Mine Safety and Health Admin., Labor

§ 75.1702–1

where a responsible person who is always on duty when men are underground can hear the facility and respond immediately in the event of an
emergency.

(2) An additional communication system and other requirements as defined
in the communications portion of the
operator’s approved Emergency Response Plan.

[38 FR 29999, Oct. 31, 1973]

[73 FR 80700, Dec. 31, 2008]

§ 75.1600–2 Communication facilities;
working sections; installation and
maintenance requirements; audible
or visual alarms.
(a) Telephones or equivalent two-way
communication facilities provided at
each working section shall be located
not more than 500 feet outby the last
open crosscut and not more than 800
feet from the farthest point of penetration of the working places on such section.
(b) The incoming communication signal shall activate an audible alarm,
distinguishable from the surrounding
noise level, or a visual alarm that can
be seen by a miner regularly employed
on the working section.
(c) If a communication system other
than telephones is used and its operation depends entirely upon power
from the mine electric system, means
shall be provided to permit continued
communication in the event the mine
electric power fails or is cut off; provided, however, that where trolley
phones and telephones are both used,
an alternate source of power for the
trolley phone system is not required.
(d) Trolley phones connected to the
trolley wire shall be grounded in accordance with Subpart H of this part.
(e) Telephones or equivalent two-way
communication facilities shall be
maintained in good operating condition at all times. In the event of any
failure in the system that results in
loss of communication, repairs shall be
started immediately, and the system
restored to operating condition as soon
as possible.
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[38 FR 29999, Oct. 31, 1973]

§ 75.1600–3 Communications facilities;
refuge alternatives.
(a) Refuge alternatives shall be provided with a communications system
that consists of—
(1) A two-way communication facility that is a part of the mine communication system, which can be used
from inside the refuge alternative; and

Subpart R—Miscellaneous
§ 75.1700

Oil and gas wells.

[STATUTORY PROVISIONS]
Each operator of a coal mine shall
take reasonable measures to locate oil
and gas wells penetrating coalbeds or
any underground area of a coal mine.
When located, such operator shall establish and maintain barriers around
such oil and gas wells in accordance
with State laws and regulations, except
that such barriers shall not be less
than 300 feet in diameter, unless the
Secretary or his authorized representative permits a lesser barrier consistent
with the applicable State laws and regulations where such lesser barrier will
be adequate to protect against hazards
from such wells to the miners in such
mine, or unless the Secretary or his authorized representative requires a
greater barrier where the depth of the
mine, other geologic conditions, or
other factors warrant such a greater
barrier.
§ 75.1702

Smoking; prohibition.

[STATUTORY PROVISIONS]
No person shall smoke, carry smoking materials, matches, or lighters underground, or smoke in or around oil
houses, explosives magazines, or other
surface areas where such practice may
cause a fire or explosion. The operator
shall institute a program, approved by
the Secretary, to insure that any person entering the underground area of
the mine does not carry smoking materials, matches, or lighters.
[35 FR 17890, Nov. 20, 1970, as amended at 60
FR 33723, June 29, 1995]

§ 75.1702–1

Smoking programs.

Programs required under § 75.1702
shall be submitted to the Coal Mine
Safety District Manager for approval
on or before May 30, 1970.
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