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(e) The term United States means the 
several States, the District of Colum-
bia, Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, 
Guam, American Samoa, Swains Is-
land, the Commonwealth of the North-
ern Mariana Islands (beginning Novem-
ber 28, 2009), and all other territory and 
waters, continental and insular, sub-
ject to the jurisdiction of the United 
States. 

(f) The term continental United States 
means the District of Columbia and the 
several States, except Alaska and Ha-
waii. 

(g) The term geographical part of the 
United States means: 

(1) The continental United States, 
(2) Alaska, 
(3) Hawaii, 
(4) Puerto Rico, 
(5) The Virgin Islands, 
(6) Guam, 
(7) American Samoa, 
(8) Swains Island, or 
(9) The Commonwealth of the North-

ern Mariana Islands (beginning Novem-
ber 28, 2009). 

(h) The term depart from the United 
States means depart by land, water, or 
air: (1) From the United States for any 
foreign place, or (2) from one geo-
graphical part of the United States for 
a separate geographical part of the 
United States: Provided, That a trip or 
journey upon a public ferry, passenger 
vessel sailing coastwise on a fixed 
schedule, excursion vessel, or aircraft, 
having both termini in the continental 
United States or in any one of the 
other geographical parts of the United 
States and not touching any territory 
or waters under the jurisdiction or con-
trol of a foreign power, shall not be 
deemed a departure from the United 
States. 

(i) The term departure-control officer 
means any immigration officer as de-
fined in the regulations of the Immi-
gration and Naturalization Service who 
is designated to supervise the depar-
ture of aliens, or any officer or em-
ployee of the United States designated 
by the Governor of the Canal Zone, the 
High Commissioner of the Trust Terri-
tory of the Pacific Islands, or the gov-
ernor of an outlying possession of the 
United States, to supervise the depar-
ture of aliens. 

(j) The term port of departure means a 
port in the continental United States, 
Alaska, Guam, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, 
the Commonwealth of the Northern 
Mariana Islands (beginning November 
28, 2009), or the Virgin Islands, des-
ignated as a port of entry by the Sec-
retary, or in exceptional circumstances 
such other place as the departure-con-
trol officer may, in his discretion, des-
ignate in an individual case, or a port 
in American Samoa, or Swains Island, 
designated as a port of entry by the 
chief executive officer thereof. 

(k) The term special inquiry officer 
shall have the meaning ascribed there-
to in section 101(b)(4) of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act. 

[45 FR 65516, Oct. 3, 1980, as amended at 74 FR 
2836, Jan. 16, 2009; 74 FR 25388, May 28, 2009] 

§ 215.2 Authority of departure-control 
officer to prevent alien’s departure 
from the United States. 

(a) No alien shall depart, or attempt 
to depart, from the United States if his 
departure would be prejudicial to the 
interests of the United States under 
the provisions of § 215.3. Any departure- 
control officer who knows or has rea-
son to believe that the case of an alien 
in the United States comes within the 
provisions of § 215.3 shall temporarily 
prevent the departure of such alien 
from the United States and shall serve 
him with a written temporary order di-
recting him not to depart, or attempt 
to depart, from the United States until 
notified of the revocation of the order. 

(b) The written order temporarily 
preventing an alien, other than an 
enemy alien, from departing from the 
United States shall become final 15 
days after the date of service thereof 
upon the alien, unless prior thereto the 
alien requests a hearing as hereinafter 
provided. At such time as the alien is 
served with an order temporarily pre-
venting his departure from the United 
States, he shall be notified in writing 
concerning the provisions of this para-
graph, and shall be advised of his right 
to request a hearing if entitled thereto 
under § 215.4. In the case of an enemy 
alien, the written order preventing de-
parture shall become final on the date 
of its service upon the alien. 
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(c) Any alien who seeks to depart 
from the United States may be re-
quired, in the discretion of the depar-
ture-control officer, to be examined 
under oath and to submit for official 
inspection all documents, articles, and 
other property in his possession which 
are being removed from the United 
States upon, or in connection with, the 
alien’s departure. The departure-con-
trol officer may permit certain other 
persons, including officials of the De-
partment of State and interpreters, to 
participate in such examination or in-
spection and may exclude from pres-
ence at such examination or inspection 
any person whose presence would not 
further the objectives of such examina-
tion or inspection. The departure-con-
trol officer shall temporarily prevent 
the departure of any alien who refuses 
to submit to such examination or in-
spection, and may, if necessary to the 
enforcement of this requirement, take 
possession of the alien’s passport or 
other travel document. 

§ 215.3 Alien whose departure is 
deemed prejudicial to the interests 
of the United States. 

The departure from the United 
States of any alien within one or more 
of the following categories shall be 
deemed prejudicial to the interests of 
the United States. 

(a) Any alien who is in possession of, 
and who is believed likely to disclose 
to unauthorized persons, information 
concerning the plans, preparation, 
equipment, or establishments for the 
national defense and security of the 
United States. 

(b) Any alien who seeks to depart 
from the United States to engage in, or 
who is likely to engage in, activities of 
any kind designed to obstruct, impede, 
retard, delay or counteract the effec-
tiveness of the national defense of the 
United States or the measures adopted 
by the United States or the United Na-
tions for the defense of any other coun-
try. 

(c) Any alien who seeks to depart 
from the United States to engage in, or 
who is likely to engage in, activities 
which would obstruct, impede, retard, 
delay, or counteract the effectiveness 
of any plans made or action taken by 
any country cooperating with the 

United States in measures adopted to 
promote the peace, defense, or safety of 
the United States or such other coun-
try. 

(d) Any alien who seeks to depart 
from the United States for the purpose 
of organizing, directing, or partici-
pating in any rebellion, insurrection, 
or violent uprising in or against the 
United States or a country allied with 
the United States, or of waging war 
against the United States or its allies, 
or of destroying, or depriving the 
United States of sources of supplies or 
materials vital to the national defense 
of the United States, or to the effec-
tiveness of the measures adopted by 
the United States for its defense, or for 
the defense of any other country allied 
with the United States. 

(e) Any alien who is subject to reg-
istration for training and service in the 
Armed Forces of the United States and 
who fails to present a Registration Cer-
tificate (SSS Form No. 2) showing that 
he has complied with his obligation to 
register under the Universal Military 
Training and Service Act, as amended. 

(f) Any alien who is a fugitive from 
justice on account of an offense punish-
able in the United States. 

(g) Any alien who is needed in the 
United States as a witness in, or as a 
party to, any criminal case under in-
vestigation or pending in a court in the 
United States: Provided, That any alien 
who is a witness in, or a party to, any 
criminal case pending in any criminal 
court proceeding may be permitted to 
depart from the United States with the 
consent of the appropriate prosecuting 
authority, unless such alien is other-
wise prohibited from departing under 
the provisions of this part. 

(h) Any alien who is needed in the 
United States in connection with any 
investigation or proceeding being, or 
soon to be, conducted by any official 
executive, legislative, or judicial agen-
cy in the United States or by any gov-
ernmental committee, board, bureau, 
commission, or body in the United 
States, whether national, state, or 
local. 

(i) Any alien whose technical or sci-
entific training and knowledge might 
be utilized by an enemy or a potential 
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