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Coast Guard, DHS § 157.460 

§ 157.450 Maneuvering and vessel sta-
tus information. 

A tankship owner, master, or oper-
ator shall comply with IMO Resolution 
A.601(15), Annex sections 1.1, 2.3, 3.1, 
and 3.2, with appendices. 

[CGD 91–045, 61 FR 39790, July 30, 1996] 

§ 157.455 Minimum under-keel clear-
ance. 

(a) The owner or operator of a tank-
ship, that is not fitted with a double 
bottom that covers the entire cargo 
tank length, shall provide the tankship 
master with written under-keel clear-
ance guidance that includes— 

(1) Factors to consider when calcu-
lating the ship’s deepest navigational 
draft; 

(2) Factors to consider when calcu-
lating the anticipated controlling 
depth; 

(3) Consideration of weather or envi-
ronmental conditions; and 

(4) Conditions which mandate when 
the tankship owner or operator shall be 
contacted prior to port entry or get-
ting underway; if no such conditions 
exist, the guidance must contain a 
statement to that effect. 

(b) Prior to entering the port or place 
of destination and prior to getting un-
derway, the master of a tankship that 
is not fitted with the double bottom 
that covers the entire cargo tank 
length shall plan the ship’s passage 
using guidance issued under paragraph 
(a) of this section and estimate the an-
ticipated under-keel clearance. The 
tankship master and the pilot shall dis-
cuss the ship’s planned transit includ-
ing the anticipated under-keel clear-
ance. An entry must be made in the 
tankship’s official log or in other on-
board documentation reflecting discus-
sion of the ship’s anticipated passage. 

(c) The owner or operator of a tank 
barge, that is not fitted with a double 
bottom that covers the entire cargo 
tank length, shall not permit the barge 
to be towed unless the primary towing 
vessel master or operator has been pro-
vided with written under-keel clear-
ance guidance that includes— 

(1) Factors to consider when calcu-
lating the tank barge’s deepest naviga-
tional draft; 

(2) Factors to consider when calcu-
lating the anticipated controlling 
depth; 

(3) Consideration of weather or envi-
ronmental conditions; and 

(4) Conditions which mandate when 
the tank barge owner or operator shall 
be contacted prior to port entry or get-
ting underway; if no such conditions 
exist, the guidance must contain a 
statement to that effect. 

[CGD 91–045, 62 FR 49608, Sept. 23, 1997] 

§ 157.460 Additional operational re-
quirements for tank barges. 

(a) Emergency steering capability. The 
owner or operator of each tank barge 
shall not permit the barge to be towed 
unless, by November 27, 1997, the pri-
mary towing vessel has— 

(1) A steering gear system with a 
main power unit, an alternative power 
unit, and two remote steering gear con-
trol systems, except that separate 
steering wheels or steering levers are 
not required. The steering gear control 
systems must be arranged so that if 
the system in operation fails, the other 
system can be brought into immediate 
operation from a position on the navi-
gating bridge; or 

(2) Twin screw propulsion with sepa-
rate control systems for each propeller. 

(b) Fendering system. An owner or op-
erator of a tank barge shall not permit 
the barge to be towed unless the pri-
mary towing vessel and any fleeting or 
assist towing vessels have a fendering 
system that is of substantial size and 
composition to prevent metal to metal 
contact between the towing vessel and 
the barge during maneuvering oper-
ations. 

[CGD 91–045, 61 FR 39790, July 30, 1996; 61 FR 
41685, Aug. 9, 1996] 

Subpart H—Interim Measures for 
Certain Tank Vessels Without 
Double Hulls Carrying Animal 
Fat or Vegetable Oil 

SOURCE: CGD 91–045, 61 FR 39791, July 30, 
1996, unless otherwise noted. 
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