AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

§1212.51

this section, are excluded from this
limitation on spending.

(i) The Board may also receive funds
provided through the Department’s
Foreign Agricultural Service or from
other sources, with the approval of the
Secretary, for authorized activities.

§1212.51 Financial statements.

(a) The Board shall prepare and sub-
mit financial statements to the De-
partment on a periodic basis. Hach
such financial statement shall include,
but not be limited to, a balance sheet,
income statement, and expense budget.
The expense budget shall show expendi-
tures during the time period covered by
the report, year-to-date expenditures,
and the unexpended budget.

(b) Each financial statement shall be
submitted to the Department within 30
days after the end of the time period to
which it applies.

(c) The Board shall submit annually
to the Department an annual financial
statement within 90 days after the end
of the calendar year to which it ap-
plies.

§1212.52 Assessments.

(a) The Board will cover its expenses
by levying in a manner prescribed by
the Secretary an assessment on first
handlers and importers.

(b) Each first handler shall pay an as-
sessment to the Board at the rate of
$0.01 per pound of domestically pro-
duced honey or honey products the
first handler handles. A producer shall
pay the Board the assessment on all
honey or honey products for which the
producer is the first handler.

(c) Each first handler responsible for
remitting assessments under paragraph
(b) of this section shall remit the
amounts due to the Board’s office on a
monthly basis no later than the fif-
teenth day of the month following the
month in which the honey or honey
products were marketed.

(d) Each importer shall pay an as-
sessment to the Board at the rate of
$0.01 per pound of honey or honey prod-
ucts the importer imports into the
United States. An importer shall pay
the assessment to the Board through
the United States Customs Service
(Customs) when the honey or honey
products being assessed enters the
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United States. If Customs does not col-
lect an assessment from an importer,
the importer is responsible for paying
the assessment to the Board.

(e) The import assessment rec-
ommended by the Board and approved
by the Secretary shall be uniformly ap-
plied to imported honey or honey prod-
ucts that are identified as HT'S heading
numbers 0409.00.00 and 2106.90.9988 by
the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the
United States.

(f) The Board may recommend to the
Secretary an increase or decrease in
the assessment as it deems appropriate
by at least a two-thirds vote of mem-
bers present at a meeting of the Board.
The Board may not recommend an in-
crease in the assessment of more than
$0.02 per pound of honey or honey prod-
ucts and may not increase the assess-
ment by more than $0.0025 in any single
fiscal year.

(g) In situations of late payment:

(1) The Board shall impose a late pay-
ment charge on any first handler or
importer who fails to remit to the
Board the total amount for which the
first handler or importer is liable on or
before the payment due date the Board
recommends. The amount of the late
payment charge shall be prescribed by
the Department.

(2) The Board shall require any first
handler or importer subject to a late
payment charge to pay interest on the
unpaid assessments for which the first
handler or importer is liable. The rate
of interest shall be prescribed by the
Department.

(3) First handlers or importers who
fail to remit total assessments in a
timely manner may also be subject to
actions under federal debt collection
procedures.

(h) Advance payment. The Board may
accept advance payment of assess-
ments from first handlers or importers
that will be credited toward any
amount for which the first handlers or
importers may become liable. The
Board does not have to pay interest on
any advance payment.

(i) If the Board is not in place by the
date the first assessments are to be col-
lected, the Secretary shall have the au-
thority to receive assessments and in-
vest them on behalf of the Board, and
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