§ 1220.612

7 CFR Ch. XI (1–1–10 Edition)

rights, procedures to request a referendum, the purpose, dates of the Request for Referendum period, location
for conducting the Request for Referendum, and eligibility requirements.
Additionally, the United Soybean
Board is required to provide producers,
in writing, this same information during the same time period. Other pertinent information shall also be provided, without advertising expense,
through press releases by State and
county FSA offices and other appropriate Government offices, by means of
newspapers, electronic media, county
newsletters, and the like.

producers have requested a referendum
on the Order, a referendum will be held
within 1 year of that determination.
(c) If the Secretary determines, based
on the results of the Request for Referendum, that the requirements in
paragraph (b) of this section are not
met, a referendum will not be conducted.
(d) For purposes of paragraphs (b)
and (c) of this section, the number of
soybean producers in the United States
is determined to be 589,182.

§ 1220.612 Representative period.
Representative period means the period designated by the Secretary pursuant to section 1970 of the Act.

§ 1220.617 Supervision of the process
for requesting a referendum.

§ 1220.613 Secretary.
Secretary means the Secretary of Agriculture of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) or any
other officer or employee of USDA to
whom there has been delegated or to
whom there may be delegated the authority to act in the Secretary’s stead.
§ 1220.614 Soybeans.
Soybeans means all varieties of glycine max or glycine soja.
§ 1220.615 State and United States.
State and United States include the 50
States of the United States of America,
the District of Columbia, and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico.
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PROCEDURES
§ 1220.616 General.
An opportunity to request a referendum shall be provided to U.S. soybean producers to determine whether
eligible producers favor the conduct of
a referendum and the Request for Referendum shall be carried out in accordance with this subpart.
(a) The opportunity to request a referendum shall be provided at the county FSA offices.
(b) If the Secretary determines, based
on results of the Request for Referendum that no less than 10 percent
(not in excess of one-fifth of which may
be producers in any one State) of all

[69 FR 13461, Mar. 23, 2004, as amended at 74
FR 9049, Mar. 2, 2009]

The Administrator, AMS, shall be responsible for supervising the process of
permitting producers to request a referendum in accordance with this subpart.
§ 1220.618

Eligibility.

(a) Eligible producers. Each person
who was a producer and provides evidence that they or the producer entity
they represent has paid an assessment
on soybeans during the representative
period is provided the opportunity to
request a referendum. Each producer
entity is entitled to only one request.
(b) Proxy Registration. Proxy registration is not authorized, except that an
officer or employee of a corporate producer, or any guardian, administrator,
executor, or trustee of a producer’s estate, or an authorized representative of
any eligible producer entity (other
than an individual producer), such as a
corporation or partnership, may request a referendum on behalf of that
entity. Any individual who requests a
referendum on behalf of any producer
entity, shall certify that he or she is
authorized by such entity to take such
action.
(c) Joint and group interest. A group of
individuals, such as members of a family, joint tenants, tenants in common,
a partnership, owners of community
property, or a corporation engaged in
the production of soybeans as a producer entity shall be entitled to make
only one request for a referendum; provided, however, that any individual
member of a group who is an eligible
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