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privileged visitation and correspondence rights. Acts by an attorney which
may warrant such limitation or denial
include, for example the following:
(1) A false statement as to the attorney’s identity or qualifications;
(2) A plan, attempt, or act to introduce contraband into the institution;
(3) A conspiracy to commit, an attempt to commit, or the actual commission of an act of violence within an
institution; and
(4) Encouraging an inmate to violate
the law, Bureau of Prisons rules, or
local implementing guidelines.
(b) Unless the breach of regulations
is extreme or repeated, limitation
rather than a denial of visitation or
correspondence rights is proper, especially where the inmate is represented
by the attorney and is confronted with
a court deadline. For example, the
Warden may subject an attorney to a
search of his person and belongings or
may permit the attorney only nonprivileged correspondence. The Warden
shall also consider referral of the matter to the state agency regulating the
attorney’s professional conduct.
(c) An act by an inmate in violation
of Bureau regulations or institution
guidelines warrants a limitation by the
Warden of the inmate’s correspondence
or visiting rights with attorneys only
if necessary to protect institution security, good order, or discipline. The
Warden may not deny correspondence
or visiting rights with attorneys generally.
(d) The attorney may appeal any limitation or denial by the Warden of attorney visits or correspondence rights
to the Regional Director. The inmate
affected may appeal through the Administrative Remedy Procedures.
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Legal aid program.

(a) A legal aid program which is funded or approved by the Bureau is expected to provide a broad range of legal
assistance to inmates. Staff shall allow
these programs generally to operate
with the same independence as privately retained attorneys. The Warden
shall refer a request or decision to terminate or restrict a program, or individual participants in a program, to
the Regional Counsel.

(b) In order to promote the inmateprogram relationship, the Warden shall
give those students or legal assistants
working in legal aid programs the same
status as attorneys with respect to visiting and correspondence except where
specific exceptions are made in this
section and in part 540 of this chapter.
(c) An attorney or law school professor shall supervise students and
legal assistants participating in the
program. The supervisor shall provide
the Warden with a signed statement
accepting professional responsibility
for acts of each student or legal assistant affecting the institution. The Warden may require each student or legal
assistant to complete and sign a personal history statement and a pledge
to abide by Bureau regulations and institution guidelines. If necessary to
maintain security or good order in the
institution, the Warden may prohibit a
student or legal assistant from visiting
or corresponding with an inmate.
§ 543.16 Other paralegals, clerks, and
legal assistants.
(a) The Bureau of Prisons recognizes
the use of assistants by attorneys to
perform legal tasks and, with proper
controls and exceptions enumerated in
this section and in part 540 of this
chapter, accords such assistants the
same status as attorneys with respect
to visiting and correspondence.
(b) The attorney who employs an assistant and who wishes the assistant to
visit or correspond with an inmate on
legal matters shall provide the Warden
with a signed statement including:
(1) Certification of the assistant’s
ability to perform in this role and
awareness of the responsibility of this
position;
(2) A pledge to supervise the assistant’s activities; and
(3) Acceptance of personal and professional responsibility for all acts of the
assistant which may affect the institution, its inmates, and staff. The Warden may require each assistant to fill
out and sign a personal history statement and a pledge to abide by Bureau
regulations and institution guidelines.
If necessary to maintain security or
good order in the institution, the Warden may prohibit a legal assistant from
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