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§ 1486.207 What is the Technical Issues
Resolution Fund?
(a) This fund was established to address technical barriers to trade in
emerging markets worldwide by providing technical assistance, training,
and exchange of expertise. These include plant quarantine, animal health,
food safety, and other technical barriers to U.S. exports based on unsound
or incomplete scientific information.
(b) Funding priorities are principally
those issues that are time sensitive and
are strategic areas of longer term interest. Funding decisions are determined primarily through a review process that includes FAS and relevant regulatory agencies. The review is based
upon the following criteria:
(1) The activity occurs in an eligible
country or region of market priority;
(2) The trade constraint warrants
intervention;
(3) The proposed activity is likely to
achieve an impact in the short-or longterm;
(4) The Recipient is qualified to undertake the proposed activity;
(5) The budget requested is reasonable and includes leveraged resources;
(6) If applicable, a U.S. domestic constraint or trade issue can be resolved in
support of a proposed activity; and
(7) The activity has support from
USDA field offices.
(c) Because of the time sensitive nature of the issues intended to be addressed by these funds, proposals,
whether private or government, may be
submitted at any time during the year.
Reviews of proposals are scheduled on a
monthly basis. An expedited review
may be requested but must be justified.
(d) Application content, evaluation,
and reporting requirements are the
same as for the Central Fund.
§ 1486.208 How does an entity apply to
the program?
CCC will periodically announce that
it is accepting proposals for participation in the EMP. All relevant information, including application deadlines
(for the Central Fund) and proposal
content, will be noted in the announcement, and proposals must be submitted
in accordance with the terms and requirements specified in the announcement. CCC may request any additional

information it deems necessary from
any applicant in order to evaluate
properly any proposal.
§ 1486.209 How are program applications evaluated and approved?
(a) General. Proposals received by the
application deadline stated in the announcement for the Central Fund undergo a multi-phase review by FAS
staff and the EMP Advisory Committee
to determine qualifications, quality
and appropriateness of projects, and
reasonableness of project budgets.
(b) Evaluation criteria. FAS will consider a number of factors when reviewing proposals, including:
(1) The ability of the entity to provide an experienced U.S.-based staff
with knowledge and expertise to ensure
adequate development, supervision,
and execution of the proposed project;
(2) The entity’s willingness to contribute resources, including cash and
goods and services of the U.S. industry,
with greater weight given to cash contributions (for private sector proposals
only);
(3) The conditions or constraints affecting the level of U.S. exports and
market share for the agricultural commodity/product;
(4) The degree to which the proposed
project is likely to contribute to the
development, maintenance, or expansion of U.S. agricultural exports to
emerging markets;
(5) Demonstration of how a proposed
project will benefit a particular industry as a whole; and
(6) Past program results and evaluations, if applicable.
(7) The following priority technical
assistance activities:
(i) Projects and activities which use
technical assistance designed specifically to improve market access in
emerging markets such as activities
intended to mitigate the impact of sudden political events or economic and
currency crises in order to maintain
U.S. market share;
(ii) Marketing and distribution of
value-added products, including new
products or new uses. Examples include
food service development, market research on potential for consumer-ready
foods or new uses of a product, and export feasibility studies.
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