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comment on, and NMFS final deter-
mination on such exemptions shall be 
consistent with paragraphs (c)(1) and 
(2) of this section. 

(i) Regulations that may not be exempt-
ed for sector participants. The Regional 
Administrator may not exempt partici-
pants in a sector from the following 
Federal fishing regulations: NE multi-
species year-round closure areas, per-
mitting restrictions (e.g., vessel up-
grades, etc.), gear restrictions designed 
to minimize habitat impacts (e.g., roll-
er gear restrictions, etc.), and report-
ing requirements (not including DAS 
reporting requirements or SAP-specific 
reporting requirements specified in 
this part). This list may be modified 
through a framework adjustment, as 
specified in § 648.90. 

(ii) Universal sector exemptions. All 
sector vessels are exempt from the fol-
lowing Federal fishing regulations 
under this part: 

(A) Trip limits on NE multispecies 
stocks for which a sector receives an 
allocation of ACE pursuant to para-
graph (b)(1)(i) of this section (i.e., all 
stocks except Atlantic halibut, ocean 
pout, windowpane flounder, SNE/MA 
winter flounder, and Atlantic wolffish); 

(B) The GOM Rolling Closure Areas 
and the GB Seasonal Closed Area speci-
fied in § 648.81(f)(1) and (g), respec-
tively, provided sector vessels comply 
with the sector-specific GOM Rolling 
Closure Areas specified in 
§ 648.81(f)(2)(vi); 

(C) NE multispecies DAS restrictions 
other than those required to comply 
with effort controls in other fisheries, 
as specified in §§ 648.92 and 648.322; and 

(D) The minimum codend mesh size 
restrictions for trawl gear specified in 
§ 648.80(a)(4)(i) when using a haddock 
separator trawl defined in 
§ 648.85(a)(3)(iii) or the Ruhle trawl de-
fined in § 648.85(b)(6)(iv)(J)(3) within the 
GB RMA, as defined in § 648.80(a)(2), 
provided sector vessels use a codend 
with 6-inch (15.2-cm) minimum mesh. 

(3) The Regional Administrator may 
withdraw approval of a sector, after 
consultation with the Council, at any 
time, if it is determined that sector 
participants are not complying with 
the requirements of an approved oper-
ations plan or that the continuation of 
the operations plan will undermine 

achievement of fishing mortality ob-
jectives of the FMP. Withdrawal of ap-
proval of a sector may only be done in 
a manner consistent with the Adminis-
trative Procedure Act and other appli-
cable law. 

(d) Approved sector allocation pro-
posals. Eligible NE multispecies ves-
sels, as specified in paragraph (a)(3) of 
this section, may participate in the 
sectors identified in paragraphs (d)(1) 
through (19) of this section, provided 
the operations plan is approved by the 
Regional Administrator in accordance 
with paragraph (c) of this section and 
each participating vessel and vessel op-
erator and/or vessel owner complies 
with the requirements of the oper-
ations plan, the requirements and con-
ditions specified in the letter of au-
thorization issued pursuant to para-
graph (c) of this section, and all other 
requirements specified in this section. 
All operational aspects of these sectors 
shall be specified pursuant to the oper-
ations plan and sector contract, as re-
quired by this section. 

(1) GB Cod Hook Sector. 
(2) GB Cod Fixed Gear Sector. 
(3) Sustainable Harvest Sector. 
(4) Port Clyde Community Groundfish 

Sector. 
(5) Northeast Fishery Sector I. 
(6) Northeast Fishery Sector II. 
(7) Northeast Fishery Sector III. 
(8) Northeast Fishery Sector IV. 
(9) Northeast Fishery Sector V. 
(10) Northeast Fishery Sector VI. 
(11) Northeast Fishery Sector VII. 
(12) Northeast Fishery Sector VIII. 
(13) Northeast Fishery Sector IX. 
(14) Northeast Fishery Sector X. 
(15) Northeast Fishery Sector XI. 
(16) Northeast Fishery Sector XII. 
(17) Northeast Fishery Sector XIII. 
(18) Tristate Sector. 
(19) Northeast Coastal Communities Sec-

tor. 

[75 FR 18338, 18374 Apr. 9, 2010] 

§ 648.88 Multispecies open access per-
mit restrictions. 

(a) Handgear permit. A vessel issued a 
valid open access NE multispecies 
Handgear permit is subject to the fol-
lowing restrictions: 

(1) The vessel may possess and land 
up to 200 lb (90.7 kg) of cod and up to 
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the landing and possession limit re-
strictions for other NE multispecies 
specified in § 648.86, provided the vessel 
complies with the restrictions specified 
in paragraph (a)(2) of this section. 
Should the GOM cod trip limit speci-
fied in § 648.86(b)(1) be adjusted in the 
future, the cod trip limit specified in 
this paragraph (a)(1) shall be adjusted 
proportionally (rounded up to the near-
est 25 lb (11.3 kg)). 

(2) Restrictions: (i) The vessel may not 
use or possess on board gear other than 
handgear while in possession of, fishing 
for, or landing NE multispecies, and 
must have at least one standard tote 
on board; 

(ii) The vessel may not fish for, pos-
sess, or land regulated species from 
March 1 through March 20 of each year; 
and 

(iii) The vessel, if fishing with tub- 
trawl gear, may not fish with more 
than a maximum of 250 hooks. 

(b) Charter/party permit. A vessel that 
has been issued a valid open access NE 
multispecies charter/party permit is 
subject to the additional restrictions 
on gear, recreational minimum fish 
sizes, possession limits, and prohibi-
tions on sale specified in § 648.89, and 
any other applicable provisions of this 
part. 

(c) Scallop NE multispecies possession 
limit permit. With the exception of ves-
sels fishing in the Sea Scallop Access 
Areas as specified in § 648.59(b) through 
(d), a vessel that has been issued a 
valid open access scallop NE multispe-
cies possession limit permit may pos-
sess and land up to 300 lb (136.1 kg) of 
regulated NE multispecies when fishing 
under a scallop DAS allocated under 
§ 648.53, provided the vessel does not 
fish for, possess, or land haddock from 
January 1 through June 30, as specified 
under § 648.86(a)(2)(i), and provided that 
the amount of regulated NE multispe-
cies on board the vessel does not exceed 
any of the pertinent trip limits speci-
fied under § 648.86, and provided the ves-
sel has at least one standard tote on 
board. A vessel fishing in the Sea Scal-
lop Access Areas as specified in 
§ 648.59(b) through (d) is subject to the 
possession limits specified in 
§ 648.60(a)(5)(ii). 

(d) Non-regulated NE multispecies per-
mit. A vessel issued a valid open access 

non-regulated NE multispecies permit 
may possess and land one Atlantic hal-
ibut and unlimited amounts of the 
other non-regulated NE multispecies. 
The vessel is subject to restrictions on 
gear, area, and time of fishing specified 
in § 648.80 and any other applicable pro-
visions of this part. 

[69 FR 22983, Apr. 27, 2004, as amended at 69 
FR 63481, Nov. 2, 2004; 71 FR 62195, Oct. 23, 
2006; 75 FR 18348, Apr. 9, 2010] 

§ 648.89 Recreational and charter/ 
party vessel restrictions. 

(a) Recreational gear restrictions. Per-
sons aboard charter/party vessels per-
mitted under this part and not fishing 
under the DAS program or under the 
restrictions and conditions of an ap-
proved sector operations plan, as speci-
fied in § 648.87(c), and recreational fish-
ing vessels in the EEZ, are prohibited 
from fishing with more than one line 
per angler, and must stow all other 
fishing gear on board the vessel as 
specified in § 648.23(b). 

(b) Recreational minimum fish sizes—(1) 
Minimum fish sizes. Unless further re-
stricted under paragraph (b)(3) of this 
section, persons aboard charter/party 
vessels permitted under this part and 
not fishing under the NE multispecies 
DAS program or under the restrictions 
and conditions of an approved sector 
operations plan, and recreational fish-
ing vessels in or possessing fish from 
the EEZ, may not possess fish smaller 
than the minimum fish sizes, measured 
in total length (TL), as follows: 

Species Size 
(inches) 

Cod .................................................... 22 (55.9 cm) 
Haddock ............................................. 18 (45.7 cm) 
Pollock ............................................... 19 (48.3 cm) 
Witch flounder (gray sole) ................. 14 (35.6 cm) 
Yellowtail flounder ............................. 13 (33.0 cm) 
American plaice (dab) ....................... 14 (35.6 cm) 
Atlantic halibut ................................... 41 (104.1 cm) 
Winter flounder (blackback) ............... 12 (30.5 cm) 
Redfish ............................................... 9 (22.9 cm) 

(2) Exception. Vessels may possess fil-
lets less than the minimum size speci-
fied, if the fillets are taken from legal- 
sized fish and are not offered or in-
tended for sale, trade or barter. 

(3) GOM cod. Private recreational 
vessels and charter party vessels de-
scribed in paragraph (b)(1) of this sec-
tion may not possess cod smaller than 
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