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§25.271

may impose restrictions on SDARS li-
censees, including specifying the trans-
mitter power, antenna height, or area
or hours of operation of the stations.

[75 FR 45069, Aug. 2, 2010]
Subpart D—Technical Operations

SOURCE: 58 FR 13421, Mar. 11, 1993, unless
otherwise noted.

§25.271 Control of transmitting sta-
tions.

(a) The licensee of a facility licensed
under this part is responsible for the
proper operation and maintenance of
the station.

(b) The licensee of a transmitting
earth station licensed under this part
shall ensure that a trained operator is
present on the earth station site, or at
a designated remote control point for
the earth station, at all times that
transmissions are being conducted. No
operator’s license is required for a per-
son to operate or perform maintenance
on facilities authorized under this part.

(c) Authority will be granted to oper-
ate a transmitting earth station by re-
mote control only on the conditions
that:

(1) The parameters of the trans-
missions of the remote station mon-
itored at the control point, and the
operational functions of the remote
earth stations that can be controlled
by the operator at the control point,
are sufficient to insure that the oper-
ations of the remote station(s) are at
times in full compliance with the re-
mote station authorization(s);

(2) The earth station facilities are
protected by appropriate security
measures to prevent unauthorized
entry or operations;

(3) Upon detection by the license, or
upon notification from the Commission
of a deviation or upon notification by
another licensee of harmful inter-
ference, the operation of the remote
station shall be immediately suspended
by the operator at the control point
until the deviation or interference is
corrected, except that transmissions
concerning the immediate safety of life
or property may be conducted for the
duration of the emergency; and
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(4) The licensee shall have available
at all times the technical personnel
necessary to perform expeditiously the
technical servicing and maintenance of
the remote stations.

(5) International VSAT system opera-
tors are required to maintain a control
point within the United States, or to
maintain a point of contact within the
United States available 24 hours a day,
7 days a week, with the ability to shut
off any earth station within the VSAT
network immediately upon notifica-
tion of harmful interference.

(d) The licensee shall insure that the
licensed facilities are properly secured
against unauthorized access or use
whenever an operator is not present at
the transmitter.

(e) The licensee of an NGSO FSS sys-
tem operating in the 10.7-14.5 GHz
bands shall maintain an electronic web
site bulletin board to list the satellite
ephemeris data, for each satellite in
the constellation, using the North
American Aerospace Defense Command
(NORAD) two-line orbital element for-
mat. The orbital elements shall be up-
dated at least once every three days.

[68 FR 13421, Mar. 11, 1993, as amended at 66
FR 10631, Feb. 16, 2001; 70 FR 4787, Jan. 31,
2005; 70 FR 32257, June 2, 2005; 74 FR 47107,
Sept. 15, 2009]

§25.272 General inter-system coordi-
nation procedures.

(a) Each space station licensee in the
Fixed-Satellite Service shall establish
a satellite network control center
which will have the responsibility to
monitor space-to-Earth transmissions
in its system. This would indirectly
monitor uplink earth station trans-
missions in its system and to coordi-
nate transmissions in its satellite sys-
tem with those of other systems to pre-
vent harmful interference incidents or,
in the event of a harmful interference
incident, to identify the source of the
interference and correct the problem
promptly.

(b) Each space station licensee shall
maintain on file with the Commission
and with its Columbia Operations Cen-
ter in Columbia, Maryland, a current
listing of the names, titles, addresses
and telephone numbers of the points of
contact for resolution of interference
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problems. Contact personnel should in-
clude those responsible for resolution
of short term, immediate interference
problems at the system control center,
and those responsible for long term en-
gineering and technical design issues.

(c) The transmitting earth station li-
censee shall provide the operator(s) of
the satellites, on which the licensee is
authorized to transmit, contact tele-
phone numbers for the control center
of the earth station and emergency
telephone numbers for key personnel; a
current file of these contacts shall be
maintained at each satellite system
control center.

(d) An earth station licensee shall en-
sure that each of its authorized earth
stations complies with the following:

(1) The earth station licensee shall
ensure that there is continuously
available means of communications be-
tween the satellite network control
center and the earth station operator
or its remote control point as des-
ignated by the licensee.

(2) The earth station operator shall
notify the satellite network control
center and receive permission from the
control center before transmitting to
the satellite or changing the basic
characteristics of a transmission.

(3) The earth station operator shall
keep the space station licensee in-
formed of all actual and planned usage.

(4) Upon approval of the satellite net-
work control center, the earth station
operator may radiate an RF carrier
into the designated transponder.
Should improper illumination of the
transponder or undue adjacent trans-
ponder interference be observed by the
satellite network control center, the
earth station operator shall imme-
diately take whatever measures are
needed to eliminate the problem.

(5) The space station licensee may
delegate the responsibility and duties
of the satellite network control center
to a technically qualified user or group
of users, but the space station licensee
shall remain ultimately responsible for
the performance of those duties.

[68 FR 13421, Mar. 11, 1993, as amended at 62
FR 5931, Feb. 10, 1997]
§25.273 Duties regarding space com-
munications transmissions.
(a) No person shall:

§25.274

(1) Transmit to a satellite unless the
specific transmission is first authorized
by the satellite network control cen-
ter;

(2) Conduct transmissions over a
transponder unless the operator is au-
thorized by the satellite licensee or the
satellite licensee’s successor in inter-
est to transmit at that time; or

(3) Transmit in any manner that
causes unacceptable interference to the
authorized transmission of another li-
censee.

(b) Satellite operators shall provide
upon request by the Commission and
by earth station licensees authorized
to transmit on their satellites relevant
information needed to avoid unaccept-
able interference to other users, includ-
ing the polarization angles for proper
illumination of a given transponder.

(c) Space station licensees are re-
sponsible for maintaining complete and
accurate technical details of current
and planned transmissions over their
satellites, and shall require that au-
thorized users of transponders on their
satellites, whether by tariff or con-
tract, provide any necessary technical
information in this regard including
that required by §25.272. Based on this
information, space station licensees
shall exchange among themselves gen-
eral technical information concerning
current and planned transmission pa-
rameters as needed to identify and
promptly resolve any potential cases of
unacceptable interference between
their satellite systems.

(d) Space stations authorized after
May 10, 1993 which do not satisfy the
requirements of §25.210 may be re-
quired to accept greater constraints in
resolving interference problems than
complying ones. The extent of these
constraints shall be determined on a
case-by-case basis.

§25.274 Procedures to be followed in
the event of harmful interference.

(a) The earth station operator whose
transmission is suffering harmful in-
terference shall first check the earth
station equipment to ensure that the
equipment is functioning properly.

(b) The earth station operator shall
then check all other earth stations in
the licensee’s network that could be
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