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(d) Responsibility for bag/possession
limits. The operator of a vessel that
fishes for or possesses spiny lobster in
or from the EEZ is responsible for the
cumulative bag or possession limit
specified in paragraphs (a) and (b) of
this section applicable to that vessel,
based on the number of persons aboard.
(e) Transfer at sea. A person who
fishes for or possesses spiny lobster in
or from the EEZ under a bag or possession limit specified in paragraph (a) or
(b) of this section may not transfer a
spiny lobster at sea from a fishing vessel to any other vessel, and no person
may receive at sea such spiny lobster.

serves: Fishing for any species and anchoring by fishing vessels.
(a) EEZ portion of Tortugas North. The
area is bounded by rhumb lines connecting the following points: From
point A at 24°40′00′ N. lat., 83°06′00′ W.
long. to point B at 24°46′00′ N. lat.,
83°06′00′ W. long. to point C at 24°46′00′
N. lat., 83°00′00′ W. long.; thence along
the line denoting the seaward limit of
Florida’s waters, as shown on the current edition of NOAA chart 11438, to
point A at 24°40′00′ N. lat., 83°06′00′ W.
long.
(b) Tortugas South. The area is bounded by rhumb lines connecting, in order,
the following points:

[60 FR 41831, Aug. 14, 1995]
Point

§ 640.24

Authorized activities.

The Assistant Administrator may authorize, for the acquisition of information and date, activities otherwise prohibited by the regulations in this part.
[57 FR 56520, Nov. 30, 1992, as amended at 60
FR 41832, Aug. 14, 1995]

§ 640.25 Adjustment
measures.

of

management

In accordance with the framework
procedure of the Fishery Management
Plan for the Spiny Lobster Fishery of
the Gulf of Mexico and South Atlantic,
the RA may establish or modify the
following items: definitions of essential
fish habitat, Essential Fish HabitatHabitat Areas of Particular Concern,
Coral-Habitat Areas of Particular Concern, biomass levels, age-structured
analyses, limits on the number of traps
fished by each vessel, construction
characteristics of traps, specification
of gear and vessel identification requirements, specification of allowable
or prohibited gear in a directed fishery,
specification of bycatch levels in nondirected fisheries, changes to soak or
removal periods and requirements for
traps, recreational bag and possession
limits, changes in fishing seasons, limitations on use, possession, and handling of undersized lobsters, and
changes in minimum size.
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Tortugas marine reserves.

The following activities are prohibited within the Tortugas marine re-
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[67 FR 47469, July 19, 2002]

§ 640.27 Spiny lobster import prohibitions.
(a) Minimum size limits for imported
spiny lobster. There are two minimum
size limits that apply to importation of
spiny lobster into the United States
-one that applies any place subject to
the jurisdiction of the United States
other than Puerto Rico or the U.S. Virgin Islands, and a more restrictive minimum size limit that applies to Puerto
Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands.
(1) No person may import a spiny lobster with less than a 5–ounce (142–
gram) tail weight into any place subject to the jurisdiction of the United
States excluding Puerto Rico and the
U.S. Virgin Islands. For the purposes of
paragraph (a) of this section, a 5–ounce
(142–gram) tail weight is defined as a
tail that weighs 4.2–5.4 ounces (119–153
grams). If the documentation accompanying an imported spiny lobster (including but not limited to product
packaging, customs entry forms, bills
of lading, brokerage forms, or commercial invoices) indicates that the product does not satisfy the minimum tailweight requirement, the person importing such spiny lobster has the burden
to prove that such spiny lobster actually does satisfy the minimum tailweight requirement or that such spiny
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lobster has a tail length of 5.5 inches
(13.97 cm) or greater or that such spiny
lobster has or had a carapace length of
greater than 3.0 inches (7.62 cm). If the
imported product itself does not satisfy
the minimum tail-weight requirement,
the person importing such spiny lobster has the burden to prove that such
spiny lobster has a tail length of 5.5
inches (13.97 cm) or greater or that
such spiny lobster has or had a carapace length of greater than 3.0 inches
(7.62 cm). If the burden is satisfied,
such spiny lobster will be considered to
be in compliance with the minimum 5–
ounce (142–gram) tail-weight requirement.
(2) See § 622.50 of this chapter regarding a more restrictive minimum size
limit that applies to spiny lobster im-

Pt. 648
ported into Puerto Rico or the U.S.
Virgin Islands.
(b) Additional spiny lobster import prohibitions—(1) Prohibition related to tail
meat. No person may import into any
place subject to the jurisdiction of the
United States spiny lobster tail meat
that is not in whole tail form with the
exoskeleton attached.
(2) Prohibitions related to egg-bearing
spiny lobster. No person may import
into any place subject to the jurisdiction of the United States spiny lobster
with eggs attached or spiny lobster
from
which
eggs
or
pleopods
(swimmerets) have been removed or
stripped. Pleopods (swimmerets) are
the first five pairs of abdominal appendages.
[74 FR 1152, Jan. 12, 2009]
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[47 FR 29203, July 2, 1982. Redesignated at 57 FR 56518, Nov. 30, 1992]

648.6 Dealer/processor permits.
648.7 Recordkeeping and reporting requirements.
648.8 Vessel identification.
648.9 VMS vendor and unit requirements.
648.10 VMS and DAS requirements for vessel owners/operators.
648.11 At-sea sea sampler/observer coverage.
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648.13 Transfers at sea.
648.14 Prohibitions.
648.15 Facilitation of enforcement.
648.16 Penalties.
648.17 Exemptions for vessels fishing in the
NAFO Regulatory Area.

PART 644 [RESERVED]
PART 648—FISHERIES OF THE
NORTHEASTERN UNITED STATES

Purpose and scope.
Definitions.
Relation to other laws.
Vessel permits.
Operator permits.
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