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landowner wishes to continue enrollment, a new application must be filed
so that all eligibility criteria may be
examined and documented.
(e) Land eligibility. (1) Only private
land or land owned by Indian Tribes
may be considered for enrollment into
WRP.
(2) NRCS shall determine whether
land is eligible for enrollment and
whether, once found eligible, the lands
may be included in the program based
on the likelihood of successful restoration of wetland functions and values
when considering the cost of acquiring
the easement and the cost of the restoration,
protection,
enhancement,
maintenance, and management.
(3) Land shall only be considered eligible for enrollment in the WRP if
NRCS determines, in consultation with
the FWS, that:
(i) The enrollment of such land maximizes wildlife benefits and wetland values and functions;
(ii) Such land is—
(A) Farmed wetland or converted
wetland, together with adjacent lands
that are functionally dependent on the
wetlands; or
(B) Cropland or grassland that was
used for agricultural production prior
to flooding from the natural overflow
of a closed basin lake or pothole, together with the adjacent land, where
practicable, that is functionally dependent on the cropland or grassland;
and
(iii) The likelihood of the successful
restoration of such land and the resultant wetland values merit inclusion of
such land in the program, taking into
consideration the cost of such restoration.
(4) Land may be considered farmed
wetland or converted wetland under
paragraph (3)(ii)(A) of this section if
such land is identified by NRCS as:
(i) Wetlands farmed under natural
conditions, farmed wetlands, prior converted cropland, commenced conversion wetlands, farmed wetland pastures, and lands substantially altered
by flooding so as to develop wetland
functions and values; or
(ii) Former or degraded wetlands that
occur on lands that have been used or
are currently being used for the production of food and fiber, including

rangeland and forest production lands,
where the hydrology has been significantly degraded or modified and will be
substantially restored.
(5) Land under paragraph (e)(3)(ii)(B)
of this section may be considered for
enrollment into 30-year easements if it
meets the criteria under paragraph
(e)(3) of this section, it is located in the
Prairie Pothole Region as defined
under § 1467.3 of this part, and the size
of the parcel offered for enrollment is a
minimum of 20 contiguous acres. Such
land meets the requirement of likelihood of successful restoration only if
the soils are hydric and the depth of
water is 6.5 feet or less.
(6) If land offered for enrollment is
determined eligible under paragraph
(e)(3) and (e)(5) of this section, then
NRCS may also enroll land adjacent or
contiguous to such eligible land together with the eligible land, if such
land maximizes wildlife benefits and:
(i) Is farmed wetland and adjoining
lands enrolled in CRP, with the highest
wetland functions and values, and is
likely to return to production after it
leaves CRP;
(ii) Is a riparian area along streams
or other waterways that links or, after
restoring the riparian area, will link
wetlands which are protected by an
easement or other device or circumstance that achieves the same objectives as an easement; or
(iii) Land adjacent to the eligible
land that would contribute significantly to wetland functions and values,
such as buffer areas, wetland creations,
non-cropped natural wetlands, and restored wetlands, but not more than the
State Conservationist, in consultation
with the State Technical Committee,
determines is necessary for such contribution.
(7) To be enrolled in the program, eligible land must be configured in a size
and with boundaries that allow for the
efficient management of the area for
program purposes and otherwise promote and enhance program objectives,
as determined by NRCS.
(f) Enrollment of CRP lands. Land subject to an existing CRP contract may
be enrolled in the WRP only if the land
and landowner meet the requirements
of this part, and the enrollment is requested by the landowner and agreed to
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