§ 383.133

49 CFR Ch. III (10–1–10 Edition)

(6) List of the skills to be tested;
(7) Instructions on where and how the
skills will be tested;
(8) How performance of the skills will
be scored; and
(9) Causes for automatic failure of
skills tests.
[53 FR 27657, July 21, 1988, as amended at 53
FR 39051, Oct. 4, 1988]
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§ 383.133 Testing methods.
(a) All tests shall be constructed in
such a way as to determine if the applicant possesses the required knowledge
and skills contained in subpart G of
this part for the type of motor vehicle
or endorsement the applicant wishes to
obtain.
(b) States shall develop their own
specifications for the tests for each vehicle group and endorsement which
must be at least as stringent as the
Federal standards.
(c) States shall determine specific
methods for scoring the knowledge and
skills tests.
(d) Passing scores must meet those
standards contained in § 383.135.
(e) Knowledge and skills tests shall
be based solely on the information contained in the driver manuals referred
to in § 383.131(a).
(f) Each knowledge test shall be valid
and reliable so as to assure that driver
applicants possess the knowledge required under § 383.111.
(g) Each basic knowledge test, i.e.,
the test covering the areas referred to
in § 383.111 for the applicable vehicle
group, shall contain at least 30 items,
exclusive of the number of items testing air brake knowledge. Each endorsement knowledge test, and the air brake
component of the basic knowledge test
as described in § 383.111(g), shall contain a number of questions that is sufficient to test the driver applicant’s
knowledge of the required subject matter with validity and reliability.
(h) The skills tests shall have administrative
procedures,
designed
to
achieve interexaminer reliability, that
are sufficient to ensure fairness of pass/
fail rates.
§ 383.135 Minimum passing scores.
(a) The driver applicant must correctly answer at least 80 percent of the
questions on each knowledge test in

order to achieve a passing score on
such knowledge test.
(b) To achieve a passing score on the
skills test, the driver applicant must
demonstrate that he/she can successfully perform all of the skills listed in
§ 383.113.
(c) If the driver applicant does not
obey traffic laws, or causes an accident
during the test, he/she shall automatically fail the test.
(d) The scoring of the basic knowledge and skills tests shall be adjusted
as follows to allow for the air brake restriction (§ 383.95):
(1) If the applicant scores less than 80
percent on the air brake component of
the basic knowledge test as described
in § 383.111(g), the driver will have
failed the air brake component and, if
the driver is issued a CDL, an air brake
restriction shall be indicated on the license; and
(2) If the applicant performs the
skills test in a vehicle not equipped
with air brakes, the driver will have
omitted the air brake component as described in § 383.113(c) and, if the driver
is issued a CDL, the air brake restriction shall be indicated on the license.

Subpart I—Requirement for Transportation Security Administration approval of hazardous
materials
endorsement
issuances
§ 383.141

General.

(a) Applicability date. Beginning on
the date(s) listed in 49 CFR 1572.13(b),
this section applies to State agencies
responsible for issuing hazardous materials endorsements for a CDL, and applicants for such endorsements.
(b) Prohibition. A State may not
issue, renew, upgrade, or transfer a
hazardous materials endorsement for a
CDL to any individual authorizing that
individual to operate a commercial
motor vehicle transporting a hazardous
material in commerce unless the
Transportation Security Administration has determined that the individual
does not pose a security risk warranting denial of the endorsement.
(c) Individual notification. At least 60
days prior to the expiration date of the
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