§ 375.507

49 CFR Ch. III (10–1–10 Edition)

(d) You must retain bills of lading for
each move you perform for at least one
year from the date you created the bill
of lading.
(e) You have the option of placing the
valuation statement on either the
order for service or the bill of lading,
provided the order for service or bill of
lading states the appropriate valuation
selected by the shipper.
[68 FR 35091, June 11, 2003, as amended at 69
FR 10576, Mar. 5, 2004; 72 FR 36774, July 5,
2007]

WEIGHING THE SHIPMENT
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§ 375.507 Must I determine the weight
of a shipment?
(a) When you transport household
goods on a non-binding estimate dependent upon the shipment weight, you
must determine the weight of each
shipment transported before the assessment of any charges.
(b) You must weigh the shipment
upon a certified scale.
(c) You must provide a written explanation of volume to weight conversions, when you provide an estimate by
volume and convert the volume to
weight.
§ 375.509 How must I determine the
weight of a shipment?
(a) You must weigh the shipment by
using one of the following two methods:
(1) First method—origin weigh. You determine the difference between the
tare weight of the vehicle before loading at the origin of the shipment and
the gross weight of the same vehicle
after loading the shipment.
(2) Second method—back weigh. You
determine the difference between the
gross weight of the vehicle with the
shipment loaded and the tare weight of
the same vehicle after you unload the
shipment.
(b) The following three conditions
must exist for both the tare and gross
weighings:
(1) The vehicle must have installed or
loaded all pads, dollies, hand trucks,
ramps, and other equipment required
in the transportation of the shipment.
(2) The driver and other persons must
be off the vehicle at the time of either
weighing.

(3) The fuel tanks on the vehicle
must be full at the time of each weighing, or, in the alternative, when you
use the first method—origin weigh, in
paragraph (a)(1) of this section, where
the tare weighing is the first weighing
performed, you must refrain from adding fuel between the two weighings.
(c) You may detach the trailer of a
tractor-trailer vehicle combination
from the tractor and have the trailer
weighed separately at each weighing
provided the length of the scale platform is adequate to accommodate and
support the entire trailer at one time.
(d) You must use the net weight of
shipments transported in containers.
You must calculate the difference between the tare weight of the container
(including all pads, blocking and bracing used in the transportation of the
shipment) and the gross weight of the
container with the shipment loaded in
the container.
§ 375.511 May I use an alternative
method for shipments weighing
3,000 pounds or less?
For shipments weighing 3,000 pounds
or less (1,362 kilograms or less), you
may weigh the shipment upon a platform or warehouse certified scale before loading for transportation or after
unloading.
§ 375.513 Must I give the individual
shipper an opportunity to observe
the weighing?
You must give the individual shipper
or any other person responsible for the
payment of the freight charges the
right to observe all weighings of the
shipment. You must advise the individual shipper, or any other person entitled to observe the weighings, where
and when each weighing will occur.
You must give the person who will observe the weighings a reasonable opportunity to be present to observe the
weighings.
§ 375.515 May an individual shipper
waive his/her right to observe each
weighing?
(a) If an individual shipper elects not
to observe a weighing, the shipper is
presumed to have waived that right.
(b) If an individual shipper elects not
to observe a reweighing, the shipper
must waive that right in writing. The
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