Federal Communications Commission

§ 22.507

sharing arrangements established with
the exclusive licensees and other nonexclusive licensees that were in effect
prior to February 19, 1997. MEA, EA,
and nationwide geographic area licensees have the right to share with nonexclusive licensees on the thirty-five
exclusive 929 MHz channels on a noninterfering basis.
(j) Site location restriction. The transmitting antenna of each facility constructed and operated pursuant to a
paging geographic area authorization
must be located within the paging geographic area specified in the authorization.
(k) Coverage requirements. Failure by
an MEA or EA licensee to meet either
the coverage requirements in paragraphs (k)(1) and (k)(2) of this section,
or alternatively, the substantial service requirement in paragraph (k)(3) of
this section, will result in automatic
termination of authorizations for those
facilities that were not authorized,
constructed, and operating at the time
the geographic area authorization was
granted. MEA and EA licensees have
the burden of showing when their facilities were authorized, constructed,
and operating, and should retain necessary records of these sites until coverage requirements are fulfilled. For
the purpose of this paragraph, to
‘‘cover’’ area means to include geographic area within the composite of
the service contour(s) determined by
the methods of §§ 22.537 or 22.567 as appropriate for the particular channel involved. Licensees may determine the
population of geographic areas included within their service contours
using either the 1990 census or the 2000
census, but not both.
(1) No later than three years after
the initial grant of an MEA or EA geographic area authorization, the licensee must construct or otherwise acquire and operate sufficient facilities
to cover one third of the population in
the paging geographic area. The licensee must notify the FCC at the end
of the three-year period pursuant to
§ 1.946 of this chapter, either that it has
satisfied this requirement or that it
plans to satisfy the alternative requirement to provide substantial service in
accordance with paragraph (k)(3) of
this section.

(2) No later than five years after the
initial grant of an MEA or EA geographic area authorization, the licensee must construct or otherwise acquire and operate sufficient facilities
to cover two thirds of the population in
the paging geographic area. The licensee must notify the FCC at the end
of the five year period pursuant to
§ 1.946 of this chapter, either that it has
satisfied this requirement or that it
has satisfied the alternative requirement to provide substantial service in
accordance with paragraph (k)(3) of
this section.
(3) As an alternative to the coverage
requirements of paragraphs (k)(1) and
(k)(2) of this section, the paging geographic area licensee may demonstrate
that, no later than five years after the
initial grant of its paging geographic
area authorization, it provides substantial service to the paging geographic
area. ‘‘Substantial service’’ means
service that is sound, favorable, and
substantially above a level of mediocre
service that would barely warrant renewal.
[62 FR 11633, Mar. 12, 1997, as amended at 63
FR 68945, Dec. 14, 1998; 64 FR 33782, June 24,
1999]

§ 22.507 Number of transmitters per
station.
This section concerns the number of
transmitters licensed under each station authorization in the Paging and
Radiotelephone Service, other than
paging geographic area authorizations.
(a) Operationally related transmitters.
Each station must have at least one
transmitter. There is no limit to the
number of transmitters that a station
may comprise. However, transmitters
within a station should be operationally related and/or should serve the
same general geographical area. Operationally related transmitters are
those that operate together as a system (e.g., trunked systems, simulcast
systems), rather than independently.
(b) Split of large systems. The FCC may
split wide-area systems into two or
more stations for administrative convenience. Except for nationwide paging
and other operationally related transmitters, transmitters that are widely
separated geographically are not licensed under a single authorization.
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(c) Consolidation of separate stations.
The FCC may consolidate site-specific
contiguous authorizations upon request (FCC Form 601) of the licensee, if
appropriate under paragraph (a) of this
section. Paging licensees may include
remote, stand-alone transmitters under
the single system-wide authorization,
if the remote, stand-alone transmitter
is linked to the system via a control/repeater facility or by satellite. Including a remote, stand-alone transmitter
in a system-wide authorization does
not alter the limitations provided
under § 22.503(f) on entities other than
the paging geographic area licensee. In
the alternative, paging licensees may
maintain separate site-specific authorizations for stand-alone or remote
transmitters. The earliest expiration
date of the authorizations that make
up the single system-wide authorization will determine the expiration date
for the system-wide authorization. Licensees must file timely renewal applications for site-specific authorizations
included in a single system-wide authorization request until the request is
approved. Renewal of the system-wide
authorization will be subject to § 1.949
of this chapter.
(d) Replacement of site-by-site authorizations with single authorization. After
a paging geographic area authorization
for a channel has been issued, the FCC
may, on its own motion, replace the
authorization(s) of any other licensee
(for facilities located within that paging geographic area on that channel)
with a single replacement authorization.

seek authorization to operate facilities
on the same channel in the same area,
or the technical proposals are otherwise in conflict. See § 22.567.
(b) A modification application in either service filed on the earliest filing
date may cause all later-filed mutually
exclusive applications of any type in
either service to be ‘‘cut off’’ (excluded
from a same-day filing group) and dismissed, pursuant to § 22.131(c)(3)(ii) and
§ 22.131(c)(4).
[59 FR 59956, Nov. 21, 1994; as amended at 61
FR 54099, Oct. 17, 1996; 64 FR 33784, June 24,
1999]

§ 22.511 Construction period for the
Paging and Radiotelephone Service.
The construction period for stations
in the Paging and Radiotelephone
Service is one year.
§ 22.513 Partitioning
and
disaggregation.
MEA and EA licensees may apply to
partition their authorized geographic
service area or disaggregate their authorized spectrum at any time following grant of their geographic area
authorizations. Nationwide geographic
area licensees may apply to partition
their authorized geographic service
area or disaggregate their authorized
spectrum at any time as of August 23,
1999.
(a) Application required. Parties seeking approval for partitioning and/or
disaggregation shall apply for partial
assignment of a license pursuant to
§ 1.948 of this chapter.
(b) Partitioning. In the case of partitioning, requests for authorization for
partial assignment of a license must
include, as attachments, a description
of the partitioned service area and a
calculation of the population of the
partitioned service area and the authorized geographic service area. The
partitioned service area shall be defined by 120 sets of geographic coordinates at points at every 3 degrees azimuth from a point within the partitioned service area along the partitioned service area boundary unless either an FCC-recognized service area is
used (e.g., MEA or EA) or county lines
are followed. The geographical coordinates must be specified in degrees,
minutes, and seconds to the nearest

[62 FR 11634, Mar. 12, 1997, as amended at 63
FR 68945, Dec. 14, 1998; 64 FR 33784, June 24,
1999]

§ 22.509 Procedures for mutually exclusive applications in the Paging
and Radiotelephone Service.
Mutually exclusive applications in
the Paging and Radiotelephone Service, including those that are mutually
exclusive with applications in the
Rural Radiotelephone Service, are
processed in accordance with § 22.131
and with this section.
(a) Applications in the Paging and
Radiotelephone Service may be mutually exclusive with applications in the
Rural Radiotelephone Service if they
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