Environmental Protection Agency

§ 170.235

assures that a handler possesses an
EPA-approved
Worker
Protection
Standard handler training certificate,
then the requirements of paragraph (a)
of this section will have been met.
(2) If the handler employer is aware
or has reason to know that an EPA-approved Worker Protection Standard
handler training certificate has not
been issued in accordance with this
section, or has not been issued to the
handler bearing the certificate, or the
handler training was completed more
than 5 years before the beginning of
the current month, a handler’s possession of that certificate does not meet
the requirements of paragraph (a) of
this section.
[57 FR 38151, Aug. 21, 1992, as amended at 60
FR 21953, May 3, 1995]
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§ 170.232 Knowledge of labeling and
site-specific information.
(a) Knowledge of labeling information.
(1) The handler employer shall assure
that before the handler performs any
handling activity, the handler either
has read the product labeling or has
been informed in a manner the handler
can understand of all labeling requirements related to safe use of the pesticide, such as signal words, human
hazard precautions, personal protective
equipment requirements, first aid instructions, environmental precautions,
and any additional precautions pertaining to the handling activity to be
performed.
(2) The handler employer shall assure
that the handler has access to the
product labeling information during
handling activities.
(b) Knowledge of site-specific information. Whenever a handler who is employed by a commercial pesticide handling establishment will be performing
pesticide handling tasks on an agricultural establishment, the handler employer shall assure that the handler is
aware of the following information
concerning any areas on the agricultural establishment that the handler
may be in (or may walk within 1/4 mile
of) and that may be treated with a pesticide or that may be under a restricted-entry interval while the handler will be on the agricultural establishment:

(1) Specific location and description
of any such areas; and
(2) Restrictions on entering those
areas.
§ 170.234

Safe operation of equipment.

(a) The handler employer shall assure
that before the handler uses any equipment for mixing, loading, transferring,
or applying pesticides, the handler is
instructed in the safe operation of such
equipment, including, when relevant,
chemigation safety requirements and
drift avoidance.
(b) The handler employer shall assure
that, before each day of use, equipment
used for mixing, loading, transferring,
or applying pesticides is inspected for
leaks, clogging, and worn or damaged
parts, and any damaged equipment is
repaired or is replaced.
(c) Before allowing any person to repair, clean, or adjust equipment that
has been used to mix, load, transfer, or
apply pesticides, the handler employer
shall assure that pesticide residues
have been removed from the equipment, unless the person doing the
cleaning, repairing, or adjusting is a
handler employed by the agricultural
or commercial pesticide handling establishment. If pesticide residue removal is not feasible, the handler employer shall assure that the person who
repairs, cleans, or adjusts such equipment is informed:
(1) That such equipment may be contaminated with pesticides.
(2) Of the potentially harmful effects
of exposure to pesticides.
(3) Of the correct way to handle such
equipment.
§ 170.235 Posted pesticide safety information.
(a) Requirement. When handlers (except those employed by a commercial
pesticide handling establishment) are
on an agricultural establishment and,
within the last 30 days, a pesticide covered by this subpart has been applied
on the establishment or a restrictedentry interval has been in effect, the
handler employer shall display, in accordance with this section, pesticide
safety information.
(b) Pesticide safety poster. A safety
poster must be displayed that conveys,
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§ 170.240

40 CFR Ch. I (7–1–10 Edition)

at a minimum, the following basic pesticide safety concepts:
(1) Help keep pesticides from entering your body. At a minimum, the following points shall be conveyed:
(i) Avoid getting on your skin or into
your body any pesticides that may be
on plants and soil, in irrigation water,
or drifting from nearby applications.
(ii) Wash before eating, drinking,
using chewing gum or tobacco, or using
the toilet.
(iii) Wear work clothing that protects the body from pesticide residues
(long-sleeved shirts, long pants, shoes
and socks, and a hat or scarf).
(iv) Wash/shower with soap and
water, shampoo hair, and put on clean
clothes after work.
(v) Wash work clothes separately
from other clothes before wearing them
again.
(vi) Wash immediately in the nearest
clean water if pesticides are spilled or
sprayed on the body. As soon as possible, shower, shampoo, and change
into clean clothes.
(vii) Follow directions about keeping
out of treated or restricted areas.
(2) There are Federal rules to protect
workers and handlers including a requirement for safety training.
(c) Emergency medical care information.
(1) The name, address, and telephone
number of the nearest emergency medical care facility shall be on the safety
poster or displayed close to the safety
poster.
(2) The handler employer shall inform handlers promptly of any change
to the information on emergency medical care facilities.
(d) Location. (1) The information shall
be displayed in a central location on
the farm or in the nursery or greenhouse where it can be readily seen and
read by handlers.
(2) The information shall be displayed in a location in or near the forest in a place where it can be readily
seen and read by handlers and where
handlers are likely to congregate or
pass by, such as at a decontamination
site or an equipment storage site.
(e) Accessibility. Handlers shall be informed of the location of the information and shall be allowed access to it.

(f) Legibility. The information shall
remain legible during the time it is
posted.
§ 170.240 Personal protective equipment.
(a) Requirement. Any person who performs tasks as a pesticide handler shall
use the clothing and personal protective equipment specified on the labeling for use of the product.
(b) Definition. (1) Personal protective
equipment (PPE) means devices and
apparel that are worn to protect the
body from contact with pesticides or
pesticide residues, including, but not
limited to, coveralls, chemical-resistant suits, chemical-resistant gloves,
chemical-resistant
footwear,
respiratory protection devices, chemicalresistant aprons, chemical-resistant
headgear, and protective eyewear.
(2) Long-sleeved shirts, short-sleeved
shirts, long pants, short pants, shoes,
socks, and other items of work clothing are not considered personal protective equipment for the purposes of this
section and are not subject to the requirements of this section, although
pesticide labeling may require that
such work clothing be worn during
some activities.
(c) Provision. When personal protective equipment is specified by the labeling of any pesticide for any handling
activity, the handler employer shall
provide the appropriate personal protective equipment in clean and operating condition to the handler.
(1) When ‘‘chemical-resistant’’ personal protective equipment is specified
by the product labeling, it shall be
made of material that allows no measurable movement of the pesticide being
used through the material during use.
(2) When ‘‘waterproof’’ personal protective equipment is specified by the
product labeling, it shall be made of
material that allows no measurable
movement of water or aqueous solutions through the material during use.
(3) When a ‘‘chemical-resistant suit’’
is specified by the product labeling, it
shall be a loose-fitting, one- or twopiece chemical-resistant garment that
covers, at a minimum, the entire body
except head, hands, and feet.
(4) When ‘‘coveralls’’ are specified by
the product labeling, they shall be a
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