§ 75.330

30 CFR Ch. I (7–1–10 Edition)

section of a mine opened before that
date, where trolley haulage systems
are maintained and where trolley wires
or trolley feeder wires are installed, an
authorized representative of the Secretary shall require enough entries or
rooms as intake air courses to limit
the velocity of air currents in the
haulageways to minimize the hazards
of fires and dust explosions in the
haulageways.
(b) Unless the district manager approves a higher velocity, the velocity
of the air current in the trolley haulage entries shall be limited to not more
than 250 feet per minute. A higher air
velocity may be required to limit the
methane content in these haulage entries or elsewhere in the mine to less
than 1.0 percent and provide an adequate supply of oxygen.
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§ 75.330 Face ventilation control devices.
(a) Brattice cloth, ventilation tubing
and other face ventilation control devices shall be made of flame-resistant
material approved by MSHA.
(b)(1) Ventilation control devices
shall be used to provide ventilation to
dilute, render harmless, and to carry
away flammable, explosive, noxious,
and harmful gases, dusts, smoke, and
fumes—
(i) To each working face from which
coal is being cut, mined, drilled for
blasting, or loaded; and
(ii) To any other working places as
required by the approved ventilation
plan.
(2) These devices shall be installed at
a distance no greater than 10 feet from
the area of deepest penetration to
which any portion of the face has been
advanced unless an alternative distance is specified and approved in the
ventilation plan. Alternative distances
specified shall be capable of maintaining concentrations of respirable dust,
methane, and other harmful gases, in
accordance with the levels specified in
the applicable sections of this chapter.
(c) When the line brattice or any
other face ventilation control device is
damaged to an extent that ventilation
of the working face is inadequate, production activities in the working place
shall cease until necessary repairs are

made and adequate ventilation is restored.
[61 FR 9828, Mar. 11, 1996; 61 FR 29288, June
10, 1996]
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Auxiliary fans and tubing.

(a) When auxiliary fans and tubing
are used for face ventilation, each auxiliary fan shall be—
(1) Permissible, if the fan is electrically operated;
(2) Maintained in proper operating
condition;
(3) Deenergized or shut off when no
one is present on the working section;
and
(4) Located and operated to avoid recirculation of air.
(b) If a deficiency exists in any auxiliary fan system, the deficiency shall be
corrected or the auxiliary fan shall be
deenergized immediately.
(c) If the air passing through an auxiliary fan or tubing contains 1.0 percent or more methane, power to electrical equipment in the working place
and to the auxiliary fan shall be deenergized, and other mechanized equipment in the working place shall be
shut off until the methane concentration is reduced to less than 1.0 percent.
(d) When an auxiliary fan is
stopped—
(1) Line brattice or other face ventilation control devices shall be used to
maintain ventilation to affected faces;
and
(2) Electrical equipment in the affected working places shall be disconnected at the power source, and other
mechanized equipment shall be shut off
until ventilation to the working place
is restored.
§ 75.332 Working sections and working
places.
(a)(1) Each working section and each
area where mechanized mining equipment is being installed or removed,
shall be ventilated by a separate split
of intake air directed by overcasts,
undercasts or other permanent ventilation controls.
(2) When two or more sets of mining
equipment are simultaneously engaged
in cutting, mining, or loading coal or
rock from working places within the
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