1631.205–71
1631.205–71

48 CFR Ch. 16 (10–1–09 Edition)
FEHBP bad debts.

Erroneous benefit payments are not
automatically disallowed by FAR
31.205–3.
1631.205–72 FEHBP compensation for
personal services.
(a) Overtime on an FEHBP contract
would normally meet the condition
specified in FAR 22.103. Premiums for
overtime, extra-pay shifts, and multishifts meeting the specified conditions
shall be allowed without prior approval.
(b)(1) The costs of compensated personal absence shall be assigned to the
cost accounting period or periods in
which entitlement was earned. Entitlement means an employee’s right,
whether conditional or unconditional,
to receive a determinable amount of
compensated personal absence, or pay
in lieu thereof.
(2) If at the beginning of the 1st year
a carrier subject to paragraph (b)(1) of
this section has a liability for accrued
but unpaid expenses for compensated
personal absences that would otherwise
be allocable to FEHB contracts, the
carrier may include such costs in a suspense account. The suspense account
may be amortized and included in government contract costs at a rate not
exceeding 20 percent per year.
[52 FR 16041, May 1, 1987, as amended at 70
FR 31391, June 1, 2005]
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1631.205–73

FEHBP interest expense.

(a) Interest charges incurred in the
administration of FEHBP contracts are
not allowable in accordance with FAR
31.205–20. However, interest charges
that are associated with the carrier’s
investment of FEHBP account funds
are not considered administrative costs
and may be allowable under very limited circumstances if all of the following criteria are met:
(1) Borrowing is limited to the positive balance of the carrier’s entire
FEHBP investment portfolio;
(2) FEHBP funds are tied up in longterm securities;
(3) Liquidation of long-term securities would cost more than the cost of
the interest;
(4) The interest rates charged are at
or below current market rates; and

(5) Advance written approval of the
contracting officer is obtained before
such costs are incurred.
(b) The carrier must demonstrate on
a case-by-case basis that borrowing
rather than cashing in long-term investments shall actually result in cost
savings to the FEHB Program. Satisfactory demonstration of cost savings
is a prerequisite to contracting officer
approval of the interest cost as a
charge to the contract.
(c) If the interest charge is allowed,
the risk factor in the service charge
will be adjusted downward so that the
carrier does not recover interest costs
through both the service charge and an
allowance under this paragraph.
1631.205–74 FEHBP
contracts.

losses

on

FAR 31.205–23 shall not be construed
to prohibit the application of the normal ‘‘loss carry forward’’ principle that
is fundamental to continuing insurance
contracts that are based on experience
rating.
1631.205–75

Selling costs.

(a) FAR 31.205–38 is modified to eliminate from allowable costs those costs
related to sales promotion and the payment of sales commissions fees or salaries to employees or outside commercial or selling agencies for enrolling
Federal subscribers in a particular
FEHB plan.
(b) Selling costs are allowable costs
to FEHBP contracts to the extent that
they are necessary for conducting annual contract negotiations with the
Government and for liaison activities
necessary for ongoing contract administration. Personnel and related travel
costs are allowable for attendance at
Open Season Health fairs and other
similar activities at which carriers
give enrollees information about their
choices among health plans (but see
FAR 31.205–1 ‘Public relations and advertising costs’, and The Federal Employees Health Benefits Handbook for
Personnel and Payroll Offices, Subchapter S2–3(f) ‘Controlling contacts
between employees and carriers’).
[52 FR 16041, May 1, 1987, as amended at 62
FR 47575, Sept. 10, 1997]
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