarian may be accredited as a Category I
veterinarian or a Category II veterinarian. A
veterinarian who is accredited under Category I is only authorized to perform accredited duties on Category I animals, as defined
in § 160.1. A veterinarian who is accredited
under Category II is authorized to perform
accredited duties on both Category I animals
and Category II animals.
(c) Application for initial accreditation. A
veterinarian may apply for accreditation by
completing an application for accreditation
and submitting it to APHIS. In completing
the application, the veterinarian will choose
one of the accreditation activity categories,
either Category I or Category II, as discussed
in paragraph (b) of this section. Applications
for Category I accreditation must include
certification that the applicant is able to
perform the tasks listed in paragraph (g)(1)
of this section. Applications for Category II
accreditation must include certification that
the applicant is able to perform the tasks
listed in paragraph (g)(2) of this section. An
accredited veterinarian must not perform
duties requiring a program certification unless he or she is accredited under Category II
and qualified to perform such duties in accordance with § 161.5 of this part.
(d) Review of application. Applications for
accreditation received by APHIS shall be
forwarded to the State Animal Health Official for the State in which the veterinarian
wishes to perform accredited duties for approval. Within 14 days after receiving an application, a State Animal Health Official

shall either endorse the application or send a
written statement to the Administrator explaining why it was not endorsed; but if the
State Animal Health Official fails to take
one of these actions within 14 days, APHIS
shall proceed to review the application. The
Administrator will review the application
and the written statement, if any, and determine whether the applicant meets the requirements for accreditation contained in
this part.
(e) Accreditation requirements. The Administrator is hereby authorized to accredit a veterinarian when he or she determines that:
(1) The veterinarian is a graduate with a
Doctorate of Veterinary Medicine or an
equivalent degree (any degree that qualifies
the holder to be licensed by a State to practice veterinary medicine) from a college of
veterinary medicine;
(2) The veterinarian is licensed or legally
able to practice veterinary medicine in the
State in which the veterinarian wishes to
perform accredited duties. APHIS will confirm the licensing status of the applicant by
contacting the State board of veterinary
medical examiners or any similar State organization that maintains records of veterinarians licensed in a State;
(3) The veterinarian has completed initial
accreditation training, using content provided by APHIS; and
(4) The veterinarian has completed an orientation program approved by the Veterinarian-in-Charge for the State in which the
veterinarian wishes to perform accredited
duties, and upon completion of the orientation, has signed a written statement listing
the date and place of orientation, the subjects covered in the orientation, and any
written materials provided to the veterinarian at the orientation. The Veterinarianin-Charge shall also give the State Animal
Health Official an opportunity to review the
contents of the orientation, and invite him
or her to participate in developing orientation materials and conducting the orientation. The veterinarian applying for accreditation must have completed the orientation
program within 3 years prior to submitting
the application for accreditation. The core
orientation program shall include the following topics:
(i) Federal animal health laws, regulations, and rules;
(ii) Interstate movement requirements for
animals;
(iii) Import and export requirements for
animals;
(iv) USDA animal disease eradication and
control programs;
(v) Laboratory support in confirming disease diagnoses;
(vi) Ethical and professional responsibilities of an accredited veterinarian;
(vii) Foreign animal disease awareness;
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Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, USDA
(viii) Animal health emergency management; and
(ix) Animal health procedures, issues, and
information resources relevant to the State
in which the veterinarian wishes to perform
accredited duties.
(f) Change in accreditation category. (1) Category I to Category II. A veterinarian who is
accredited under Category I may become accredited under Category II if the veterinarian applies for accreditation under Category II by completing an application for accreditation, including certification that the
applicant is able to perform the tasks listed
in paragraph (g)(2) of this section, and submitting it to APHIS. The veterinarian must
also have fulfilled the training requirements
in § 161.3(b) that are associated with renewal
of accreditation under Category II.
(2) Category II to Category I. A veterinarian
who is accredited under Category II may become accredited under Category I if the veterinarian applies for accreditation under
Category I by completing an application for
accreditation, including certification that
the applicant is able to perform the tasks
listed in paragraph (g)(1) of this section, and
submitting it to APHIS. The veterinarian
must also have fulfilled the training requirements in § 161.3(b) that are associated with
renewal of accreditation under Category I.
(g) Tasks that applicants for accredited status
must be able to perform. Applicants for accredited status must be able to:
(1) Category I. (i) Perform physical examination of individual Category I animals to
determine whether they are free from any
clinical signs suggestive of communicable
disease.
(ii) Recognize the common breeds of Category I animals and accurately record breed
information on official documents.
(iii) Apply common animal identification
for Category I animals.
(iv) Properly complete certificates for domestic and international movement of Category I animals.
(v) Perform necropsies on Category I animals.
(vi) Recognize and report clinical signs and
lesions of exotic animal diseases that occur
in Category I animals.
(vii) Vaccinate Category I animals and accurately complete the vaccination certificates.
(viii) Properly collect and ship specimen
samples to the appropriate laboratory for
testing with complete and accurate paperwork.
(ix) Develop appropriate biosecurity protocols, as well as cleaning and disinfection protocols, to control communicable disease
spread in Category I animals.
(2) Category II. (i) Perform physical examination of individual animals and visually
inspect herds or flocks to determine whether

§ 161.2

the animals are free from any clinical signs
suggestive of communicable disease.
(ii) Recognize the common breeds of Category I and Category II animals, including
the types of poultry as defined by the National Poultry Improvement Plan in subchapter G of this chapter and the common
breeds of livestock, and be able to accurately
record breed information on official documents.
(iii) Recognize all USDA animal identification systems.
(iv) Estimate the age of livestock using a
dental formula.
(v) Apply USDA-recognized identification
(e.g., eartag, microchip, tattoo) for the
USDA animal identification system.
(vi) Certify the health status of an avian
flock regarding diseases of domestic or international regulatory concern, and evaluate
records pertaining to poultry flock testing
and participation in Federal and State poultry health programs and classifications.
(vii) Properly complete certificates for domestic and international movement of animals.
(viii) Apply and remove official seals.
(ix) Perform necropsies on animals.
(x) Recognize and report clinical signs and
lesions of exotic animal diseases.
(xi) Develop a herd or flock health plan
consistent with requirements in subchapters
B, C, and D of this chapter.
(xii) Vaccinate for USDA program diseases
and accurately complete the vaccination certificate.
(xiii) Properly collect and ship sample
specimens to an appropriate laboratory for
testing with complete and accurate paperwork.
(xiv) Properly perform testing for tuberculosis (e.g., caudal fold test).
(xv) Develop appropriate biosecurity protocols, as well as cleaning and disinfection protocols, to control communicable disease
spread.
(xvi) Explain basic principles for control of
diseases for which APHIS or APHIS-State
cooperative programs presently exist.
(h) Authorization to perform duties. An accredited veterinarian may not perform accredited duties in a State until after receiving written authorization from APHIS. If a
Category I accredited veterinarian completes
the necessary training requirements and becomes a Category II accredited veterinarian,
the veterinarian may not perform Category
II accredited duties in a State until after receiving written authorization from APHIS.
(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control number 0579–0297)

§ 161.2 Requirements and application
procedures for accreditation.
(a) Initial accreditation. A veterinarian may apply for accreditation by
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