§ 2635.809
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funds through the media or through either oral remarks, or the contemporaneous dispatch of like items of massproduced correspondence, if such remarks or correspondence are addressed
to a group consisting of many persons,
unless it is known to the employee
that the solicitation is targeted at subordinates or at persons who are prohibited sources within the meaning of
§ 2635.203(d). It does not include behindthe-scenes assistance in the solicitation of funds, such as drafting correspondence, stuffing envelopes, or accounting for contributions.

tially affected by performance or nonperformance of his official duties;
(2) Use or permit the use of his official title, position or any authority associated with his public office to further the fundraising effort, except that
an employee who is ordinarily addressed using a general term of address, such ‘‘The Honorable,’’ or a
rank, such as a military or ambassadorial rank, may use or permit the use
of that term of address or rank for such
purposes; or
(3) Engage in any action that would
otherwise violate this part.

Example 1: An employee of the Department
of Energy who signs a letter soliciting funds
for a local private school does not ‘‘personally solicit’’ funds when 500 copies of the letter, which makes no mention of his DOE position and title, are mailed to members of
the local community, even though some individuals who are employed by Department of
Energy contractors may receive the letter.

Example 1: A nonprofit organization is
sponsoring a golf tournament to raise funds
for underprivileged children. The Secretary
of the Navy may not enter the tournament
with the understanding that the organization intends to attract participants by offering other entrants the opportunity, in exchange for a donation in the form of an entry
fee, to spend the day playing 18 holes of golf
in a foursome with the Secretary of the
Navy.
Example 2: An employee of the Merit Systems Protection Board may not use the
agency’s photocopier to reproduce fundraising literature for her son’s private
school. Such use of the photocopier would
violate the standards at § 2635.704 regarding
use of Government property.
Example 3: An Assistant Attorney General
may not sign a letter soliciting funds for a
homeless shelter as ‘‘John Doe, Assistant Attorney General.’’ He also may not sign a letter with just his signature, ‘‘John Doe,’’ soliciting funds from a prohibited source, unless the letter is one of many identical,
mass-produced letters addressed to a large
group where the solicitation is not known to
him to be targeted at persons who are either
prohibited sources or subordinates.

(b) Fundraising in an official capacity.
An employee may participate in fundraising in an official capacity if, in accordance with a statute, Executive
order, regulation or otherwise as determined by the agency, he is authorized
to engage in the fundraising activity as
part of his official duties. When authorized to participate in an official capacity, an employee may use his official
title, position and authority.
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Example 1: Because participation in his official capacity is authorized under part 950 of
this title, the Secretary of the Army may
sign a memorandum to all Army personnel
encouraging them to donate to the Combined
Federal Campaign.

(c) Fundraising in a personal capacity.
An employee may engage in fundraising in his personal capacity provided that he does not:
(1) Personally solicit funds or other
support from a subordinate or from any
person:
(i) Known to the employee, if the employee is other than a special Government employee, to be a prohibited
source
within
the
meaning
of
§ 2635.203(d); or
(ii) Known to the employee, if the
employee is a special Government employee, to be a prohibited source within
the meaning of § 2635.203(d)(4) that is a
person whose interests may be substan-

[57 FR 35041, Aug. 7, 1992; 57 FR 48557, Oct. 27,
1992; 61 FR 50691, Sept. 27, 1996]

§ 2635.809 Just financial obligations.
Employees shall satisfy in good faith
their obligations as citizens, including
all just financial obligations, especially those such as Federal, State, or
local taxes that are imposed by law.
For purposes of this section, a just financial obligation includes any financial obligation acknowledged by the
employee or reduced to judgment by a
court. In good faith means an honest
intention to fulfill any just financial
obligation in a timely manner. In the
event of a dispute between an employee
and an alleged creditor, this section
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does not require an agency to determine the validity or amount of the disputed debt or to collect a debt on the
alleged creditor’s behalf.

Subpart I—Related Statutory
Authorities
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§ 2635.901 General.
In addition to the standards of ethical conduct set forth in subparts A
through H of this part, there are a
number of statutes that establish
standards to which an employee’s conduct must conform. The list set forth
in § 2635.902 references some of the more
significant of those statutes. It is not
comprehensive and includes only references to statutes of general applicability. While it includes references to
several of the basic conflict of interest
statutes whose standards are explained
in more detail throughout this part, it
does not include references to statutes
of more limited applicability, such as
statutes that apply only to officers and
employees of the Department of Defense.
§ 2635.902 Related statutes.
(a) The prohibition against solicitation or receipt of bribes (18 U.S.C.
201(b)).
(b) The prohibition against solicitation or receipt of illegal gratuities (18
U.S.C. 201(c)).
(c) The prohibition against seeking
or receiving compensation for certain
representational services before the
Government (18 U.S.C. 203).
(d) The prohibition against assisting
in the prosecution of claims against
the Government or acting as agent or
attorney before the Government (18
U.S.C. 205).
(e) The post-employment restrictions
applicable to former employees (18
U.S.C. 207, with implementing regulations at parts 2637 and 2641 of this chapter).
(f) The prohibition on certain former
agency officials’ acceptance of compensation from a contractor (41 U.S.C.
423(d)).
(g) The prohibition against participating in matters affecting an employee’s own financial interests or the financial interests of other specified persons or organizations (18 U.S.C. 208).

(h) The actions required of certain
agency officials when they contact, or
are contacted by, offerors or bidders regarding non-Federal employment (41
U.S.C. 423(c)).
(i) The prohibition against receiving
salary or any contribution to or supplementation of salary as compensation for Government service from a
source other than the United States (18
U.S.C. 209).
(j) The prohibition against gifts to
superiors (5 U.S.C. 7351).
(k) The prohibition against solicitation or receipt of gifts from specified
prohibited sources (5 U.S.C. 7353).
(l) The prohibition against fraudulent
access and related activity in connection with computers (18 U.S.C. 1030).
(m) The provisions governing receipt
and disposition of foreign gifts and
decorations (5 U.S.C. 7342).
(n) [Reserved]
(o) The prohibitions against certain
political activities (5 U.S.C. 7321
through 7326 and 18 U.S.C. 602, 603, 606
and 607).
(p) The prohibitions against disloyalty and striking (5 U.S.C. 7311 and
18 U.S.C. 1918).
(q) The general prohibition (18 U.S.C.
219) against acting as the agent of a
foreign principal required to register
under the Foreign Agents Registration
Act (22 U.S.C. 611 through 621).
(r) The prohibition against employment of a person convicted of participating in or promoting a riot or civil
disorder (5 U.S.C. 7313).
(s) The prohibition against employment of an individual who habitually
uses intoxicating beverages to excess (5
U.S.C. 7352).
(t) The prohibition against misuse of
a Government vehicle (31 U.S.C. 1344).
(u) The prohibition against misuse of
the franking privilege (18 U.S.C. 1719).
(v) The prohibition against fraud or
false statements in a Government matter (18 U.S.C. 1001).
(w) The prohibition against concealing, mutilating or destroying a
public record (18 U.S.C. 2071).
(x) The prohibition against counterfeiting or forging transportation requests (18 U.S.C. 508).
(y) The restrictions on disclosure of
certain sensitive Government information under the Freedom of Information
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