Equal Employment Opportunity Comm.
The notice required by paragraphs (d)
or (e) of this section shall include a notice of the right to file a class complaint. If the aggrieved person informs
the Counselor that he or she wishes to
file a class complaint, the Counselor
shall explain the class complaint procedures and the responsibilities of a
class agent.
(2) Counselors shall advise aggrieved
persons that, where the agency agrees
to offer ADR in the particular case,
they may choose between participation
in the alternative dispute resolution
program and the counseling activities
provided for in paragraph (c) of this
section.
(c) Counselors shall conduct counseling activities in accordance with instructions contained in Commission
Management Directives. When advised
that a complaint has been filed by an
aggrieved person, the Counselor shall
submit a written report within 15 days
to the agency office that has been designated to accept complaints and the
aggrieved person concerning the issues
discussed and actions taken during
counseling.
(d) Unless the aggrieved person
agrees to a longer counseling period
under paragraph (e) of this section, or
the aggrieved person chooses an alternative dispute resolution procedure in
accordance with paragraph (b)(2) of
this section, the Counselor shall conduct the final interview with the aggrieved person within 30 days of the
date the aggrieved person contacted
the agency’s EEO office to request
counseling. If the matter has not been
resolved, the aggrieved person shall be
informed in writing by the Counselor,
not later than the thirtieth day after
contacting the Counselor, of the right
to file a discrimination complaint. The
notice shall inform the complainant of
the right to file a discrimination complaint within 15 days of receipt of the
notice, of the appropriate official with
whom to file a complaint and of the
complainant’s duty to assure that the
agency is informed immediately if the
complainant retains counsel or a representative.
(e) Prior to the end of the 30-day period, the aggrieved person may agree in
writing with the agency to postpone
the final interview and extend the

§ 1614.106
counseling period for an additional period of no more than 60 days. If the
matter has not been resolved before the
conclusion of the agreed extension, the
notice described in paragraph (d) of
this section shall be issued.
(f) Where the aggrieved person chooses to participate in an alternative dispute resolution procedure in accordance with paragraph (b)(2) of this section, the pre-complaint processing period shall be 90 days. If the claim has
not been resolved before the 90th day,
the notice described in paragraph (d) of
this section shall be issued.
(g) The Counselor shall not attempt
in any way to restrain the aggrieved
person from filing a complaint. The
Counselor shall not reveal the identity
of an aggrieved person who consulted
the Counselor, except when authorized
to do so by the aggrieved person, or
until the agency has received a discrimination complaint under this part
from that person involving that same
matter.
[57 FR 12646, Apr. 10, 1992, as amended at 64
FR 37656, July 12, 1999; 74 FR 63984, Dec. 7,
2009]

§ 1614.106 Individual complaints.
(a) A complaint must be filed with
the agency that allegedly discriminated against the complainant.
(b) A complaint must be filed within
15 days of receipt of the notice required
by § 1614.105 (d), (e) or (f).
(c) A complaint must contain a
signed statement from the person
claiming to be aggrieved or that person’s attorney. This statement must be
sufficiently precise to identify the aggrieved individual and the agency and
to describe generally the action(s) or
practice(s) that form the basis of the
complaint. The complaint must also
contain a telephone number and address where the complainant or the
representative can be contacted.
(d) A complainant may amend a complaint at any time prior to the conclusion of the investigation to include
issues or claims like or related to those
raised in the complaint. After requesting a hearing, a complainant may file a
motion with the administrative judge
to amend a complaint to include issues
or claims like or related to those raised
in the complaint.
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29 CFR Ch. XIV (7–1–10 Edition)

(e) The agency shall acknowledge receipt of a complaint or an amendment
to a complaint in writing and inform
the complainant of the date on which
the complaint or amendment was filed.
The agency shall advise the complainant in the acknowledgment of the
EEOC office and its address where a request for a hearing shall be sent. Such
acknowledgment shall also advise the
complainant that:
(1) The complainant has the right to
appeal the final action on or dismissal
of a complaint; and
(2) The agency is required to conduct
an impartial and appropriate investigation of the complaint within 180 days of
the filing of the complaint unless the
parties agree in writing to extend the
time period. When a complaint has
been amended, the agency shall complete its investigation within the earlier of 180 days after the last amendment to the complaint or 360 days after
the filing of the original complaint, except that the complainant may request
a hearing from an administrative judge
on the consolidated complaints any
time after 180 days from the date of the
first filed complaint.
[57 FR 12646, Apr. 10, 1992, as amended at 64
FR 37656, July 12, 1999]

§ 1614.107 Dismissals of complaints.
(a) Prior to a request for a hearing in
a case, the agency shall dismiss an entire complaint:
(1) That fails to state a claim under
§ 1614.103 or § 1614.106(a) or states the
same claim that is pending before or
has been decided by the agency or Commission;
(2) That fails to comply with the applicable time limits contained in
§§ 1614.105, 1614.106 and 1614.204(c), unless the agency extends the time limits
in accordance with § 1614.604(c), or that
raises a matter that has not been
brought to the attention of a Counselor
and is not like or related to a matter
that has been brought to the attention
of a Counselor;
(3) That is the basis of a pending civil
action in a United States District
Court in which the complainant is a
party provided that at least 180 days
have passed since the filing of the administrative complaint, or that was
the basis of a civil action decided by a

United States District Court in which
the complainant was a party;
(4) Where the complainant has raised
the matter in a negotiated grievance
procedure that permits allegations of
discrimination or in an appeal to the
Merit Systems Protection Board and
§ 1614.301 or § 1614.302 indicates that the
complainant has elected to pursue the
non-EEO process;
(5) That is moot or alleges that a proposal to take a personnel action, or
other preliminary step to taking a personnel action, is discriminatory;
(6) Where the complainant cannot be
located, provided that reasonable efforts have been made to locate the
complainant and the complainant has
not responded within 15 days to a notice of proposed dismissal sent to his or
her last known address;
(7) Where the agency has provided
the complainant with a written request
to provide relevant information or otherwise proceed with the complaint, and
the complainant has failed to respond
to the request within 15 days of its receipt or the complainant’s response
does not address the agency’s request,
provided that the request included a
notice of the proposed dismissal. Instead of dismissing for failure to cooperate, the complaint may be adjudicated if sufficient information for
that purpose is available;
(8) That alleges dissatisfaction with
the processing of a previously filed
complaint; or
(9) Where the agency, strictly applying the criteria set forth in Commission decisions, finds that the complaint
is part of a clear pattern of misuse of
the EEO process for a purpose other
than the prevention and elimination of
employment discrimination. A clear
pattern of misuse of the EEO process
requires:
(i) Evidence of multiple complaint
filings; and
(ii) Allegations that are similar or
identical, lack specificity or involve
matters previously resolved; or
(iii) Evidence of circumventing other
administrative processes, retaliating
against the agency’s in-house administrative processes or overburdening the
EEO complaint system.
(b) Where the agency believes that
some but not all of the claims in a
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