§ 280.2

30 CFR Ch. II (7–1–10 Edition)

sale, trade, license agreement, or other
means.
You means a person who applies for
and/or obtains a permit, or files a notice to conduct G&G prospecting or scientific research related to hard minerals on the OCS.
§ 280.2 What is the purpose of this
part?
The purpose of this part is to:
(a) Allow you to conduct prospecting
activities or scientific research activities on the OCS in Federal waters related to hard minerals on unleased
lands or on lands under lease to a third
party.
(b) Ensure that you carry out
prospecting activities or scientific research activities in a safe and environmentally sound manner so as to prevent harm or damage to, or waste of,
any natural resources (including any
hard minerals in areas leased or not
leased), any life (including fish and
other aquatic life), property, or the
marine, coastal, or human environment.
(c) Inform you and third parties of
your legal and contractual obligations.
(d) Inform you and third parties of:
(1) The U.S. Government’s rights to
access G&G data and information collected under permit on the OCS;
(2) Reimbursement we will make for
data and information that are submitted; and
(3) The proprietary terms of data and
information that we retain.
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§ 280.3 What requirements must I follow when I conduct prospecting or
research activities?
You must conduct G&G prospecting
activities or scientific research activities under this part according to:
(a) The Act;
(b) The regulations in this part;
(c) Orders of the Director/Regional
Director (RD); and
(d) Other applicable statutes, regulations, and amendments.
§ 280.4 What activities are not covered
by this part?
This part does not apply to:
(a) G&G prospecting activities conducted by, or on behalf of, the lessee on
a lease on the OCS;

(b) Federal agencies;
(c) Postlease activities for mineral
resources other than oil, gas, and sulphur, which are covered by regulations
at 30 CFR part 282; and
(d) G&G exploration or G&G scientific research activities related to
oil, gas, and sulphur, including gas hydrates, which are covered by regulations at 30 CFR part 251.

Subpart B—How To Apply for a
Permit or File a Notice
§ 280.10 What must I do before I may
conduct prospecting activities?
You must have an MMS-approved
permit to conduct G&G prospecting activities, including deep stratigraphic
tests, for hard minerals. If you conduct
both G&G prospecting activities, you
must have a separate permit for each.
§ 280.11 What must I do before I may
conduct scientific research?
You may conduct G&G scientific research activities related to hard minerals on the OCS only after you obtain
an MMS-approved permit or file a notice.
(a) Permit. You must obtain a permit
if the research activities you want to
conduct involve:
(1) Using solid or liquid explosives;
(2) Drilling a deep stratigraphic test;
or
(3) Developing data and information
for proprietary use or sale.
(b) Notice. If you conduct research activities (including federally-funded research) not covered by paragraph (a) of
this section, you must file a notice
with the regional director at least 30
days before you begin. If you cannot
file a 30-day notice, you must provide
oral notification before you begin and
follow up in writing. You must also inform MMS in writing when you conclude your work.
§ 280.12 What must I include in my application or notification?
(a) Permits. You must submit to the
Regional Director a signed original and
three copies of the permit application
form (Form MMS–134) at least 30 days
before the startup date for activities in
the permit area. If unusual circumstances prevent you from meeting
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