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(d) If the producer complies with the
requirements of this section, the Board
will grant the exemption and issue a
Certificate of Exemption to the pro-
ducer. For exemption requests received
on or before August 15, 2005, the Board
will have 60 days to approve the exemp-
tion request; after August 15, 2005, the
Board will have 30 days to approve the
exemption request. If the application is
disapproved, the Board will notify the
applicant of the reason(s) for dis-
approval within the same timeframe.

(e) The producer shall provide a copy
of the Certificate of Exemption to each
handler to whom the producer sells
cotton. The handler shall maintain
records showing the exempt producer’s
name and address and the exemption
number assigned by the Board.

(f) An importer who imports only
products that are eligible to be labeled
as 100 percent organic under the NOP (7
CFR part 205) and who is not a split op-
eration shall be exempt from the pay-
ment of assessments. That importer
may submit documentation to the
Board and request an exemption from
assessment on 100 percent organic cot-
ton and 100 percent organic cotton
products—on a form provided by the
Board—at any time initially and annu-
ally thereafter as long as the importer
continues to be eligible for the exemp-
tion. This documentation shall include
the same information required of pro-
ducers in paragraph (c) of this section.
If the importer complies with the re-
quirements of this section, the Board
will grant the exemption and issue a
Certificate of Exemption to the im-
porter. The Board will also issue the
importer a 9-digit alphanumeric Har-
monized Tariff Schedule (HTS) classi-
fication valid for 1 year from the date
of issue. This HTS classification should
be entered by the importer on the Cus-
toms entry documentation. Any line
item entry of 100 percent organic cot-
ton and cotton products bearing this
HTS classification assigned by the
Board will not be subject to assess-
ments.

(g) The exemption will apply imme-
diately following the issuance of the
Certificate of Exemption.

(h) Agricultural commodities pro-
duced and marketed under an organic
system plan, as described in 7 CFR
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205.201, but not sold, labeled, or rep-
resented as organic, shall not dis-
qualify a producer from exemption
under this section, except that pro-
ducers who produce both organic and
non-organic agricultural commodities
as a result of split operations shall not
qualify for exemption. Reasons for con-
ventional sales include lack of demand
for organic products, isolated use of
antibiotics for humane purposes, chem-
ical or pesticide use as the result of
State or emergency spray programs,
and crops from a buffer area as de-
scribed in 7 CFR part 205, provided all
other criteria are met.

[70 FR 2754, Jan. 14, 2005]
REIMBURSEMENTS

§1205.520 Procedure for obtaining re-
imbursement.

Each importer against whose imports
of cotton or cotton-containing prod-
ucts any assessments are made and col-
lected may obtain a reimbursement on
that portion of the assessment that
was collected on cotton produced in the
United States or cotton other than Up-
land cotton by following the proce-
dures prescribed in this section.

(a) Application form. An importer
shall obtain a reimbursement applica-
tion form from the Cotton Board. Such
form may be obtained by written re-
quest to the Cotton Board and the re-
quest shall bear the importer’s signa-
ture or the importer’s properly-wit-
nessed mark.

(b) Submission of reimbursement appli-
cation to Cotton Board. Any importer re-
questing a reimbursement shall mail
the application on the prescribed form
to the Cotton Board. The application
shall be postmarked within 180 days
from the date the assessments were
paid on the cotton by such importer.
The reimbursement application shall
show:

(1) The importer’s name, address,
phone number and Customs Service
identification number;

(2) Weight of the cotton in each HTS
category for which the reimbursement
is requested;

(3) Subtotal amounts to be reim-
bursed for each HT'S number and grand
total to be reimbursed;
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(4) Date or inclusive dates on which
the assessments were paid;

(5) The name of the port of entry; and

(6) Certification by the importer that
the cotton was grown in the U.S. or is
other than Upland cotton.

(c) Where more than one importer
shared in the assessment payment on
cotton, joint or separate reimburse-
ment application forms may be filed.
In any such case, the reimbursement
application shall show the names, ad-
dresses and proportionate shares of as-
sessments paid by all importers. The
reimbursement application shall bear
the signature of each importer seeking
reimbursement.

(d) Proof of payment of the assessment
on U.S. produced or other than Upland
cotton. A copy of the Customs entry
form and the commercial invoice filed
with the Customs Service shall accom-
pany the importer’s reimbursement ap-
plication. Within 60 days from the date
the properly executed application for
reimbursement is received by the Cot-
ton Board, the Cotton Board shall
make reimbursement to the importer.
For joint applications, the reimburse-
ment shall be made payable to all eligi-
ble importers signing the reimburse-
ment application. Documentation sub-
mitted with reimbursement applica-
tions shall not be returned to the im-
porter.

[67 FR 29192, July 1, 1992, as amended at 62
FR 22879, Apr. 28, 1997]

WAREHOUSE RECEIPTS

§1205.525 Entry of gin code number.

The warehouse that first receives a
bale for storage after ginning shall
enter the gin code number of the gin at
which the bale was ginned on the ware-
house receipt issued for the bale.

[67 FR 29192, July 1, 1992]
REPORTS AND RECORDS

§1205.530 Gin reports and reporting
schedule.

(a) Gin reports. Each year each cotton
gin in the United States shall submit
reports to the Cotton Board on forms
or certificates made available or ap-
proved by the Cotton Board as follows:

(1) End-of-season report. Except as
provided in paragraph (a)(2) of this sec-

51

§1205.532

tion, each gin shall report to the Cot-
ton Board an alphabetical listing of
producer names, their addresses, and
the number of bales ginned for each
such producer during its ginning sea-
son.

(2) Certificate in Lieu of End-of-Season
Report. If a gin is the collecting handler
on every bale ginned at such gin and
collecting handler reports and remit-
tances of assessments have been made
in accordance with §1205.516, a certifi-
cation to that effect may be made to
the Cotton Board in lieu of an end-of-
season report.

(b) Reporting schedule. The schedule
for submitting gin reports is as follows:

(1) Each gin that completes ginning
operations prior to January 16 shall
make a report to the Cotton Board
within 10 days after completion of gin-
ning.

(2) Each gin that operates on or after
January 16 will make a report to the
Cotton Board not later than January 25
covering bales ginned through January
15.

(3) Each gin that operates after Janu-
ary 15 shall make a supplemental re-
port to the Cotton Board within 10 days
after the close of ginning operations
covering bales ginned after January 15.

[42 FR 35974, July 13, 1977, as amended at 57
FR 29192, July 1, 1992]

§1205.531 Records.

Each handler or importer required to
make reports pursuant to this subpart
shall maintain such books and records
as are necessary to verify the reports.

[67 FR 29192, July 1, 1992]

§1205.532 Retention period for reports
and records.

Each handler and importer required
to make reports pursuant to this sub-
part shall retain for at least 2 years be-
yond the marketing year of their appli-
cability:

(a) One copy of the report made to
the Cotton Board; and

(b) Such books and records as are
necessary to verify such reports.

[67 FR 29192, July 1, 1992]
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