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(e) You must share each channel with 
other users. 

(f) The FCC will not assign any chan-
nel for the private or exclusive use of 
any particular CB station or group of 
stations. 

(g) The FCC will not assign any chan-
nel for the private of exclusive use of 
CB stations transmitting single side-
band or AM. 

§ 95.408 (CB Rule 8) How high may I 
put my antenna? 

(a) Antenna means the radiating sys-
tem (for transmitting, receiving or 
both) and the structure holding it up 
(tower, pole or mast). It also means ev-
erything else attached to the radiating 
system and the structure. 

(b) If your antenna is mounted on a 
hand-held portable unit, none of the 
following limitations apply. 

(c) If your antenna is installed at a 
fixed location, it (whether receiving, 
transmitting or both) must comply 
with either one of the following: 

(1) The highest point must not be 
more than 6.10 meters (20 feet) higher 
than the highest point of the building 
or tree on which it is mounted; or 

(2) The highest point must not be 
more than 18.3 meters (60 feet) above 
the ground. 

(d) If your CB station is located near 
an airport, and if you antenna struc-
ture is more than 6.1 meters (20 feet) 
high, you may have to obey additional 
restrictions. The highest point of your 
antenna must not exceed one meter 
above the airport elevation for every 
hundred meters of distance from the 
nearest point of the nearest airport 
runway. Differences in ground ele-
vation between your antenna and the 
airport runway may complicate this 
formula. If your CB station is near an 
airport, you may contact the nearest 
FCC field office for a worksheet to help 
you figure the maximum allowable 
height of your antenna. Consult part 17 
of the FCC’s Rules for more informa-
tion. 

WARNING: Installation and removal of CB 
station antennas near powerlines is dan-
gerous. For your safety, follow the installa-
tion directions included with your antenna. 

[48 FR 24894, June 3, 1983, as amended at 48 
FR 41416, Sept. 15, 1983] 

§ 95.409 (CB Rule 9) What equipment 
may I use at my CB station? 

(a) You must use an FCC certificated 
CB transmitter at your CB station. 
You can identify an FCC certificated 
transmitter by the certification label 
placed on it by the manufacturer. You 
may examine a list of certificated 
equipment at any FCC Field Office or 
at FCC Headquarters. Use of a trans-
mitter which is not FCC certificated 
voids your authority to operate the 
station. 

(b) You must not make, or have 
made, any internal modification to a 
certificated CB transmitter. (See CB 
Rule 25, § 95.425). Any internal modi-
fication to a certificated CB trans-
mitter cancels the certification, and 
use of such a transmitter voids your 
authority to operate the station. 

[48 FR 24894, June 3, 1983, as amended at 63 
FR 36610, July 7, 1998] 

§ 95.410 (CB Rule 10) How much power 
may I use? 

(a) Your CB station transmitter 
power output must not exceed the fol-
lowing values under any conditions: 

AM (A3)—4 watts (carrier power) SSB—12 
watts (peak envelope power) 

(b) If you need more information 
about the power rule, see the technical 
rules in subpart E of part 95. 

(c) Use of a transmitter which has 
carrier or peak envelope power in ex-
cess of that authorized voids your au-
thority to operate the station. 

§ 95.411 (CB Rule 11) May I use power 
amplifiers? 

(a) You may not attach the following 
items (power amplifiers) to your cer-
tificated CB transmitter in any way: 

(1) External radio frequency (RF) 
power amplifiers (sometimes called 
linears or linear amplifiers); or 

(2) Any other devices which, when 
used with a radio transmitter as a sig-
nal source, are capable of amplifying 
the signal. 

(b) There are no exceptions to this 
rule and use of a power amplifier voids 
your authority to operate the station. 

(c) The FCC will presume you have 
used a linear or other external RF 
power amplifier if— 
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(1) It is in your possession or on your 
premises; and 

(2) There is other evidence that you 
have operated your CB station with 
more power than allowed by CB Rule 
10, § 95.410. 

(d) Paragraph (c) of this section does 
not apply if you hold a license in an-
other radio service which allows you to 
operate an external RF power ampli-
fier. 

[48 FR 24894, June 3, 1983, as amended at 63 
FR 36610, July 7, 1998] 

§ 95.412 (CB Rule 12) What commu-
nications may be transmitted? 

(a) You may use your CB station to 
transmit two-way plain language com-
munications. Two-way plain language 
communications are communications 
without codes or coded messages. Oper-
ating signals such as ‘‘ten codes’’ are 
not considered codes or coded mes-
sages. You may transmit two-way 
plain language communications only 
to other CB stations, to units of your 
own CB station or to authorized gov-
ernment stations on CB frequencies 
about— 

(1) Your personal or business activi-
ties or those of members of your imme-
diate family living in your household; 

(2) Emergencies (see CB Rule 18, 
§ 95.418); 

(3) Traveler assistance (see CB Rule 
18, § 95.418); or 

(4) Civil defense activities in connec-
tion with official tests or drills con-
ducted by, or actual emergencies an-
nounced by, the civil defense agency 
with authority over the area in which 
your station is located. 

(b) You may use your CB station to 
transmit a tone signal only when the 
signal is used to make contact or to 
continue communications. (Examples 
of circuits using these signals are tone 
operated squelch and selective calling 
circuits.) If the signal is an audible 
tone, it must last no longer than 15 
seconds at one time. If the signal is a 
subaudible tone, it may be transmitted 
continuously only as long as you are 
talking. 

(c) You may use your CB station to 
transmit one-way communications 
(messages which are not intended to es-
tablish communications between two 
or more particular CB stations) only 

for emergency communications, trav-
eler assistance, brief tests (radio 
checks) or voice paging. 

§ 95.413 (CB Rule 13) What commu-
nications are prohibited? 

(a) You must not use a CB station— 
(1) In connection with any activity 

which is against federal, state or local 
law; 

(2) To transmit obscence, indecent or 
profane words, language or meaning; 

(3) To interfere intentionally with 
the communications of another CB sta-
tion; 

(4) To transmit one-way communica-
tions, except for emergency commu-
nications, traveler assistance, brief 
tests (radio checks), or voice paging; 

(5) To advertise or solicit the sale of 
any goods or services; 

(6) To transmit music, whistling, 
sound effects or any material to amuse 
or entertain; 

(7) To transmit any sound effect sole-
ly to attract attention; 

(8) To transmit the word ‘‘MAYDAY’’ 
or any other international distress sig-
nal, except when your station is lo-
cated in a ship, aircraft or other vehi-
cle which is threatened by grave and 
imminent danger and your are request-
ing immediate assistance; 

(9) To communicate with, or attempt 
to communicate with, any CB station 
more than 250 kilometers (155.3 miles) 
away; 

(10) To advertise a political candidate 
or political campaign; (you may use 
your CB radio for the business or orga-
nizational aspects of a campaign, if you 
follow all other applicable rules); 

(11) To communicate with stations in 
other countries, except General Radio 
Service stations in Canada; or 

(12) To transmit a false or deceptive 
communication. 

(b) You must not use a CB station to 
transmit communications for live or 
delayed rebroadcast on a radio or tele-
vision broadcast station. You may use 
your CB station to gather news items 
or to prepare programs. 

§ 95.414 (CB Rule 14) May I be paid to 
use my CB station? 

(a) You may not accept direct or in-
direct payment for transmitting with a 
CB station. 
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