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and Fill Permit programs, Underground Injection Control programs and
NPDES permit programs are found in
part 123 of this chapter. These regulations embody the substantive requirements of this part.
(g) These regulations apply to the activities of all agencies receiving EPA
financial assistance which is awarded
after [the effective date of final regulations], and to all other covered activities of EPA, State, interstate, and substate agencies which occur after that
date. These regulations will apply to
ongoing grants or other covered activities upon any significant change in the
activity (for example, upon a significant proposed increase in project scope
of a construction grant). Parts 105
(Public Participation in Water Pollution Control) and 249 (Public Participation in Solid Waste Management) will
no longer appear in the Code of Federal
Regulations; however, they will remain
applicable, in uncodified form, to
grants awarded prior to the effective
date of this part and to all other ongoing activities.
§ 25.3 Policy and objectives.
(a) EPA, State, interstate, and substate agencies carrying out activities
described in § 25.2(a) shall provide for,
encourage, and assist the participation
of the public. The term, ‘‘the public’’ in
the broadest sense means the people as
a whole, the general populace. There
are a number of identifiable ‘‘segments
of the public’’ which may have a particular interest in a given program or
decision. Interested and affected segments of the public may be affected directly by a decision, either beneficially
or adversely; they may be affected indirectly; or they may have some other
concern about the decision. In addition
to private citizens, the public may include, among others, representatives of
consumer, environmental, and minority associations; trade, industrial, agricultural, and labor organizations; public health, scientific, and professional
societies; civic associations; public officials; and governmental and educational associations.
(b) Public participation is that part
of the decision-making process through
which responsible officials become
aware of public attitudes by providing

ample opportunity for interested and
affected parties to communicate their
views. Public participation includes
providing access to the decision-making process, seeking input from and
conducting dialogue with the public,
assimilating public viewpoints and
preferences, and demonstrating that
those viewpoints and preferences have
been considered by the decision-making official. Disagreement on significant issues is to be expected among
government agencies and the diverse
groups interested in and affected by
public policy decisions. Public agencies
should encourage full presentation of
issues at an early stage so that they
can be resolved and timely decisions
can be made. In the course of this process, responsible officials should make
special efforts to encourage and assist
participation by citizens representing
themselves and by others whose resources and access to decision-making
may be relatively limited.
(c) The following are the objectives
of EPA, State, interstate, and substate
agencies in carrying out activities covered by this part:
(1) To assure that the public has the
opportunity to understand official programs and proposed actions, and that
the government fully considers the
public’s concerns;
(2) To assure that the government
does not make any significant decision
on any activity covered by this part
without consulting interested and affected segments of the public;
(3) To assure that government action
is as responsive as possible to public
concerns;
(4) To encourage public involvement
in implementing environmental laws;
(5) To keep the public informed about
significant issues and proposed project
or program changes as they arise;
(6) To foster a spirit of openness and
mutual trust among EPA, States, substate agencies and the public; and
(7) To use all feasible means to create
opportunities for public participation,
and to stimulate and support participation.
§ 25.4 Information, notification, and
consultation responsibilities.
(a) General. EPA, State, interstate,
and substate agencies shall conduct a
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