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1953, the Department of the Army re-
quested the Commander in Chief, Car-
ibbean Command, to establish such li-
aison. Liaison is being maintained lo-
cally between the Commandant of the
Caribbean Sea Frontier and the Chair-
man of the Puerto Rico Planning
Board. The liason applies to the pro-
posed acquisition of title or any inter-
est in land which is other than (Fed-
eral) Government-owned land. In all
cases, liaison action will be initiated
during the advance planning or site se-
lection stages. The purpose is to give
Puerto Rican officials advance notice
of military real property requirements
and to give them an opportunity to
suggest suitable alternatives in an ef-
fort to improve public relations with
Puerto Rican officials, landowners, and
the general public.

[27 FR 6140, June 29, 1962]

§552.35 Rights-of-entry for survey and
exploration.

(a) Voluntary. Where it is necessary
to enter upon non-Government-owned
real estate during site selection, par-
ticularly for the purpose of conducting
topographic surveys and test borings,
the appropriate division or district en-
gineer will negotiate rights-of-entry
for survey and exploration. The instru-
ment is in the nature of a license which
does not convey an interest in land but
precludes the entry from being a tres-
pass. Since the entry is for a limited
purpose and for a relatively short pe-
riod of time, the landowner is not of-
fered rental for the privileges re-
quested. Where the landowner insists
upon payment for the privileges re-
quested, district engineers are author-
ized to negotiate short-term co-use
leases, within the limits of existing
regulations.

(b) Involuntary. Where rights-of-entry
for survey and exploration or short-
term co-use leases cannot be nego-
tiated, the right-of-entry may be ob-
tained through the institution of pro-
ceedings for the condemnation of a
short-term co-use leasehold interest.
This action is taken only where it can
be shown that the entry is imperative
and that it is impossible to negotiate a
voluntary right-of-entry or short-term
co-use lease.

§552.37

§552.36 Rights-of-entry for construc-
tion.

(a) When authorized. Rights-of-entry
for construction will be obtained by
the district engineer only after a real
estate directive or authorization to
lease has been issued and then only
when the construction schedule does
not allow sufficient time to complete
negotiations for an option to purchase
or for a lease, as appropriate.

(b) Inmvoluntary. Where a right-of-
entry for construction cannot be nego-
tiated, under the circumstances set
forth in paragraph (a) of this section, a
right-of-entry will be obtained through
the institution of proceedings for the
condemnation of fee title, an easement
interest, or a leasehold interest, as ap-
propriate.

§552.37 Acquisition by Chief of Engi-
neers.

(a) Statutory authority. The Chief of
Engineers, under the direction of the
Secretary of the Army, is charged with
the acquisition of all real estate for the
use of the Department of the Army (10
U.S.C. 3038).

(b) Scope of responsibility. This au-
thority is exercised by the Chief of En-
gineers, acting for the Secretary of the
Army, in the acquisition of all real es-
tate and interests therein for the use of
the Department of the Army in conti-
nental United States, Territories, pos-
sessions, and the Commonwealth of
Puerto Rico.

(c) Delegated authority. The Chief of
Engineers or his duly authorized rep-
resentative has authority to approve,
for the Secretary of the Army:

(1) Fee, easement, and license acqui-
sitions which do not exceed $5,000 for
any one parcel and which constitute
small tracts of additional land needed
in connection with projects for which
final Department of the Army, Depart-
ment of Defense, and/or Congressional
approval has been obtained, or which
constitute rights-of-way for roads, rail-
roads, and utility lines necessary to
the construction, maintenance, and op-
eration of an approved project.

(2) Leasehold acquisition where the
estimated annual rental for any single
leasehold does not exceed $25,000 and
the acquisition is not controversial,
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