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applies, no matter where the fish are
taken and retained, possessed, or land-
ed.

(3) Operating in two different areas
where a species or species group is
managed with different types of trip
limits. During the fishing year, NMFS
may implement management measures
for a species or species group that set
different types of trip limits (for exam-
ple, per trip limits versus cumulative
trip limits) for different areas. If a ves-
sel fishes for a species or species group
that is managed with different types of
trip limits in two different areas with-
in the same cumulative limit period,
then that vessel is subject to the most
restrictive overall cumulative limit for
that species, regardless of where fish-
ing occurs.

(4) Minor rockfish. Several rockfish
species are designated with species-spe-
cific limits on one side of the 40°10" N.
lat. management line, and are included
as part of a minor rockfish complex on
the other side of the line. A vessel that
takes and retains fish from a minor
rockfish complex (nearshore, shelf, or
slope) on both sides of a management
line during a single cumulative limit
period is subject to the more restric-
tive cumulative limit for that minor
rockfish complex during that period.

(i) If a vessel takes and retains minor
slope rockfish north of 40°10" N. lat.,
that vessel is also permitted to take
and retain, possess or land splitnose
rockfish up to its cumulative limit
south of 40°10" N. lat., even if splitnose
rockfish were a part of the landings
from minor slope rockfish taken and
retained north of 40°10" N. lat.

(ii) If a vessel takes and retains
minor slope rockfish south of 40°10" N.
lat., that vessel is also permitted to
take and retain, possess or land POP
up to its cumulative limit north of
40°10" N. 1at., even if POP were a part of
the landings from minor slope rockfish
taken and retained south of 40°10" N.
lat.

(5) “DTS complex”’. There are often
differential trawl trip limits for the
“DTS complex’” north and south of
latitudinal management lines. Vessels
operating in the limited entry trawl
fishery are subject to the crossover
provisions in paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion when making landings that in-
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clude any one of the four species in the
“DTS complex.”

§660.330 Open access fishery—man-
agement measures.

(a) General. Groundfish species taken
in open access fisheries will be man-
aged with cumulative trip limits (see
trip limits in Tables 3 (North) and 3
(South) of this subpart), size limits (see
§660.60(h)(5)), seasons (see seasons in
Tables 3 (North) and 3 (South) of this
subpart), gear restrictions (see para-
graph (b) of this section), and closed
areas (see paragraph (d) of this section
and §§660.70 through 660.79, subpart C).
Unless otherwise specified, a vessel op-
erating in the open access fishery is
subject to, and must not exceed any
trip limit, frequency limit, and/or size
limit for the open access fishery.
Cowcod retention is prohibited in all
fisheries and groundfish vessels oper-
ating south of Point Conception must
adhere to CCA restrictions (see para-
graph (d)(11) of this section and §660.70,
subpart C). Retention of yelloweye
rockfish and canary rockfish is prohib-
ited in all open access fisheries. For in-
formation on the open access daily/
weekly trip limit fishery for sablefish,
see §660.332 and the trip limits in Ta-
bles 3 (North) and 3 (South) of this sub-
part. Open access vessels are subject to
daily or weekly sablefish limits in ad-
dition to cumulative limits for each
cumulative limit period. Only one sa-
blefish landing per week may be made
in excess of the daily trip limit and, if
the vessel chooses to make a landing in
excess of that daily trip limit, then
that is the only sablefish landing per-
mitted for that week. The trip limit for
black rockfish caught with hook-and-
line gear also applies, see paragraph (e)
of this section. Open access vessels
that fish with non-groundfish trawl
gear or in the salmon troll fishery
north of 40°10" N. lat. are subject the
cumulative limits and closed areas (ex-
cept the pink shrimp fishery which is
not subject to RCA restrictions) listed
in Tables 3 (North) and 3 (South) of
this subpart. Federal commercial
groundfish regulations are not in-
tended to supersede any more restric-
tive state commercial groundfish regu-
lations relating to federally managed
groundfish.
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(b) Gear restrictions. Open access gear
includes longline, trap, pot, hook-and-
line (fixed or mobile), setnet (anchored
gillnet or trammel net, which are per-
missible south of 38° N. lat. only), spear
and non-groundfish trawl gear (trawls
used to target non-groundfish species:
pink shrimp or ridgeback prawns, and,
south of Pt. Arena, CA (38°57.50° N.
lat.), California halibut or sea cucum-
bers). Restrictions for gears used in the
open access fisheries are as follows:

(1) Non-groundfish trawl gear. Non-
groundfish trawl gear is generally
trawl gear used to target pink shrimp,
ridgeback prawn, California halibut
and sea cucumber and is exempt from
the limited entry trawl gear restric-
tions at §660.130(b). The following gear
restrictions apply to non-groundfish
trawl gear:

(i) Bottom trawl gear with a footrope
diameter greater than 19 inches (48 cm)
(including rollers, bobbins, or other
material encircling or tied along the
length of the footrope) is prohibited
anywhere in EFH within the EEZ, as
defined by latitude/longitude coordi-
nates at §660.75. unless such gear is the
gear of another vessel that has been re-
trieved at sea and made inoperable or
stowed in a manner not capable of
being fished. The disposal at sea of
such gear is prohibited by Annex V of
the International Convention for the
Prevention of Pollution From Ships,
1973 (Annex V of MARPOL 73/78).

(i1) [Reserved]

(2) Fixed gear. (i) Fixed gear (longline,
trap or pot, set net and stationary
hook-and-line gear, including commer-
cial vertical hook-and-line gear) must
be attended at least once every 7 days.

(ii) Set mets. Fishing for groundfish
with set nets is prohibited in the fish-
ery management area north of 38°00.00’
N. lat.

(iii) Traps or pots. Traps must have
biodegradable escape panels con-
structed with 21 or smaller untreated
cotton twine in such a manner that an
opening at least 8 inches (20.3 cm) in di-
ameter results when the twine deterio-
rates.

(iv) Spears. Spears may be propelled
by hand or by mechanical means.

(c) Sorting. Under §660.12(a)(8), sub-
part C, it is unlawful for any person to
““fail to sort, prior to the first weighing
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after offloading, those groundfish spe-
cies or species groups for which there is
a trip limit, size limit, scientific sort-
ing designation, quota, harvest guide-
line, or OY, if the vessel fished or land-
ed in an area during a time when such
trip limit, size limit, scientific sorting
designation, quota, harvest guideline,
or OY applied.”” The States of Wash-
ington, Oregon, and California may
also require that vessels record their
landings as sorted on their state land-
ing receipts. For open access vessels,
the following species must be sorted:

(1) Coastwide—widow rockfish, ca-
nary rockfish, darkblotched rockfish,
yelloweye rockfish, shortbelly rock-
fish, black rockfish, blue rockfish,
minor nearshore rockfish, minor shelf
rockfish, minor slope rockfish,
shortspine and longspine thornyhead,
Dover sole, arrowtooth flounder,
petrale sole, starry flounder, English
sole, other flatfish, lingcod, sablefish,
Pacific cod, spiny dogfish, longnose
skate, other fish, Pacific whiting, and
Pacific sanddabs;

(2) North of 40°10° N.
yellowtail rockfish;

(3) South of 40°10’ N. lat.—minor shal-
low nearshore rockfish, minor deeper
nearshore rockfish, chilipepper rock-
fish, bocaccio rockfish, splitnose rock-
fish, cowcod, bronzespotted rockfish
and cabezon.

(d) Groundfish conservation areas af-
fecting open access vessels. A GCA, a
type of closed area, is a geographic
area defined by coordinates expressed
in degrees of latitude and longitude. A
vessel that is authorized by this para-
graph to fish within a GCA (e.g. fishing
for ‘‘other flatfish’ using no more than
12 hooks, ‘“‘Number 2"’ or smaller), may
not simultaneously have other gear on
board the vessel that is unlawful to use
for fishing within the GCA. The fol-
lowing GCAs apply to vessels partici-
pating in the open access groundfish
fishery.

(1) North coast recreational yelloweye
rockfish conservation area. The latitude
and longitude coordinates of the North
Coast Recreational Yelloweye Rockfish
Conservation Area (YRCA) boundaries
are specified at §660.70, subpart C. The

lat.—POP,
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North Coast Recreational YRCA is des-
ignated as an area to be avoided (a vol-
untary closure) by commercial fixed
gear fishers.

(2) North coast commercial yelloweye
rockfish conservation area. The latitude
and longitude coordinates of the North
Coast Commercial Yelloweye Rockfish
Conservation Area (YRCA) boundaries
are specified at §660.70, subpart C. Fish-
ing with open access gear is prohibited
within the North Coast Commercial
YRCA. It is unlawful to take and re-
tain, possess, or land groundfish taken
with open access gear within the North
Coast Commercial YRCA. Open access
vessels may transit through the North
Coast Commercial YRCA with or with-
out groundfish on board.

(38) South coast recreational yelloweye
rockfish conservation area. The latitude
and longitude coordinates of the South
Coast Recreational Yelloweye Rockfish
Conservation Area (YRCA) boundaries
are specified at §660.70, subpart C. The
South Coast Recreational YRCA is des-
ignated as an area to be avoided (a vol-
untary closure) by commercial fixed
gear fishers.

(4) Westport offshore recreational
YRCA. The latitude and longitude co-
ordinates that define the Westport Off-
shore Recreational YRCA boundaries
are specified at §660.70, subpart C. The
Westport Offshore Recreational YRCA
is designated as an area to be avoided
(a voluntary closure) by commercial
fixed gear fishers.

(5) Point St. George YRCA. The lati-
tude and longitude coordinates of the
Point St. George YRCA boundaries are
specified at §660.70, subpart C. Fishing
with open access gear is prohibited
within the Point St. George YRCA, on
dates when the closure is in effect. It is
unlawful to take and retain, possess, or
land groundfish taken with open access
gear within the Point St. George
YRCA, on dates when the closure is in
effect. The closure is not in effect at
this time, and commercial fishing for
groundfish is open within the Point St.
George YRCA from January 1 through
December 31. This closure may be im-
posed through inseason adjustment.
Open access vessels may transit
through the Point St. George YRCA, at
any time, with or without groundfish
on board.
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(6) South Reef YRCA. The latitude and
longitude coordinates of the South
Reef YRCA boundaries are specified at
§660.70, subpart C. Fishing with open
access gear is prohibited within the
South Reef YRCA, on dates when the
closure is in effect. It is unlawful to
take and retain, possess, or land
groundfish taken with open access gear
within the South Reef YRCA, on dates
when the closure is in effect. The clo-
sure is not in effect at this time, and
commercial fishing for groundfish is
open within the South Reef YRCA from
January 1 through December 31. This
closure may be imposed through
inseason adjustment. Open access gear
vessels may transit through the South
Reef YRCA, at any time, with or with-
out groundfish on board.

(7T) Reading Rock YRCA. The latitude
and longitude coordinates of the Read-
ing Rock YRCA boundaries are speci-
fied at §660.70, subpart C. Fishing with
open access gear is prohibited within
the Reading Rock YRCA, on dates
when the closure is in effect. It is un-
lawful to take and retain, possess, or
land groundfish taken with open access
gear within the Reading Rock YRCA,
on dates when the closure is in effect.
The closure is not in effect at this
time, and commercial fishing for
groundfish is open within the Reading
Rock YRCA from January 1 through
December 31. This closure may be im-
posed through inseason adjustment.
Open access gear vessels may transit
through the Reading Rock YRCA, at
any time, with or without groundfish
on board.

(8) Point Delgada (North) YRCA. The
latitude and longitude coordinates of
the Point Delgada (North) YRCA
boundaries are specified at §660.70, sub-
part C. Fishing with open access gear is
prohibited within the Point Delgada
(North) YRCA, on dates when the clo-
sure is in effect. It is unlawful to take
and retain, possess, or land groundfish
taken with open access gear within the
Point Delgada (North) YRCA, on dates
when the closure is in effect. The clo-
sure is not in effect at this time, and
commercial fishing for groundfish is
open within the Point Delgada (North)
YRCA from January 1 through Decem-
ber 31. This closure may be imposed
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through inseason adjustment. Open ac-
cess gear vessels may transit through
the Point Delgada (North) YRCA, at
any time, with or without groundfish
on board.

(9) Point Delgada (South) YRCA. The
latitude and longitude coordinates of
the Point Delgada (South) YRCA
boundaries are specified at §660.70, sub-
part C. Fishing with open access gear is
prohibited within the Point Delgada
(South) YRCA, on dates when the clo-
sure is in effect. It is unlawful to take
and retain, possess, or land groundfish
taken with open access gear within the
Point Delgada (South) YRCA, on dates
when the closure is in effect. The clo-
sure is not in effect at this time, and
commercial fishing for groundfish is
open within the Point Delgada (South)
YRCA from January 1 through Decem-
ber 31. This closure may be imposed
through inseason adjustment. Open ac-
cess gear vessels may transit through
the Point Delgada (South) YRCA, at
any time, with or without groundfish
on board.

(10) Salmon Troll Yelloweye Rockfish
Conservation Area (YRCA). The latitude
and longitude coordinates of the Salm-
on Troll YRCA boundaries are specified
in the groundfish regulations at
§660.70, subpart C, and in the salmon
regulations at §660.405. Fishing with
salmon troll gear is prohibited within
the Salmon Troll YRCA. It is unlawful
for commercial salmon troll vessels to
take and retain, possess, or land fish
taken with salmon troll gear within
the Salmon Troll YRCA. Open access
vessels may transit through the Salm-
on Troll YRCA with or without fish on
board.

(11) Cowcod  Conservation  Areas
(CCAs). The latitude and longitude co-
ordinates of the CCAs boundaries are
specified at §660.70, subpart C. It is un-
lawful to take and retain, possess, or
land groundfish within the CCAs, ex-
cept for species authorized in this para-
graph caught according to gear re-
quirements in this paragraph, when
those waters are open to fishing. Com-
mercial fishing vessels may transit
through the Western CCA with their
gear stowed and groundfish on board
only in a corridor through the Western
CCA bounded on the north by the lati-
tude line at 33°00.50° N. lat., and bound-
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ed on the south by the latitude line at
32°59.50’ N. lat. Fishing with open ac-
cess gear is prohibited in the CCAs, ex-
cept as follows:

(i) Fishing for ‘‘other flatfish’ is per-
mitted within the CCAs under the fol-
lowing conditions: when using no more
than 12 hooks, ‘“‘Number 2 or smaller,
which measure no more than 11 mm
(0.44 inches) point to shank, and up to
two 1-1b (0.45 kg) weights per line; and
provided a valid declaration report as
required at §660.12(d), subpart C, has
been filed with NMFS OLE.

(ii) Fishing for rockfish and lingcod
is permitted shoreward of the 20 fm (37
m) depth contour within the CCAs
when trip limits authorize such fishing,
and provided a valid declaration report
as required at §660.12(d), subpart C, has
been filed with NMFS OLE.

(12) Nontrawl rockfish conservation
areas for the open access fisheries. The
nontrawl RCAs are closed areas, de-
fined by specific latitude and longitude
coordinates (specified at §§660.70
through 660.74, subpart C) designed to
approximate specific depth contours,
where fishing for groundfish with
nontrawl gear is prohibited. Bound-
aries for the nontrawl RCA throughout
the year are provided in the open ac-
cess trip limit tables, Table 3 (North)
and Table 3 (South) of this subpart and
may be modified by NMFS inseason
pursuant to §660.60(c).

(i) It is unlawful to operate a vessel
in the nontrawl RCA that has nontrawl
gear onboard and is not registered to a
limited entry permit on a trip in which
the vessel is used to take and retain or
possess groundfish in the EEZ, or land
groundfish taken in the EEZ, except
for the purpose of continuous
transiting, or when the use of nontrawl
gear is authorized in part 660.

(ii) On any trip on which a groundfish
species is taken with nontrawl open ac-
cess gear and retained, the open access
nontrawl vessel may transit through
the nontrawl RCA only if all ground-
fish nontrawl gear is stowed either:
Below deck; or if the gear cannot read-
ily be moved, in a secured and covered
manner, detached from all lines, so
that it is rendered unusable for fishing.

(iii) The nontrawl RCA restrictions
in this section apply to vessels taking
and retaining or possessing groundfish
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in the EEZ, or landing groundfish
taken in the EEZ. Unless otherwise au-
thorized by part 660, a vessel may not
retain any groundfish taken on a fish-
ing trip for species other than ground-
fish that occurs within the nontrawl
RCA. If a vessel fishes in a non-ground-
fish fishery in the nontrawl RCA, it
may not participate in any fishing for
groundfish on that trip that is prohib-
ited within the nontrawl RCA. [For ex-
ample, if a vessel fishes in the salmon
troll fishery within the RCA, the vessel
cannot on the same trip fish in the sa-
blefish fishery outside of the RCA.]

(iv) Fishing for ‘‘other flatfish’ off
California (between 42° N. lat. south to
the U.S./Mexico border) is permitted
within the nontrawl RCA with fixed
gear only under the following condi-
tions: When using no more than 12
hooks, ‘“Number 2’ or smaller, which
measure no more than 11 mm (0.44
inches) point to shank, and up to two 1-
1b (0.91 kg) weights per line when trip
limits authorize such fishing; and pro-
vided a valid declaration report as re-
quired at §660.12(d), subpart C, has been
filed with NMFS OLE.

(13) Non-groundfish trawl rockfish con-
servation areas for the open access non-
groundfish trawl fisheries. The non-
groundfish trawl RCAs are closed
areas, defined by specific latitude and
longitude coordinates (specified at
§§660.70 through 660.74, subpart C) de-
signed to approximate specific depth
contours, where fishing for groundfish
with nontrawl gear 1is prohibited.
Boundaries for the mnontrawl RCA
throughout the year are provided in
the open access trip limit tables, Table
3 (North) and Table 3 (South) of this
subpart and may be modified by NMFS
in season pursuant to §660.60(c).

(1) It is unlawful to operate a vessel
in the non-groundfish trawl RCA with
non-groundfish trawl gear onboard, ex-
cept for the purpose of continuous
transiting, or when the use of trawl
gear is authorized in part 660. It is un-
lawful to take and retain, possess, or
land groundfish taken with non-
groundfish trawl gear within the
nontrawl RCA, unless otherwise au-
thorized in part 660.

(ii) Non-groundfish trawl vessels may
transit through the non-groundfish
trawl RCA, with or without groundfish
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on board, provided all non-groundfish
trawl gear is stowed either: Below
deck; or if the gear cannot readily be
moved, in a secured and covered man-
ner, detached from all towing lines, so
that it is rendered unusable for fishing;
or remaining on deck uncovered if the
trawl doors are hung from their stan-
chions and the net is disconnected from
the doors.

(iii) The non-groundfish trawl RCA
restrictions in this section apply to
vessels taking and retaining or pos-
sessing groundfish in the EEZ, or land-
ing groundfish taken in the EEZ. Un-
less otherwise authorized by Part 660,
it is unlawful for a vessel to retain any
groundfish taken on a fishing trip for
species other than groundfish that oc-
curs within the non-groundfish trawl
RCA. If a vessel fishes in a non-ground-
fish fishery in the non-groundfish trawl
RCA, it may not participate in any
fishing on that trip that is prohibited
within the non-groundfish trawl RCA.
[For example, if a vessel fishes in the
pink shrimp fishery within the RCA,
the vessel cannot on the same trip fish
in the DTS fishery seaward of the
RCA.] Nothing in these Federal regula-
tions supersedes any state regulations
that may prohibit trawling shoreward
of the fishery management area (3-200
nm).

(iv) It is lawful to fish with non-
groundfish trawl gear within the non-
groundfish trawl RCA only under the
following conditions:

(A) Pink shrimp trawling is per-
mitted in the non-groundfish trawl
RCA when a valid declaration report as
required at §660.12(d), subpart C, has
been filed with NMFS OLE. Groundfish
caught with pink shrimp trawl gear
may be retained anywhere in the EEZ
and are subject to the limits in Table 3
(North) and Table 3 (South) of this sub-
part.

(B) When the shoreward line of the
trawl RCA is shallower than 100 fm (183
m), vessels using ridgeback prawn
trawl gear south of 34°27.00" N. lat. may
operate out to the 100 fm (183 m)
boundary line specified at §660.73 when
a valid declaration report as required
at §660.12(d), subpart C, has been filed
with NMFS OLE. Groundfish caught
with ridgeback prawn trawl gear are
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subject to the limits in Table 3 (North)
and Table 3 (South) of this subpart.

(14) Farallon Islands. Under California
law, commercial fishing for all ground-
fish is prohibited between the shoreline
and the 10 fm (18 m) depth contour
around the Farallon Islands. An excep-
tion to this prohibition is that com-
mercial fishing for ‘‘other flatfish’ is
permitted around the Farallon Islands
using no more than 12 hooks, ‘“‘Number
2 or smaller, which measure no more
than 11 mm (0.44 inches) point to
shank, and up to two 1-1b (0.45 kg)
weights per line. (See Table 2 (South)
of this subpart.) For a definition of the
Farallon Islands, see §660.70, subpart C.

(15) Cordell Banks. Commercial fish-
ing for groundfish is prohibited in wa-
ters of depths less than 100-fm (183-m)
around Cordell Banks, as defined by
specific latitude and longitude coordi-
nates at §660.70, subpart C. An excep-
tion to this prohibition is that com-
mercial fishing for ‘“‘other flatfish’ is
permitted around Cordell Banks using
no more than 12 hooks, ‘“‘Number 2’ or
smaller, which measure no more than
11 mm (0.44 inches) point to shank, and
up to two 1-1b (0.45 kg) weights per line.

(16) Essential fish habitat conservation
areas (EFHCA). An EFHCA, a type of
closed area, is a geographic area de-
fined by coordinates expressed in de-
grees of latitude and longitude at
§§660.76 through 660.79, where specified
types of fishing are prohibited in ac-
cordance with §660.12, subpart C.
EFHCAs apply to vessels using bottom
trawl gear and or vessels using ‘‘bot-
tom contact gear,” which is defined at
§660.11, subpart C, and includes, but is
not limited to: Beam trawl, bottom
trawl, dredge, fixed gear, set net,
demersal seine, dinglebar gear, and
other gear (including experimental
gear) designed or modified to make
contact with the bottom.

(i) The following EFHCAs apply to
vessels operating within the EEZ off
the coasts of Washington, Oregon, and
California with bottom trawl gear:

(A) Seaward of a boundary line ap-
proximating the 700-fm (1280-m) depth
contour. Fishing with bottom trawl
gear is prohibited in waters of depths
greater than 700 fm (1280 m) within the
EFH, as defined by specific latitude
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and longitude coordinates at §§660.75
and 660.76.

(B) Shoreward of a boundary line ap-
proximating the 100-m (183-m) depth
contour. Fishing with bottom trawl
gear with a footrope diameter greater
than 8 inches (20 cm) is prohibited in
waters shoreward of a boundary line
approximating the 100-fm (183-m) depth
contour, as defined by specific latitude
and longitude coordinates at §660.73.

(C) EFHCAs for all bottom trawl
gear. Fishing with all bottom trawl
gear is prohibited within the following
EFHCAs, which are defined by specific
latitude and longitude coordinates at
§§660.77 through 660.78: Olympic 2, Bio-
genic 1, Biogenic 2, Grays Canyon, Bio-
genic 3, Astoria Canyon, Nehalem
Bank/Shale Pile, Siletz Deepwater,
Daisy Bank/Nelson Island, Newport
Rockpile/Stonewall Bank, Heceta
Bank, Deepwater off Coos Bay, Bandon
High Spot, Rogue Canyon.

(D) EFHCAs for all bottom trawl
gear, except demersal seine gear. Fish-
ing with all bottom trawl gear except
demersal seine gear (defined at §660.11,
subpart C) is prohibited within the fol-
lowing EFHCAs, which are defined by
specific latitude and longitude coordi-
nates at §660.79: Eel River Canyon,
Blunts Reef, Mendocino Ridge, Delgada
Canyon, Tolo Bank, Point Arena
North, Point Arena South Biogenic
Area, Cordell Bank/Biogenic Area,
Farallon Islands/Fanny Shoal, Half
Moon Bay, Monterey Bay/Canyon,
Point Sur Deep, Big Sur Coast/Port
San Luis, East San Lucia Bank, Point
Conception, Hidden Reef/Kidney Bank
(within Cowcod Conservation Area
West), Catalina Island, Potato Bank
(within Cowcod Conservation Area
West), Cherry Bank (within Cowcod
Conservation Area West), and Cowcod
EFH Conservation Area East.

(E) EFHCASs for bottom contact gear,
which includes bottom trawl gear.
Fishing with bottom contact gear is
prohibited within the following
EFHCASs, which are defined by specific
latitude and longitude coordinates at
§§660.398-.399: Thompson Seamount,
President Jackson Seamount, Cordell
Bank (50-fm (91-m) isobath), Harris
Point, Richardson Rock, Scorpion,
Painted Cave, Anacapa Island,
Carrington Point, Judith Rock, Skunk
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Point, Footprint, Gull Island, South
Point, and Santa Barbara. Fishing with
bottom contact gear is also prohibited
within the Davidson Seamount EFH
Area, which is defined by specific lati-
tude and longitude coordinates at
§660.75, subpart C.

(ii) [Reserved]

(e) Black rockfish fishery management.
The trip limit for black rockfish
(Sebastes melanops) for commercial fish-
ing vessels using hook-and-line gear
between the U.S.-Canada border and
Cape Alava (48°09.50" N. lat.), and be-
tween Destruction Island (47°40" N. lat.)
and Leadbetter Point (46°38.17" N. lat.),
is 100-1bs (45 kg) or 30 percent, by
weight of all fish on board, whichever
is greater, per vessel per fishing trip.
These per trip limits apply to limited
entry and open access fisheries, in con-
junction with the cumulative trip lim-
its and other management measures in
§§660.230 and 660.330. The crossover pro-
visions in §660.60(h)(7), subpart C, do
not apply to the black rockfish per-trip
limits.

§660.332 Open access daily trip limit
(DTL) fishery for sablefish.

(a) Open access DTL fisheries both
north and south of 36° N. lat. Open ac-
cess vessels may fish in the open ac-
cess, daily trip limit fishery for as long
as that fishery is open during the year,
subject to the routine management
measures imposed under §660.60, sub-
part C.

(b) Trip limits. (1) Daily and/or weekly
trip limits for the open access fishery
north and south of 36° N. lat. are pro-
vided in Tables 3 (North) and 3 (South)
of this subpart.

(2) Trip and/or frequency limits may
be imposed in the limited entry fishery
on vessels that are not participating in
the primary season under §660.60, sub-
part C.

(3) Trip and/or size limits to protect
juvenile sablefish in the limited entry
or open access fisheries also may be
imposed at any time under §660.60, sub-
part C.

(4) Trip limits may be imposed in the
open access fishery at any time under
§660.60, subpart C.

§660.333

§660.333 Open access non-groundfish
trawl fishery—management meas-
ures.

(a) General. Groundfish taken with
non-groundfish trawl gear by vessels
engaged in fishing for pink shrimp,
ridgeback prawns, California halibut,
or sea cucumbers. Trip limits for
groundfish retained in the ridgeback
prawn, California halibut, or sea cu-
cumber fisheries are in the open access
trip limit table, Table 3 (South) of this
subpart. Trip limits for groundfish re-
tained in the pink shrimp fishery are in
Tables 3 (North) and 3 (South) of this
subpart. The table also generally de-
scribes the RCAs for vessels partici-
pating in these fisheries.

(b) Participation in the ridgeback
prawn fishery. A trawl vessel will be
considered participating in the

ridgeback prawn fishery if:

(1) It is not registered to a valid Fed-
eral limited entry groundfish permit
issued under §660.25(b) for trawl gear;
and

(2) The landing includes ridgeback
prawns taken in accordance with Cali-
fornia Fish and Game Code, section
8595, which states: ‘“Prawns or shrimp
may be taken for commercial purposes
with a trawl net, subject to Article 10
(commencing with Section 8830) of
Chapter 3.”

(c) Participation in the California hal-
ibut fishery. (1) A trawl vessel will be
considered participating in the Cali-
fornia halibut fishery if:

(i) It is not registered to a valid Fed-
eral limited entry groundfish permit
issued under §660. 25(b) for trawl gear;

(ii) All fishing on the trip takes place
south of Pt. Arena, CA (38°57.50° N.
lat.); and

(iii) The landing includes California
halibut of a size required by California
Fish and Game Code section 8392,
which states: ‘“No California halibut
may be taken, possessed or sold which
measures less than 22 in (56 cm) in
total length, unless it weighs 4-1b
(1.8144 kg) or more in the round, 3 and
one-half 1bs (1.587 kg) or more dressed
with the head on, or 3-1bs (1.3608 kg) or
more dressed with the head off. Total
length means the shortest distance be-
tween the tip of the jaw or snout,
whichever extends farthest while the
mouth is closed, and the tip of the
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