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and a mailing address to which the public
may write to request copies.
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(2) [Reserved]
(c) Salary increases funded in lieu of
life and medical/dental policies are not
permitted.
(d) Unused sick leave may be accumulated without limit, or up to a maximum number of days and contribution
per day, as specified by the Council in
its SOPP. Distributions of accumulated
funds for unused sick leave may be
made to the employee upon his or her
retirement, or to his or her estate upon
his or her death, as established by the
Council in its SOPP.
(e) Each Council may pay for unused
annual leave upon separation, retirement, or death of an employee.
(f) One or more accounts shall be
maintained to pay for unused sick or
annual leave as authorized under paragraphs (d) and (e) of this section, and
will be funded from the Council’s annual operating allowances. Councils
have the option to deposit funds into
these account(s) at the end of the budget period if unobligated balances remain. Interest earned on these account(s) will be maintained in the account(s), along with the principal, for
the purpose of payment of unused annual and sick leave only. These account(s), including interest, may be
carried over from year to year. Budgeting for accrued leave will be identified in the ‘‘Other’’ object class categories section of the SF–424A.
(g) A Council must notify the NOAA
Office of General Counsel before seeking outside legal advice, which may be
for technical assistance not available
from NOAA. If the Council is seeking
legal services in connection with an
employment practices question, the
Council must first notify the Department of Commerce’s Office of the Assistant General Counsel for Administration, Employment and Labor Law
Division. A Council may not contract
for the provision of legal services on a
continuing basis.

*

§ 600.117 Council coordination committee (CCC).
(a) The Councils may establish a
Council coordination committee (CCC)
consisting of the chairs, vice chairs,
and executive directors of each of the
eight Councils or other Council members or staff, in order to discuss issues
of relevance to all Councils.
(b) The CCC is not subject to the requirements of the Federal Advisory
Committee Act (5 U.S.C. App. 2). Procedures for announcing and conducting
open and closed meetings of the CCC
shall be in accordance with § 600.135.
[75 FR 59150, Sept. 27, 2010]

jdjones on DSK8KYBLC1PROD with CFR

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 75 FR 59150,
Sept. 27, 2010, § 600.117 was added, effective
October 27, 2010.

§ 600.120 Employment practices.
(a) Council staff positions must be
filled solely on the basis of merit, fitness for duty, competence, and qualifications. Employment actions must be
free from discrimination based on race,
religion, color, national origin, sex,
age, disability, reprisal, sexual orientation, status as a parent, or on any additional bases protected by applicable
Federal, state, or local law.
(b) The annual pay rates for Council
staff positions shall be consistent with
the pay rates established for General
Schedule Federal employees as set
forth in 5 U.S.C. 5332, and the Alternative Personnel Management System
for the U.S. Department of Commerce
(62 FR 67434). The Councils have the
discretion to adjust pay rates and pay
increases based on cost of living
(COLA) differentials in their geographic locations. COLA adjustments
in pay rates and pay increases may be
provided for staff members whose post
of duty is located in Alaska, Hawaii,
Guam, the U.S. Virgin Islands, the
Northern Mariana Islands, and Puerto
Rico.
(1) No pay adjustment based on geographic location shall exceed the COLA
and locality pay adjustments available
to Federal employees in the same geographic area.

[66 FR 57886, Nov. 19, 2001]

§ 600.125 Budgeting, funding, and accounting.
(a) Each Council’s grant activities
are governed by OMB Circular A-110
(Uniform Administrative Requirements
for Grants and Agreements with Institutions of Higher Education, Hospitals,
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Fishery Conservation and Management
and other Non-Profit Organizations),
OMB Circular A–122 (Cost Principles
for Non-Profit Organizations), 15 CFR
Part 29b (Audit Requirements for Institutions of Higher Education and other
Nonprofit Organizations), and the
terms and conditions of the cooperative agreement. (See 5 CFR 1310.3 for
availability of OMB Circulars.)
(b) Councils may not independently
enter
into
agreements,
including
grants, contracts, or cooperative agreements, whereby they will receive funds
for services rendered. All such agreements must be approved and entered
into by NOAA on behalf of the Councils.
(c) Councils are not authorized to accept gifts or contributions directly. All
such donations must be directed to the
NMFS Regional Administrator in accordance with applicable Department
of Commerce regulations.

cedures must be consistent with procedures of the Secretary.
(b) In the case of statistics submitted
to the Council by a state, the confidentiality laws and regulations of that
state.
§ 600.133 Scientific
and
Statistical
Committee (SSC).
(a) Each Council shall establish,
maintain, and appoint the members of
an SSC to assist it in the development,
collection, evaluation, and peer review
of such statistical, biological, economic, social, and other scientific information as is relevant to such Council’s development and amendment of
any fishery management plan.
(b) Each SSC shall provide its Council ongoing scientific advice for fishery
management decisions, including recommendations for acceptable biological catch, preventing overfishing, maximum sustainable yield, and achieving
rebuilding targets, and reports on
stock status and health, bycatch, habitat status, social and economic impacts of management measures, and
sustainability of fishing practices.
(c) Members appointed by the Councils to the SSCs shall be Federal employees, State employees, academicians, or independent experts and shall
have strong scientific or technical credentials and experience.
(d) An SSC shall hold its meetings in
conjunction with the meetings of the
Council, to the extent practicable.

[66 FR 57887, Nov. 19, 2001]
EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 75 FR 59150,
Sept. 27, 2010, § 600.125 was revising paragraph
(a), effective October 27, 2010. For the convenience of the user, the revised text is set
forth as follows:
§ 600.125 Budgeting, funding, and accounting.
(a) Council grant activities are governed
by 15 CFR part 14 (Uniform Administrative
Requirements for Grants and Agreements
with Institutions of Higher Education, Hospitals, and other Non-Profit and Commercial
Organizations), 2 CFR part 230 (Cost Principles for Non-Profit Organizations), 15 CFR
part 14 (Audit Requirements for Institutions
of Higher Education and Other Non-Profit
Organizations), and the terms and conditions
of the cooperative agreement.

*

*

*

*

[75 FR 59150, Sept. 27, 2010]
EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 75 FR 59150,
Sept. 27, 2010, § 600.133 was added, effective
October 27, 2010.

*

§ 600.134 Stipends.
Stipends are available, subject to the
availability of appropriations, to members of committees formally designated
as SSCs under Sec. 301(g)(1)(a) or APs
under Sec. 302(g)(2) of the MagnusonStevens Act who are not employed by
the Federal Government or a State marine fisheries agency. For the purposes
of this section, a state marine fisheries
agency includes any state or tribal
agency that has conservation, management, or enforcement responsibility for
any marine fishery resource.

§ 600.130 Protection of confidentiality
of statistics.
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§ 600.134

Each Council must establish appropriate procedures for ensuring the confidentiality of the statistics that may
be submitted to it by Federal or state
authorities and may be voluntarily
submitted to it by private persons, including, but not limited to (also see
§ 600.405):
(a) Procedures for the restriction of
Council member, employee, or advisory
group access and the prevention of conflicts of interest, except that such pro-

[75 FR 59150, Sept. 27, 2010]
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