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50 CFR Ch. VI (10–1–10 Edition)

(iii) The transfer is consistent with
the objectives of the Bluefish FMP and
Magnuson-Stevens Act.
(2) The transfer of quota or the combination of quotas will be valid only for
the calendar year for which the request
was made.
(3) A state may not submit a request
to transfer quota or combine quotas if
a request to which it is party is pending before the Regional Administrator.
A state may submit a new request
when it receives notification that the
Regional
Administrator
has
disapproved the previous request or when
notification of the approval of the
transfer or combination has been published in the FEDERAL REGISTER.
(4) If there is a quota overage among
states involved in the combination of
quotas at the end of the fishing year,
the overage will be deducted from the
following year’s quota for each of the
states involved in the combined quota.
The deduction will be proportional,
based on each state’s relative share of
the combined quota for the previous
year. A transfer of quota or combination of quotas does not alter any
state’s percentage share of the overall
quota specified in paragraph (e)(1) of
this section.
(g) Based upon any changes in the
landings data available from the states
for the base years 1981-89, the Commission and the Council may recommend
to the Regional Administrator that the
states’ shares specified in paragraph
(e)(1) of this section be revised. The
Council’s and the Commission’s recommendation must include supporting
documentation, as appropriate, concerning the environmental and economic impacts of the recommendation.
The Regional Administrator shall review the recommendation of the Commission and the Council. After such review, NMFS will publish a proposed
rule in the FEDERAL REGISTER to implement a revision in the state shares.
After considering public comment,
NMFS will publish a final rule in the
FEDERAL REGISTER to implement the
changes in allocation.
(h) Research quota. See § 648.21(g).

§ 648.161

[65 FR 45852, July 26, 2000, as amended at 66
FR 42162, Aug. 10, 2001; 70 FR 53970, Sept. 13,
2005; 73 FR 4756, Jan. 28, 2008]

(a) No person shall possess more than
15 bluefish in, or harvested from, the
EEZ unless that person is the owner or

Closures.

(a) EEZ closure. NMFS shall close the
EEZ to fishing for bluefish by commercial vessels for the remainder of the
calendar year by publishing notification in the FEDERAL REGISTER if the
Regional Administrator determines
that the inaction of one or more states
will cause the applicable F specified in
§ 648.160(a) to be exceeded, or if the
commercial fisheries in all states have
been closed. NMFS may reopen the
EEZ if earlier inaction by a state has
been remedied by that state, or if commercial fisheries in one or more states
have been reopened without causing
the applicable specified F to be exceeded.
(b) State quotas. The Regional Administrator will monitor state commercial
quotas based on dealer reports and
other available information and shall
determine the date when a state commercial quota will be harvested. NMFS
shall publish notification in the FEDERAL REGISTER advising a state that,
effective upon a specific date, its commercial quota has been harvested and
notifying vessel and dealer permit
holders that no commercial quota is
available for landing bluefish in that
state.
§ 648.162

Minimum fish sizes.

If the Council determines through its
annual review or framework adjustment process that minimum fish sizes
are necessary to assure that the fishing
mortality rate is not exceeded, or to
attain other FMP objective, such measures will be enacted through the procedure specified in § 648.160(d) or 648.165.
§ 648.163

Gear restrictions.

If the Council determines through its
annual review or framework adjustment process that gear restrictions are
necessary to assure that the fishing
mortality rate is not exceeded, or to
attain other FMP objectives, such
measures will be enacted through the
procedure specified in §§ 648.160(d) or
648.165.
§ 648.164

Possession restrictions.
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