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§ 900.308

7 CFR Ch. IX (1–1–10 Edition)
all action taken in connection with the
referendum together with all the ballots cast and all other information furnished to or compiled by the referendum agent.
(d) Announcement of the results of the
referendum. Announcement of the results of the referendum will be made
only at the direction of the Secretary.
The referendum agent, or others who
assist in the referendum, shall not disclose the results of the referendum or
the total number of ballots cast.

§ 900.308 Tabulation of ballots.
(a) General. The referendum agent
shall verify the information supplied
with each ballot. If he ascertains that
the person who cast the ballot was eligible to do so, that the ballot is complete and was mailed and received
within the prescribed time, the ballot
shall be eligible to be counted. If the
referendum agent ascertains that the
person who cast the ballot was not eligible to do so, or if the producer who
cast the ballot was a member of, stockholder in, or under contract with a cooperative association which cast a
valid ballot, or if the ballot is not completed or cast in accordance with instructions, or if the ballot was not
mailed to or received by the referendum agent within the prescribed
time, the ballot shall be marked ‘‘disqualified’’ with a notation on the ballot as to the reason for the disqualification. The total number of ballots
cast, including the disqualified ballots,
shall be ascertained. The number of eligible ballots cast approving and the
number of eligible ballots cast disapproving the issuance of the order
shall also be ascertained. The ballots
marked ‘‘disqualified’’ shall not be considered as approving or disapproving
the issuance of the order, and the persons who cast such ballots shall not be
regarded as participating in the referendum.
(b) Individual-handler pool provisions.
Whenever separate approval of the
pooling provisions of the order is required by section 608c(5)(B)(i) of the
act, any ballot which approves the
issuance of the order and disapproves
the pooling provisions, or approves the
pooling provisions and disapproves the
issuance of the order, shall be disqualified; and the referendum agent shall
mark the ballot accordingly.
(c) Record of results of the referendum.
The referendum agent shall notify the
Administrator of the number of eligible ballots cast, the count of the votes,
the number of disqualified ballots and
the number of producers who were eligible to cast ballots. The referendum
agent shall seal the ballots, including
those marked ‘‘disqualified’’, the list of
eligible voters and tabulation of ballots, and shall transmit to the Administrator a complete detailed report of

§ 900.309 Confidential information.
The ballots cast, the identity of any
person who voted, or the manner in
which any person voted and all information furnished to, compiled by, or in
the possession of the referendum agent,
shall be regarded as confidential.
§ 900.310 Supplementary instructions.
The Administrator is authorized to
issue instructions and to prescribe
forms and ballots, not inconsistent
with the provisions of this subpart, to
govern the conduct of referenda by referendum agents.
§ 900.311 Submittals or requests.
Interested persons may secure information or make submittals or requests
to the Administrator with respect to
the provisions contained in this subpart.
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SOURCE: 32 FR 9821, July 6, 1967, unless otherwise noted.

§ 900.350 General statement.
Cooperative marketing associations
apply for qualification by the Secretary under the Federal milk order
program for certain privileges and exemptions. These privileges and exemptions are expressed in the Agricultural
Marketing Agreement Act of 1937 (50
Stat. 246) as amended, and the milk
marketing orders issued pursuant to
its provisions.
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