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50 CFR Ch. VI (10–1–10 Edition)
Minimum fish sizes.

(a) The minimum size for scup is 9
inches (22.9 cm) TL for all vessels
issued a moratorium permit under
§ 648.4(a)(6). If such a vessel is also
issued a charter and party boat permit
and is carrying passengers for hire, or
carrying more than three crew members if a charter boat, or more than
five crew members if a party boat, then
the minimum size specified in paragraph (b) of this section applies.
(b) The minimum size for scup is 10.5
inches (26.67 cm) TL for all vessels that
do not have a moratorium permit, or
for party and charter vessels that are
issued a moratorium permit but are
fishing with passengers for hire, or carrying more than three crew members if
a charter boat, or more than five crew
members if a party boat.
(c) The minimum size applies to
whole fish or any part of a fish found in
possession, e.g., fillets. These minimum sizes may be adjusted pursuant
to the procedures in § 648.120.
[61 FR 43426, Aug. 23, 1996, as amended at 66
FR 39292, July 30, 2001; 67 FR 50373, Aug. 2,
2002; 73 FR 29999, May 23, 2008]
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§ 648.125

Possession limit.

(a) No person shall possess more than
10 scup in, or harvested from, the EEZ
unless that person is the owner or operator of a fishing vessel issued a scup
moratorium permit, or is issued a scup
dealer permit. Persons aboard a commercial vessel that is not eligible for a
scup moratorium permit are subject to
this possession limit. The owner, operator, and crew of a charter or party
boat issued a scup moratorium permit
are subject to the possession limit
when carrying passengers for hire or
when carrying more than five crew
members for a party boat, or more
than three crew members for a charter
boat. This possession limit may be adjusted pursuant to the procedures in
§ 648.120.
(b) If whole scup are processed into
fillets, an authorized officer will convert the number of fillets to whole scup
at the place of landing by dividing fillet number by 2. If scup are filleted
into a single (butterfly) fillet, such fillet shall be deemed to be from one
whole scup.

(c) Scup harvested by vessels subject
to the possession limit with more than
one person aboard may be pooled in one
or more containers. Compliance with
the daily possession limit will be determined by dividing the number of scup
on board by the number of persons
aboard other than the captain and
crew. If there is a violation of the possession limit on board a vessel carrying
more than one person, the violation
shall be deemed to have been committed by the owner and operator.
(d) Scup and scup parts harvested by
a vessel with a moratorium or charter
or party boat scup permit, or in or
from the EEZ north of 35°15.3′ N. lat.,
may not be landed with the skin removed.
[61 FR 43426, Aug. 23, 1996, as amended at 66
FR 39292, July 30, 2001; 67 FR 50373, Aug. 2,
2002; 68 FR 44236, July 28, 2003; 73 FR 30000,
May 23, 2008; 75 FR 39178, July 8, 2010]

§ 648.126 Protection of threatened and
endangered sea turtles.
This section supplements existing
regulations issued to regulate incidental take of sea turtles under authority of the Endangered Species Act
under 50 CFR parts 222 and 223. In addition to the measures required under
those parts, NMFS will investigate the
extent of take in flynet gear and if
deemed appropriate, may develop and
certify a Turtle Excluder Device for
that gear.
[61 FR 43426, Aug. 23, 1996, as amended at 64
FR 14077, Mar. 23, 1999]

§ 648.127 Framework adjustments to
management measures.
(a) Within season management action.
See § 648.108(a).
(1) Adjustment process. The Council
shall develop and analyze appropriate
management actions over the span of
at least two Council meetings. The
Council must provide the public with
advance notice of the availability of
the recommendation(s), appropriate
justification(s) and economic and biological analyses, and the opportunity
to comment on the proposed adjustment(s) at the first meeting and prior
to and at the second Council meeting.
The Council’s recommendations on adjustments or additions to management
measures must come from one or more
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