Department of Health and Human Services
event it includes the next following
business day. When the period of time
prescribed or allowed is less than 7
days, intermediate Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays shall be excluded from the computation.
§ 81.42 Extension of time or postponement.
Requests for extension of time should
be served on all parties and should set
forth the reasons for the application.
Applications may be granted upon a
showing of good cause by the applicant.
From the designation of a presiding officer until the issuance of his decision
such requests should be addressed to
him. Answers to such requests are permitted, if made promptly.
§ 81.43 Reduction of time to file documents.
For good cause, the reviewing authority or the presiding officer, with
respect to matters pending before
them, may reduce any time limit prescribed by the rules in this part, except
as provided by law or in Part 80 of this
title.

Subpart F—Proceedings Prior to
Hearing
§ 81.51 Notice of hearing or opportunity for hearing.
Proceedings are commenced by mailing a notice of hearing or opportunity
for hearing to an affected applicant or
recipient, pursuant to § 80.9 of this
title.
§ 81.52 Answer to notice.
The respondent, applicant or recipient may file an answer to the notice
within 20 days after service thereof.
Answers shall admit or deny specifically and in detail each allegation of
the notice, unless the respondent party
is without knowledge, in which case his
answer should so state, and the statement will be deemed a denial. Allegations of fact in the notice not denied or
controverted by answer shall be
deemed admitted. Matters alleged as
affirmative defenses shall be separately
stated and numbered. Failure of the respondent to file an answer within the
20-day period following service of the
notice may be deemed an admission of

§ 81.56

all matters of fact recited in the notice.
§ 81.53 Amendment of notice or answer.
The General Counsel may amend the
notice of hearing or opportunity for
hearing once as a matter of course before an answer thereto is served, and
each respondent may amend his answer
once as a matter of course not later
than 10 days before the date fixed for
hearing but in no event later than 20
days from the date of service of his
original answer. Otherwise a notice or
answer may be amended only by leave
of the presiding officer. A respondent
shall file his answer to an amended notice within the time remaining for filing the answer to the original notice or
within 10 days after service of the
amended notice, whichever period may
be the longer, unless the presiding officer otherwise orders.
§ 81.54 Request for hearing.
Within 20 days after service of a notice of opportunity for hearing which
does not fix a date for hearing the respondent, either in his answer or in a
separate document, may request a
hearing. Failure of the respondent to
request a hearing shall be deemed a
waiver of the right to a hearing and to
constitute his consent to the making of
a decision on the basis of such information as is available.
§ 81.55 Consolidation.
The responsible Department official
may provide for proceedings in the Department to be joined or consolidated
for hearing with proceedings in other
Federal departments or agencies, by
agreement with such other departments or agencies. All parties to any
proceeding consolidated subsequently
to service of the notice of hearing or
opportunity for hearing shall be
promptly served with notice of such
consolidation.
§ 81.56 Motions.
Motions and petitions shall state the
relief sought, the authority relied
upon, and the facts alleged. If made before or after the hearing, these matters
shall be in writing. If made at the hearing, they may be stated orally; but the
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