Nat’l Highway Traffic Safety Admin., DOT
comparing the actual CAFE value
against either the required standard
value or the minimum standard value,
whichever is larger.
(c) Transferred or traded credits may
not be used, pursuant to 49 U.S.C.
32903(g)(4) and (f)(2), to meet the domestically manufactured passenger
automobile minimum standard specified in 49 U.S.C. 32902(b)(4).
(d) If a manufacturer’s average fuel
economy level for domestically manufactured passenger automobiles is
lower than the attribute-based standard, but higher than the minimum
standard, then the manufacturer may
achieve compliance with the attributebased standard by applying credits.
(e) If a manufacturer’s average fuel
economy level for domestically manufactured passenger automobiles is
lower than the minimum standard,
then the difference between the minimum standard and the manufacturer’s
actual fuel economy level may only be
relieved by the use of credits earned by
that manufacturer within the domestic
passenger car compliance category
which have not been transferred or
traded. If the manufacturer does not
have available earned credits to offset
a credit shortage below the minimum
standard then the manufacturer can
submit a carry-back plan that indicates sufficient future credits will be
earned in its domestic passenger car
compliance category or will be subject
to penalties.
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§ 536.10 Treatment of dual-fuel and alternative fuel vehicles—consistency
with 49 CFR part 538.
(a) Statutory alternative fuel and
dual-fuel vehicle fuel economy calculations are treated as a change in the underlying fuel economy of the vehicle
for purposes of this regulation, not as a
credit that may be transferred or traded. Improvements in alternative fuel or
dual fuel vehicle fuel economy as calculated pursuant to 49 U.S.C. 32905 and
limited by 49 U.S.C. 32906 are therefore
attributable only to the particular
compliance category and model year to
which the alternative or dual-fuel vehicle belongs.
(b) If a manufacturer’s calculated
fuel economy for a particular compliance category, including any required

§ 537.1
calculations for alternative fuel and
dual fuel vehicles, is higher or lower
than the applicable fuel economy
standard, manufacturers will earn
credits or must apply credits or pay
fines equal to the difference between
the calculated fuel economy level in
that compliance category and the applicable standard. Credits earned are
the same as any other credits, and may
be held, transferred, or traded by the
manufacturer subject to the limitations of the statute and this regulation.
(c) If a manufacturer builds enough
alternative fuel or dual fuel vehicles to
improve the calculated fuel economy in
a particular compliance category by
more than the limits set forth in 49
U.S.C. 32906(a), the improvement in
fuel economy for compliance purposes
is restricted to the statutory limit.
Manufacturers may not earn credits
nor reduce the application of credits or
fines for calculated improvements in
fuel economy based on alternative or
dual fuel vehicles beyond the statutory
limit.

PART 537—AUTOMOTIVE FUEL
ECONOMY REPORTS
Sec.
537.1 Scope.
537.2 Purpose.
537.3 Applicability.
537.4 Definitions.
537.5 General requirements for reports.
537.6 General content of reports.
537.7 Pre-model year and mid-model year
reports.
537.8 Supplementary reports.
537.9 Determination of fuel economy values
and average fuel economy.
537.10 Incorporation by reference.
537.11 Public inspection of information.
537.12 Confidential information.
AUTHORITY: 49 U.S.C. 32907, delegation of
authority at 49 CFR 1.50.
SOURCE: 47 FR 34986, Aug. 12, 1982, unless
otherwise noted.

§ 537.1

Scope.

This part establishes requirements
for automobile manufacturers to submit reports to the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration regarding their efforts to improve automotive
fuel economy.
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