RBS and RUS, USDA

§ 4284.10

appropriate and lawful, the Freely Associated States and the Federated
States of Micronesia.
State Office—USDA Rural Development offices located in each state.
Value-Added—The incremental value
that is realized by the producer from
an agricultural commodity or product
as the result of a change in its physical
state, differentiated production or
marketing, as demonstrated in a business plan, or Product segregation.
Also, the economic benefit realized
from the production of farm or ranchbased renewable energy. Incremental
value may be realized by the producer
as a result of either an increase in
value to buyers or the expansion of the
overall market for the product. Examples include milling wheat into flour,
slaughtering livestock or poultry,
making strawberries into jam, the
marketing of organic products, an
identity-preserved marketing system,
wind or hydro power produced on land
that is farmed and collecting and converting methane from animal waste to
generate energy. Identity-preserved
marketing systems include labeling
that identifies how the product was
produced and by whom.
§ 4284.4

Appeals.

§ 4284.5

[Reserved]

§ 4284.6

Applicant eligibility.

An outstanding judgment obtained
against an applicant by the United
States in a Federal Court (other than
in the United States Tax Court), which
has been recorded, shall cause the applicant to be ineligible to receive any
assistance until the judgment is paid in
full or otherwise satisfied. RBS grant
funds may not be used to satisfy the
judgment.

Electronic submission.

Applicants and grant awardees are
encouraged, but not required, to submit applications and reports in electronic form as prescribed in requests
for proposals issued by USDA and in
the applicable grant agreements.
§ 4284.8 Grant approval and obligation
of funds.
The following statement will be entered in the comment section of the
Request for Obligation of Funds, which
must be signed by the grantee:
The grantee certifies that it is in compliance with and will continue to comply with
all applicable laws, regulations, Executive
Orders and other generally applicable requirements, including those contained in 7
CFR part 4284 and 7 CFR parts 3015, 3016, 3017,
3018, 3019 and 3052 in effect on the date of
grant approval, and the approved Letter of
Conditions.

§ 4284.9

Grant disbursement.

The Agency will determine, based on
7 CFR parts 3015, 3016 and 3019, as applicable, whether disbursement of a grant
will be by advance or reimbursement.
The Agency may limit the frequency in
which a Request for Advance or Reimbursement may be submitted.
§ 4284.10

Any appealable adverse decision
made by the Agency may be appealed
in accordance with USDA appeal regulations found at 7 CFR part 11 and subpart B of part 1900. If the Agency
makes a determination that a decision
is not appealable, a participant may request that it be reviewed by the Director of the National Appeals Division.
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§ 4284.7

Ineligible grant purposes.

Grant funds may not be used to:
(a) Duplicate current services or replace or substitute support previously
provided. If the current service is inadequate, however, grant funds may be
used to expand the level of effort or
services beyond what is currently being
provided;
(b) Pay costs of preparing the application package for funding under this
program;
(c) Pay costs of the project incurred
prior to the date of grant approval;
(d) Fund political activities;
(e) Pay for assistance to any private
business enterprise which does not
have a least 51 percent ownership by
those who are either citizens of the
United States or reside in the United
States after being legally admitted for
permanent residence;
(f) Pay any judgment or debt owed to
the United States;
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