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amount equal to 30 times the minimum
wage. (See 29 CFR 870.10.)
(Authority: 31 U.S.C. 3720D)

§ 34.20 Amount to be withheld under
multiple garnishment orders.
If a debtor’s pay is subject to several
garnishment orders, the employer must
comply with our garnishment order as
follows:
(a) Unless other Federal law requires
a different priority, the employer must
pay us the amount calculated under
§ 34.19(b) before the employer complies
with any later garnishment orders, except a family support withholding
order.
(b) If an employer is withholding
from a debtor’s pay based on a garnishment order served on the employer before our order, or if a withholding order
for family support is served on an employer at any time, the employer must
comply with our garnishment order by
withholding an amount that is the
smaller of—
(1) The amount calculated under
§ 34.19(b); or
(2) An amount equal to 25 percent of
the debtor’s disposable pay less the
amount or amounts withheld under the
garnishment order or orders with priority over our order.
(c)(1) If a debtor owes more than one
debt arising from a program we administer, we may issue multiple garnishment orders.
(2) The total amount withheld from
the debtor’s pay for orders we issue
under paragraph (c)(1) of this section
does not exceed the amounts specified
in the orders, the amount specified in
§ 34.19(b)(2), or 15 percent of the debtor’s disposable pay, whichever is smallest.
(d) An employer may withhold and
pay an amount greater than that
amount in paragraphs (b) and (c) of
this section if the debtor gives the employer written consent.

(b) The employer must complete and
return the certification to us within
the time stated in the instructions for
the form.
(c) The employer must include in the
certification information about the
debtor’s employment status, payment
frequency, and disposable pay available
for withholding.
(Authority: 31 U.S.C. 3720D)

§ 34.22

Employer responsibilities.

(a)(1) Our garnishment order indicates a reasonable period of time within which an employer must start withholding under the order.
(2) The employer must promptly pay
to the Department all amounts the employer withholds according to the
order.
(b) The employer may follow its normal pay and disbursement cycles in
complying with the garnishment order.
(c) The employer must withhold the
appropriate amount from the debtor’s
wages for each pay period until the employer receives our notification to discontinue wage garnishment.
(d) The employer must disregard any
assignment or allotment by an employee that would interfere with or
prohibit the employer from complying
with our garnishment order, unless
that assignment or allotment was
made for a family support judgment or
order.
(Authority: 31 U.S.C. 3720D)

§ 34.23

Exclusions from garnishment.

(a) We do not garnish your wages if
we have credible evidence that you—
(1) Were involuntarily separated from
employment; and
(2) Have not yet been reemployed
continuously for at least 12 months.
(b) You have the burden of informing
us of the circumstances surrounding an
involuntary separation from employment.
(Authority: 31 U.S.C. 3720D)

(Authority: 31 U.S.C. 3720D)

Employer certification.

§ 34.24 Claim of financial hardship by
debtor subject to garnishment.

(a) Along with a garnishment order,
we send to an employer a certification
in a form prescribed by the Secretary
of the Treasury.

(a) You may object to a proposed garnishment on the ground that withholding the amount or at the rate stated in the notice of garnishment would
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