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and physical characteristics of the
property;
(2) Past owners, occupants, or operators of the subject property; or
(3) Employees of current and past occupants of the subject property.
(d) In the case of inquiries conducted
at ‘‘abandoned properties,’’ as defined
in § 312.10, where there is evidence of
potential unauthorized uses of the subject property or evidence of uncontrolled access to the subject property,
the environmental professional’s inquiry must include interviewing one or
more (as necessary) owners or occupants of neighboring or nearby properties from which it appears possible to
have observed uses of, or releases at,
such abandoned properties for the purpose of gathering information necessary to achieve the objectives and
performance factors of § 312.20(e) and
(f).
§ 312.24 Reviews of historical sources
of information.
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(a) Historical documents and records
must be reviewed for the purposes of
achieving the objectives and performance factors of § 312.20(e) and (f). Historical documents and records may include, but are not limited to, aerial
photographs, fire insurance maps,
building department records, chain of
title documents, and land use records.
(b) Historical documents and records
reviewed must cover a period of time as
far back in the history of the subject
property as it can be shown that the
property contained structures or from
the time the property was first used for
residential, agricultural, commercial,
industrial, or governmental purposes.
For the purpose of achieving the objectives and performance factors of
§ 312.20(e) and (f), the environmental
professional may exercise professional
judgment in context of the facts available at the time of the inquiry as to
how far back in time it is necessary to
search historical records.
§ 312.25 Searches for recorded environmental cleanup liens.
(a) All appropriate inquiries must include a search for the existence of environmental cleanup liens against the
subject property that are filed or re-

corded under federal, tribal, state, or
local law.
(b) All information collected regarding the existence of such environmental cleanup liens associated with
the subject property by persons to
whom this part is applicable per
§ 312.1(b) and not by an environmental
professional, may be provided to the
environmental professional or retained
by the applicable party.
§ 312.26 Reviews
Tribal,
and
records.

of Federal, State,
local
government

(a) Federal, tribal, state, and local
government records or data bases of
government records of the subject
property and adjoining properties must
be reviewed for the purposes of achieving the objectives and performance factors of § 312.20(e) and (f).
(b) With regard to the subject property, the review of federal, tribal, and
state government records or data bases
of such government records and local
government records and data bases of
such records should include:
(1) Records of reported releases or
threatened releases, including site investigation reports for the subject
property;
(2) Records of activities, conditions,
or incidents likely to cause or contribute to releases or threatened releases as defined in § 312.1(c), including
landfill and other disposal unit location records and permits, storage tank
records and permits, hazardous waste
handler and generator records and permits, federal, tribal and state government listings of sites identified as priority cleanup sites, and spill reporting
records;
(3) CERCLIS records;
(4) Public health records;
(5) Emergency Response Notification
System records;
(6) Registries or publicly available
lists of engineering controls; and
(7) Registries or publicly available
lists of institutional controls, including environmental land use restrictions, applicable to the subject property.
(c) With regard to nearby or adjoining properties, the review of federal,
tribal, state, and local government
records or databases of government
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